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Fall, 2009—Another new beginning!  Ever since I entered kindergarten 
(many, many years ago!), the new year has always begun for me in 
September, not January.  Each new year has begun with new teachers, 
new students, new classes, and new challenges.  Fall, ushering in 
changing colors and crisp air, signals not only the end of summer, but the 
beginning of new adventures and opportunities. 
 
Your children and our students are also beginning the exciting journey of a 
new school year filled with promise, learning, and opportunities.  We are all 
so privileged to be able to teach your children.  Working together, we will 
accomplish great things this year. 
 
To help accomplish our goals of teaching and learning, we have hired 
several new staff members at Oak Hill Elementary School who join a 
dedicated and excellent staff. 
 
Looking forward to an exciting journey!!! 
 
—Chris Blauer, Acting Principal 

A Message from our  
Principal  

FACULTY & STAFF 2009-2010 LISTINGS 
 
Kindergarten 
Amanda Anderson 
Sally Davidson 
Becky Hoffarth 
Lynn Jordre 
Camille Murphy 
Kristina Tykwinski 
 
Grade 1 
Shelby Erickson 
Tiffany Haroldson 
Sue Ormsby 
Tina Piper 
Pat Schoenecker 
Pat Schrom 
 
Grade 2 
Cathy Bautch 
Barb Koenig 
Guy Schafer 
Jana Schuver/Kelly Reichel 
Jill Slade 
Diane White 
 
Grade 3 
Judy Fairchild 
Karl Heine 
Kelley Miller 
Kelli Ritter 
Kris Scharenbroich 
Amy Weaver 

THE OAK HILL 

 

ACORN 

School Pictures  

NEXT WEEK! 
 

 K-3 Monday Sept. 14th 

SECURITY UPDATE 
 
Over the past few months, keyless entry devices, door intercoms, and door 
cameras have been installed to secure the district buildings.  All of these 
improvements have been part of a larger effort to maintain a safe and 
secure learning environment.  Please note that all doors at Oak Hill will be 
locked by 8:00 a.m. every day and the front door will be unlocked at 2:00 
p.m. for parents who are picking up their children.  All visitors must report 
to Door 1 (front of the building) where there is a door intercom to use to 
gain admittance.  Thank you. 
 
 
UPDATE ON TINA LAHR 
 
Tina Lahr is home recovering from surgery.  She thanks everyone for their 
good wishes, prayers, thoughts, and cards. 

Grade 4 
Linda Baker 
Katie Christen 
Patti Clymer 
Jane Hall 
Cheryl Owens  
Carol Ramler 
 
Grade 5 
Peg Lodewyk 
Kris Nei 
Paul Olsen 
Darlene Primus 
Emily Schneider 
 
Grade 6 
Amy Dvorak 
Jereme Fimrite 
Dale Freese 
Deb Hoye 
Nicole Warren 
 
Specialists 
Janelle Earp – Band 
Melissa Hennen - Art 
Mark Heysse & Carla Olsen  - P.E. 
Linda Hollenkamp – Media 
Kara Mather- Orchestra 
Dana McCabe - Music 
Chris Murphy - Music 
Lynn Orcutt - Art 
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Oak Hill  
Communication  

Upcoming  
Events  

School Pictures, Grades Kñ3 

 Monday, September 14 

School Pictures, Grades 4ñ6 

 Tuesday, September 15 

Chip Shoppe Fundraiser Kick-Off 

 Tuesday, September 15 
 

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Wednesday, September 16, 2:30 pm,  
 Media Center (Library) 
 

Two Hour Early Dismissal 

 Tuesday, September 22 
 

Grade 4 to Three Rivers Waterfest 

Chip Shoppe ORDERS DUE 

 Tuesday, September 29 

Oak Hill Fall Festival Family EventñFUN, FUN, FUN! 

 Tuesday, September 29, 5—7 pm  

Bike Rodeo at Oak Hill 

 Saturday, October 3, 9—11 am  

Book Fair 

 Wednesday, October 7—Wednesday, October 14 

Fall Conferences 

 Thursday, October 8, 3:00—6:30 pm 
 Tuesday, October 13, 3:00—6:30 pm 

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Wednesday, October 14, 2:30 pm Media Center (Library) 

NO SCHOOLñMEA Statewide Professional Conferences 

 Thursday, October 15 
 Friday, October 16 

The ACORN, a school and PTSA sponsored newsletter, is a communication channel 
for the Oak Hill community.  It is sent home on Thursday as a printed copy and posted 
each week and archived at our Oak Hill web site. 
 
Student news, pictures, comments, and suggestions may be left in the ACORN 
mailbox in the office or e-mailed to acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com.  

