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We are off to a great start to a new school 
year…..a new exciting year….filled with new 
learning, making new friends and celebrating 
successes.  This is an exceptionally exciting year 
for me as I serve as Oak Hill’s assistant principal.  
I have spent the past three weeks learning and 
participating in Oak Hill’s back to school traditions, 
getting to know staff, students and families, and 
participating in school celebrations!  What a great 
place to be! 
 

Getting to know me…..I have worked in the St. Cloud School District since 
1997.  I most recently served as a special education supervisor for Oak 
Hill, as well as several other elementary schools for the past three years.  I 
look forward to each new day of learning along side you, our students and 
the staff at Oak Hill.  Wishing all of you the best year ever! 
 
Sara Nelson, Assistant Principal 

A Message from our 
Assistant Principal 

2010-2011 Budget Reductions 
 
The District 742 Board of Education will host two additional public sessions 
to review budget adjustment options for the 2010-2011 School Year.  The 
next input session is Oct. 1 at Apollo High School in the north end of the 
Resource Center from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.  View the Guiding Change 
Document through this link or at the District’s website to understand (1) 
the context and realities within which the board will make budget 
adjustment decisions; (2) unacceptable means or considerations; and (3) 
the results expected when the adjustment process is complete.  The Board 
will determine the final $700,000 in budget adjustments at their Nov. 19 
meeting.  View a list of potential budget reductions and/or revenues, 
developed by district administrators.  Community members may submit 
budget ideas to budget@isd742.org.  A list of suggestions submitted by 
the community are available on-line.  And you are able to view a Budget 
Adjustment PowerPoint Presentation to learn more, as well.  The final 
input session will be held Oct. 12. 

THE OAK HILL 

 

ACORN 

2 Hour Early Dismissal 

NEXT WEEK! 
 

 Tuesday, September 22 
 

No breakfast served. 

Security Update Reminder 
 
Over the past few months, keyless entry devices, door intercoms, and door 
cameras have been installed to secure the district buildings.  All of these 
improvements have been part of a larger effort to maintain a safe and 
secure learning environment.  Please note that all doors at Oak Hill will be 
locked by 8:00 am every day and the front door will be unlocked at 2:00 pm 
for parents who are picking up their children.  All visitors must report to 
Door 1 (front of the building) where there is a door intercom to use to gain 
admittance.   Thank you. 
 
 
 

Dismissal Procedures 
 
Your child’s safety is of the utmost importance to us.  If you are picking up your 
child, you must pick your child up at Door 1 where there is adult supervision.  Cars 
are not allowed to drive back by the bus chute between 2:00 and 2:30 pm.  Please 
follow these procedures so we can have an orderly and safe dismissal procedure 
for all students.  Thank you. 

http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/1011budget/GCDoc.pdf
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/1011budget/GCDoc.pdf
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/1011budget/BudgetAdjustments.pdf
mailto:budget@isd742.org
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/1011budget/websuggestions.pdf
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/1011budget/websuggestions.pdf
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/1011budget/BudgetAdjustments.ppt
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/1011budget/BudgetAdjustments.ppt
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Oak Hill  
Communication  

Upcoming  
Events  

Two Hour Early Dismissal 

 Tuesday, September 22 
 

COLD STONE CREAMERY Dine for Donations 

 Tuesday, September 22, 4—8 pm 

Fall Festival Committee Meeting after school 

 Tuesday, September 22 

Grade 4 to Three Rivers Waterfest 

 Wednesday, September 23 
 

Chip Shoppe ORDERS DUE 

 Tuesday, September 29 
 

Oak Hill Fall Festival Family EventñFUN, FUN, FUN! 

 Tuesday, September 29, 5—7 pm  
 

Bike Rodeo at Oak Hill 

 Saturday, October 3, 10 am—12 pm  

Book Fair 

 Wednesday, October 7—Wednesday, October 14 

Dine for Donations at Sammyõs Pizza 

 Wednesday, October 7 
 

Fall Conferences 

 Thursday, October 8, 3:00—6:30 pm 
 Tuesday, October 13, 3:00—6:30 pm 
 

Dine for Donations at House of Pizza 

 Tuesday, October 13, 5—8 pm 

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Wednesday, October 14, 2:30 pm Media Center (Library) 

NO SCHOOLñMEA Statewide Professional Conferences 

 Thursday, October 15 
 Friday, October 16 

Chip Shoppe Order Delivery Day 

 Tuesday, October 27 

During the school year if your child is ill and will be staying home or you will be 
absent for some other reason, please call the Oak Hill Attendance Line right away 
in the morning at 202-6822 and leave a message including your child's name, your 
name, your child's teacher, and the reason your child is absent. 