Student handbooks have been distributed to students.  Teachers will review the 
handbook with students before they bring them home.  Please review the handbook 
content with your student, too. 

During the school year if your child is ill and will be staying home or you will be 
absent for some other reason, please call the Oak Hill Attendance Line right away 
in the morning at 202-6822 and leave a message including your child's name, your 
name, your child's teacher, and the reason your child is absent. 

Student/Class Hours:  7:40 a.m.—2:10 p.m. 
Office Hours:  7:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
Phones:           Office    251-7936 
                         Attendance Line 202-6822 
  include your child's name, your name, your child's teacher, 
  and the reason your child is absent 
                         Fax    529-4313 
E-mail:   Enter the first name.last name@ISD742.org   
(i.e.: tina.lahr@ISD742.org)  We will make every effort to answer your 

messages promptly.   
Oak Hill Web Site: isd742.org/oakhill.html 
District 742 Web Site:  isd742.org 
Oak Hill ACORN:  a school and PTSA sponsored newsletter; sent home with the 

youngest student in the family.  It is available on the Oak Hill web site.  Student 
news, pictures, comments, and suggestions may be left in the ACORN mailbox in the 
office or e-mailed to the editor.  
Acorn Editorôs e-mail address:  acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com  
Superintendentôs Blog:  www.sjordahl.blogspot.com 
Oak Hill PTSA Web Site:  oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com 
Payment Drop Box:  left of the main office door—no cash please 

Attendance  
Line  

A Payment Drop Box is located in the office door - left of the main office door and 
in between the staff photos in the main hallway.  You or your child may drop 
payments off there at anytime.  Please be sure to put your payment in an envelope 
and include your child's name, teacher's name, and grade along with your check.  
No cash please. 

Drop  
Box  

Do you want to keep track of your child’s lunch account balance?  Just visit 
www.isd742.org or go directly to our Oak Hill web site and click on ―food account 
balance‖.  You can find your child’s food account balance and date of last 
transaction there.  You will be prompted to enter a PIN number.  Parents:  this is 
the same PIN your child uses to purchase breakfast, lunch, and milk.  Forgot that 
PIN?  Contact the Oak Hill office or ask your child! 

Café  

Terminal  

Student  
Handbooks  

DATE 

CHANGE  

Welcome to the 2009-2010 
school year!  We’re happy to 

see all of the smiling faces 
again.   

http://isd742.org/oakhill.html
http://www.isd742.org/
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
http://www.sjordahl.blogspot.com:80/
http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com/
http://www.isd742.org/
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Owlôs Nest  
Notes  

Payments into student lunch accounts may be made in the main 
office, dropped off in the school drop box, or online through the  
secure website PayForIt.net. 
 
Families and staff have the ability to make secure online food account payments 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, using PayForIt.net.  To set up an account you need a 
valid e-mail address, a credit card (Visa or Mastercard only) and your child's PIN 
number.  Each child in your family can be set up on the same account. Money 
added to the account typically displays in less than 24 hours.  You can also set up 
e-mail reminders to notify you when the account balance gets low or you can set up 
recurring payments. 
 
The PIN (Person Identification Number) follows your child through Grade 12 in the 
District.  Students must memorize the number and enter it on a keypad to indicate 
when they have eaten a meal at school.  Students should memorize their number 
during the first few days of school.  Younger grades will have assistance available. 
 
Oak Hill provides nutritious meals with careful attention to dietary needs.  Monthly 
menus will be sent home attached to the ACORN and are available on-line. 
 
 
PRICES: 
Student Breakfast $1.40 
Student Lunch $2.10 
Reduced Fee Lunch $0.40 
Milk  $0.40 
Adult Breakfast $2.25 
Adult Lunch $3.60 

School Bus Route  
Information  

Oak Hill  

PTSA News  

Join us!  Strong schools are a result of dedication from staff, students, and 
families.  One way to become involved at school is by joining the Parent-Teacher-
Student Association (PTSA) with other concerned adults committed to the 
educational success of children and the promotion of parental involvement in 
schools.  The PTSA serves as a relevant resource for parents and a strong 
advocate for education.  Membership in PTSA is open to anyone who is concerned 
with the education, health, and welfare of children.  We have a very caring PTSA 
Board.  Please join to help support our programs, even if you cannot come to 
all the meetings.  Meetings are held the second Wednesday of the month @ 2:30 
p.m. in the Media Center (Library).  We will also plan for some evening meetings 
again.   
 
If you are interested in the Volunteer Coordinator position, please contact Carissa.  
Oak Hill Community School relies on tremendous parent volunteers to help 
coordinate many wonderful activities and events.  If you misplaced your PTSA 
application, request another from the office.  Dues are $7.00 for the entire school 
year.  Many extra benefits of PTSA membership can be found on-line as noted on 
the back of your membership card.  
    
President:  Carissa Capistrant  carissasue_80@hotmail.com 

Vice President::  Jana Gulati   
Treasurer:  Joan Gossman 
Secretary:  Suzanne Steman 
Ways and Means:  Shelley Meyer-Leabch 
Volunteer Coordinator:  (open) 
ACORN Editor:  Beth Donnelly acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com  
 
 

Note the DATE CHANGE for the first PTSA meetingñWed, 9/16 
 

KIDSTOP  
Corner ð259 -5081  

School Bus Route Information for eligible students was mailed out in August . 
Please look over the information carefully and contact the transportation of-
fice if the information does not look correct or you did not receive a letter. 
Please be aware that many stops and routes have been changed with efficiency 
and cost reductions in mind.  Students should be at the bus stop five (5) min-
utes prior to the scheduled stop time.  The buses may run late the first several 
days of school.  Thank you for your help and patience as we start the school 
year. 
 
District Transportation (PS) 320-253-9370 
Spanier Bus Service Inc (S) 320-251-3313 

When students need to be picked up during the school day or at dismissal, a note 
should be sent to the teacher.  If students are to go home with another child, a note 
needs to be sent to the teacher.  Please send a note if anything is not the usual 
routine.  We care very much about the safety of your children. 
 
Parents/drivers should park in the front of the building and pick up the children at 
the office.  Please use the roadway along the sidewalk as a pick up/drop off 
zone only; it is not designed for extended time parking.  Please do not park in 
the òRed Zoneó as it is for emergencies only. 
 
Parents, pick up your child at the front doors, never meet them in the back.   
 
NOTE:  If a student walks/bikes to and from school, it is very important to establish 
a known route with parents. 

 
At Oak Hill School, we ask that students not ride on the 
sidewalks or through congested parking lots as it is safer for 
all, including themselves.  Instead we ask that they walk the 
bikes.  We also ask that they park their bikes at the front of the 
school in the racks provided.  Though we cannot guarantee the 

safety of property brought to school, we have found that there are fewer incidents 
related to bikes during the day when they are parked by the office up front.  No 
matter where children use bikes, please tell them to keep an eye on the road ahead 
so they can be prepared for hills and road obstacles. Some common ones that can 
cause falls include the following:  big puddles, changes in the road surface, storm 
grates, gravel or rocks, curbs, and little children in the pathway. 

Parking, Biking and  

Student Pick Up  

If you are joining your child 
for lunch, please notify the 
office in the morning. 

KIDSTOP at Oak Hill is an after-school program of the Boys & Girls Club.  There 
are many activities to choose from including homework help, art projects, nature 
activities, gym games, and outdoor fun.   KIDSTOP is open until 6:00 p.m. 

Help support our local restaurants and earn money for your school. Simply dine at 
the featured restaurant on the selected day, mention Oak Hill School and the 
restaurant will donate a percentage of your bill to our school. 
Wednesday, September 16 - Five Guys Burgers & Fries 4ñ8 pm (10% of 
restaurant sales go to Oak Hill) 
Tuesday, September 22 - Cold Stone Creamery 4ñ8 pm (10% of your bill goes 
to our school when you mention Oak Hill) 

Dine for  

Donations  

https://www.payforit.net
http://www.payforit.net/
mailto:carissasue_80@hotamil.com
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
http://isd742.org/transportation/index.html
http://isd742.org/transportation/index.html
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Activities and  
Events  

District 742 is offering an amazing array of fall classes. Community Education's 
fall course catalog will be mailed to District 742 residents on September 14. 
Online registration began Sept. 3 at http://stcloudcommunityed.com.  
 

Techõs Mighty Mites 
All fourth through sixth grade students are welcome to join the 
Tech Cross Country Mighty Mites program.  The Mighty Mites 
will experience the fun of running by training with the Tech 
Cross Country Team on four very special Wednesday practices 
held at Lake George.  Running games 
and challenges will get the Mighty Mites 

ready for the Elementary 1K Race held after the Tech Cross 
Country Invitational Oct. 13 at 6:10 p.m. at Oak Hill Elemen-
tary.  
View the flyer/registration form for more information. 
 

Join Junior Tiger Gymnastics 
Girls in kindergarten through eighth grade are invited to join Junior 
Tiger Gymnastics. Classes are held in the Tech High School gymnas-
tics room. All levels are welcome. We have classes for beginners 
through competitive teams.  
Visit www.juniortigers.com for more information. 
 