Student/Class Hours:  7:40 a.m.—2:10 p.m. 
Office Hours:  7:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
Phones:           Office    251-7936 
                         Attendance Line 202-6822 
  include your child's name, your name, your child's teacher, 
  and the reason your child is absent 
                         Fax    529-4313 
E-mail:   Enter the first name.last name@ISD742.org   
(i.e.: tina.lahr@ISD742.org)  We will make every effort to answer your 

messages promptly.   
Oak Hill Web Site: isd742.org/oakhill.html 
District 742 Web Site:  isd742.org 
Oak Hill ACORN:  a school and PTSA sponsored newsletter; sent home with the 

youngest student in the family.  It is available on the Oak Hill web site.  Student 
news, pictures, comments, and suggestions may be left in the ACORN mailbox in the 
office or e-mailed to the editor.  
Acorn Editorôs e-mail address:  acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com  
Superintendentôs Blog:  www.sjordahl.blogspot.com 
Oak Hill PTSA Web Site:  oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com 
Payment Drop Box:  left of the main office door—no cash please 

Attendance  
Line  

Homework Help - To access online reference materials for homework, go to our 
website at www.isd742.org/~oakhill and click on Reference Tools. Select Home 
Access. The passwords are available from your child’s teacher or email Linda 
Hollenkamp, Media Specialist at  linda.hollenkamp@isd742.org.  

Student  
Resources  

Hispanic Heritage Month begins Sept. 15, the anniversary of independence for five 
Latin American countries -- Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and 
Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico declared its independence on Sept. 16 and Chile 
on Sept. 18. This fall we are reminded of our students who speak Spanish at home 
and are developing English-speaking skills in our classrooms. We gratefully ac-
knowledge the countless contributions to American life by Spanish-speaking peo-
ples. Want to learn more? View the links on-line.   

The ACORN, a school and PTSA sponsored newsletter, is a communication channel 
for the Oak Hill community.  It is sent home on Thursday as a printed copy and posted 
each week and archived at our Oak Hill web site. 
 
Student news, comments, and suggestions may be left in the ACORN mailbox in the 
office or e-mailed to acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com.  If your child has something 
special to share with our Oak Hill ―family‖ - a special award or achievement - 
academic, athletic, artistic, community, etc. - or a part in a community play or musical 
event, etc. - please submit a short paragraph describing the award, event, etc.  
Photos are welcome—they can be scanned, but an easier format is a digital file.  
Thank you also to the teachers for submitting photos, happenings, and student 
writings.  Oak Hill is a wonderful place! 

2009 Achievement in Education 
Award  

On August 19th, Mollie Garden, an Oak Hill parent and Plato’s Closet owner was 
recognized by the St. Cloud Optimist Club with the 2009 Achievement in Education 
Award.  Out of many nominations, the Optimist Club chose four recipients in the 
community that made a positive impact in education to receive this award. Mollie 
was nominated by the Oak Hill PTSA for her efforts in the success of the Oak Hill 
garage sale and the positive effect on the community. Interim Principal Christine 
Blauer, nominators - Noel Kern & Roxy Plombon were in attendance to accept this 
award on behalf of Mollie, who was unable to attend. In addition, a $100 donation 
from the Optimist Club was awarded to the organization of her choice, which she 
designated as the Oak Hill Technology Committee. Way to go Mollie! 

Reminder – Due to the HUGE success of our garage sale last year…the Oak Hill 
Technology Committee will once again be holding a garage sale in January. If you 
have any items to donate, please consider putting them aside until our garage sale. 
Every donation will help us to reach our technology goals. 

http://isd742.org/oakhill.html
http://www.isd742.org/
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
http://www.sjordahl.blogspot.com:80/
http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com/
http://www.isd742.org/oakhill.html
mailto:linda.hollenkam@isd742.org
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/linklist_HispanicHeritage.pdf
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
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Owlôs Nest  
Notes  

Payments into student lunch accounts may be made in the main 
office, dropped off in the school drop box, or online through the  
secure website PayForIt.net. 
 
The PIN (Person Identification Number) follows your child through Grade 12 in the 
District.  Students must memorize the number and enter it on a keypad to indicate 
when they have eaten a meal at school.  Students should memorize their number 
during the first few days of school.  Younger grades will have assistance available. 

Parking, Biking and  
Student Pick Up  

Oak Hill  

PTSA News  

The Oak Hill PTSA invites you to join us.  Yearly dues are $7.00.  Our 

current PTSA Membership is at 127 and counting!  We would like to reach 200 

members this year.  Thank you for your support. 

Many classrooms are still in need of a 

Room Parent.  This is a unique 

opportunity to get to know and serve your 

child’s teacher in ways that he/she will greatly appreciate.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Suzanne Steman @ 240-6390. 

 

We are still looking for volunteers for our Fall Festival on 

Tuesday, September 29th.  We depend on our active parent 

community for help.  Please contact Suzanne Steman @240-

6390 for more information. 

When students need to be picked up during the school day or at dismissal, a note 
should be sent to the teacher.  If students are to go home with another child, a note 
needs to be sent to the teacher.  Please send a note if anything is not the usual 
routine.  We care very much about the safety of your children. 
 
Parents/drivers should park in the front of the building and pick up the children at 
the office.  Please use the roadway along the sidewalk as a pick up/drop off 
zone only; it is not designed for extended time parking.  Please do not park in 
the òRed Zoneó as it is for emergencies only. 
 
NOTE:  If a student walks/bikes to and from school, it is very important to establish 
a known route with parents. 
 
At Oak Hill School, we ask that students not ride on the sidewalks or through 
congested parking lots as it is safer for all, including themselves.  Instead we 
ask that they walk the bikes.  We also ask that they park their bikes at the front of 
the school in the racks provided.  Though we cannot guarantee the safety of 

property brought to school, we have found that there are fewer 
incidents related to bikes during the day when they are parked by 
the office up front.  No matter where children use bikes, please 
tell them to keep an eye on the road ahead so they can be 
prepared for hills and road obstacles. 

Did you make it to Five Guys yesterday?  You certainly won’t want to miss next 
week’s location.  YUM, YUM—here we come!  Help support our local restaurants 
and earn money for your school. Simply dine at the featured restaurant on the 
selected day, mention Oak Hill School and the restaurant will donate 
a percentage of your bill to our school. 
 
Tuesday, September 22 - Cold Stone Creamery 4ñ8 pm (15% of 
your bill goes to our school when you mention Oak Hill—send your 
neighbors, just ask them to mention our school.) 

Dine for Donations ð 
NEW LOCATIONS THIS YEAR!  

NOTES FROM BARB DRIVER: 
Welcome back to a great new school year.  We are looking forward to serving your 
students and would enjoy serving you whenever you would like to join your student 
for a meal.  Please notify the office in the morning. 
 
Please check the menu and discuss healthy choices with your students.  
Encourage them to take what they will eat and to eat what they choose. 
 
Our LUNCH options are the same as previous years. 
1) We have our MAIN LINE which follows the district menu.  We try to offer a 

variety of fruits and vegetables, so the students have more options.  They 
must take three of the five items offered each day.  When there is pork on the 
menu, we have an alternate item for those who cannot eat pork.   

2) We also offer a CHEF SALAD LINE which consists of 2 cups lettuce, 1 oz. 
cheese, 1 slice buttered bread, 1 oz. sunflower seeds, 4 cracker packets and 
1/2 cup fruit.  They also have the items from the salad bar that include 
shredded cheese, eggs, green peppers, onions, tomatoes, black olives, 
turkey, peas, bacon bits and croutons.  We have French and ranch dressings. 

3) Our third option is a SANDWICH LINE.  This features: 
            Jelly Sandwich with 4 oz. yogurt cup, 
            Bologna Sandwich with 1 oz. cheese stick, 
            Cheese Sandwich with 1 oz. cheese stick, or 
            Subs (turkey, turkey ham, & cheese) and (bologna, turkey ham, & cheese) 
         All sandwich baskets come with 1/4 cup of baby carrots and 1/2 cup of fruit. 
 
Desserts when on the main line are available for all lunch options.  Ketchup, 
mustard and salad dressing are available everyday.  We offer 1%, skim and 
chocolate skim milk everyday.  Orange juice is available for those who are allergic 
or lactose intolerant with a doctor’s note.  Please call with any questions or 
comments that you would like to share.  251-7936 extension 4750. 
 
REMINDER:  There will be no breakfast on Tuesday, September 22 (Early 
Dismissal).  We will start serving brunch at 8:20. 

UPC worth 5 cents 

worth 10 cents 

save the 
UPC or lid  

   Cub  

 
Turn in Cub Foods  

receipts—1% of the dollar 
amount spent is donated.  

 
 Currently collecting July, 

Aug, Sept 

label worth 24 cents 

caps worth 5 cents 
from Kemps & 
LandOLakes 

CLIP AND SAVE ñ 
One of Oak Hill PTSA’s easiest fundraising efforts.  Classrooms have drop-off 
areas for these, and there are labeled drop offs for all of the receipts/labels/caps in 
the front lobby.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One additional volunteer is needed to 
help collect Cub receipts in the class-
rooms and from the front entrance quar-
terly.  Please contact PTSA Treasurer 
Joan Gossman and tell her that you will 
help her out!  230-1908 or  
gcjmmom@gmail.com  

https://www.payforit.net
mailto:gcjmmom@gmail.com
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Activities and  
Events  

Online registration for community ed at http://stcloudcommunityed.com.  
 

Techõs Mighty Mites 
All fourth through sixth grade students are welcome to join the Tech 
Cross Country Mighty Mites program.  The Mighty Mites will experi-
ence the fun of running by training with the Tech Cross Country 
Team on four very special Wednesday practices held at Lake 
George.  Running games and challenges will 
get the Mighty Mites ready for the Elementary 

1K Race held after the Tech Cross Country Invitational Oct. 13 
at 6:10 p.m. at Oak Hill Elementary.  
View the flyer/registration form for more information. 
 

Join Junior Tiger Gymnastics 
Girls in kindergarten through eighth grade are invited to join Junior 
Tiger Gymnastics. Classes are held in the Tech High School gymnas-
tics room. All levels are welcome. We have classes for beginners 
through competitive teams.  
Visit www.juniortigers.com for more information. 
 

Tech Elementary Volleyball Camp 
All girls in third through sixth grades are invited to come 
play volleyball with the Tech High School Girls Volleyball 
team on Oct. 2. Girls attending the camp will be intro-
duced to the basics of volleyball and get to play with the 
high school team. Each participant will receive a Tech T-
shirt and a snack. They will also be allowed into the Oct. 6 
home game for free! This is an excellent opportunity to 
meet the Tech players and begin to learn the basics of volleyball. View the flyer/
registration form for more information.  
 
St. Cloud area school parents are invited to Families Understanding Their 
Ultimate Role in Education (F.U.T.U.R.E.) Parent Conference to 

learn new ways to support their children's education. This free 
conference is 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sept. 26 at Apollo High School. 
Presented by St. Cloud Area School District 742 and the Minne-
sota Parent Center. To register call 320-202-6897 or download the 
registration form at the district website. Registration deadline is 
Sept. 21. View the flyer through this link on-line or at the district 
website for more information. 

 

Step Out: Walk to Fight Diabetes on October 3 at Riverside Park.  8 am 

check in; 9 am start.  Take a 3 or 6 mile walk. Refreshments follow. Details at 
www.diabetes.org/stepout or call 888.342.3837 

The Heartbeat of Healthy Families Asset #1 from Search Institute says that chil-
dren are more likely to grow up healthy when their families provide them with high 
levels of love and support. Supporting and loving our children refers to the many 
ways we affirm them both verbally and nonverbally.  
 
Touch means a lot. Hug. Put your arm around your child. I remember when my 
mother used to brush my hair before bedtime each night, a soothing, loving ges-
ture. I, sitting on the floor and my mother in the couch, brushing over and over. 
Often I wonder, do parents still do that?  That calm relaxing feeling I felt keeps me 
appreciating her and balances out the negative experiences that happen in every 
family.  Well, I didn't have daughters so I didn't continue the hair brushing ritual but 
my sons appreciated back rubs even during the growing up years when they re-
jected other types of touch such as hugs or pats on the shoulders.  Paying attention 
to your children, listening to them, and taking an interest in what they're doing are 
all important ways to show love and support too. 
 
 
(Mrs. Nancy Streng has a Master's degree in Applied Psychology and is a full time 
counselor at Oak Hill. She meets with students individually, in small groups, and 
presents classroom social skills lessons.) 

Counselorôs 
Corner ðNancy Streng, MS 

Oak Hill FALL FESTIVAL ñ 
9/29/09  5 ñ7 pm  
 

A family event outside at Oak Hill Community School.  (This 
event will be held inside if needed.) 

 
Games 

 
Food 

 
Crafts 

 
Please call Carissa Capistrant (339-1160) or Suzanne Steman (240
-6390) if you can help 
volunteer for this event. 

Thank you for supporting magazine sales at Oak Hill. Renewal slips are coming in 
the mail.  But WAIT!  Magazine sales for Oak Hill will start in November.  If you 
cannot wait to renew your magazines, you may place magazine orders online—new 
or renewal subscriptions. 
 

 Go to: www.qsp.com  click on SHOP NOW under  
  WELCOME TO QSP 

 Enter our school  number 425007816 & start shopping. 
 When you reach the checkout, make sure to enter your 
  student’s name & teacher’s name, so credit is 
  given towards prizes and bonus items. 

 

By ordering magazines through our school, 40% of your 
purchase benefits our school. 

Magazine  
Sales Fundraiser  

BIKE RODEO  
A fun event sponsored by Oak Hill PTSA & the Boy Scouts 

 
Saturday, October 3, 10 am—12 pm 

 
Refreshments served 

 
Free Oak Hill Spiritwear giveaways 

http://stcloudcommunityed.com
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/flyer_MightyMites.pdf
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/www.juniortigers.com
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/flyer_TechVolleyball.pdf
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/flyer_TechVolleyball.pdf
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/FUTUREreg.pdf
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/FUTUREflyer.pdf
http://stepout.diabetes.org/site/TR/StepOut/StepOut311118010?pg=entry&fr_id=6418
http://www.qsp.com