St. Cloud State University will offer the Husky Softball 2009 Fall Develop-
ment Clinics for youth softball players ages 10-18 at the Uni-

versity's Selke Field in St. Cloud. This series will offer youth softball 
players three different opportunities for development in hitting, 
fundamentals, and  pitching.  The hitting clinic will take place from 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Sept. 15, Sept. 22, Sept. 29 and Oct. 6. The 
cost is $75.  The fundamental clinic will take place from 5:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. on Sept. 10, Sept. 17 and Sept. 24. The clinic cost will be $40.  The 
pitching clinic will take place from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Sept. 10, Sept. 17 and Sept. 
24. The clinic cost will be $75.  For more information on this clinic, please call Paula 
U'Ren at 320-308-2900 or e-mail her at pjuren@stcloudstate.edu.  Info at 
www.stcloudstate.edu/athletics. 

Reminder – Due to the HUGE success of our garage sale last year…the Oak Hill 
Technology Committee will once again be holding a garage sale in January. If you 
have any items to donate, please consider putting them aside until our garage sale. 
Every donation will help us to reach our technology goals. 
 

 

Magazine Sales Fundraiser 

 
Thank you for supporting magazine sales at Oak Hill. 

Renewal slips are coming in the mail.  But WAIT!  Magazine 
sales for Oak Hill will start in November.  If you cannot wait to renew your maga-
zines, you may place magazine orders online—new or renewal subscriptions. 
 
Go to: www.qsp.com  click on SHOP NOW under WELCOME TO QSP 
Enter our school organization #425007816 and start shopping. 
When you reach the checkout, make sure to enter you student’s name & teacher’s 
name, so credit is given towards prizes and bonus items. 
 

By ordering magazines through our school, 40% of your purchase 
benefits our school. 

 

FALL FESTIVAL PLANNINGñ 
We are putting together an Oak Hill Fall Festival on September 29th to get every-
one welcomed back to school and enjoying Oak Hill friends and families.  We hope 
you are able to come join the fun.  The date is fast approaching, so please contact 
Carissa Capistrant carissasue_80@hotmail.com (320-339-1160) to let her know 
that you are available to help. 
 

Year-Round Fundraisersñ 
Cub Receipts, Box Tops for Education, Tyson Project A+ labels, Campbell’s Labels 
for Education, Kemp’s & Land O’Lakes’ Milk Caps, and Food Club UPCs (at Co-
born’s & Cashwise).  Classrooms have drop-off areas for these, and there are 
labeled drop offs for all of the receipts/labels/caps in the front lobby.  More about 
what to clip and save in next week’s edition.  Cub receipts for July, August, and 
September being collected now. 

More Oak Hill  
PTSA News  

WAIT!  

MORE FACULTY & STAFF 2009-2010 LISTINGS 
 
Office 
Tina Lahr/Chris Blauer–Principal  
Sara Nelson- Assistant Principal 
Sue Stang   
Suzy Jansky 
Esther Dusha 
Carla Reeck-AYP Support-District  
Christina Zabrocki - School Resource Officer  
 
Social Worker 
Monica Bucholz 
 
Counselor 
Nancy Streng 
 
Mental Health Facilitator 
Monica Bucholz 
 
Psychologist 
Deb Forstner 
 
Academic Achievement Coordination 
Fay Bolin 

Special Education 
Kate Butkowski-DCD/EBD 
Lara Challberg-DCD 
LeAnne Clark - DCD 
Debra Clouse –EBD 
Mary Leslie - LD 
Stevie Lommen - LD 
Paul Marks – DAPE 
April Morrison-DCD 
Angie O’Neill-ELL  
Lindsey Peterson-DCD 
Kathy Scholtes-Speech                  
Kristie Skuza - Speech 
Sandy Smith - LD 
Mari Walker - ELL 
Stephanie Wruck- Autism Specialist-District       
And many more wonderful special education assistants 
 
Nurses 
Martha Christensen and Susan Fruth      

Food Service 
Barb Driver - Head Cook 
Kathy Ness- Second Cook 
Sylvia Harren 
JoAnn Kampa 
Charolette Murphy 
Pam Payne 
Diane Stocker-Mace 
JoAnn Cossairt 
 
Assistants 
Deb Cottew – Media-Cultural Navigator 
Shawn Gilloley 
Elena Hanson 
Anna Kostreba 
Marian Lahr 
Randi Magsam 
Jeni Pederson 
 
  Maintenance 
  Gary Glein 
  Betty Henkemeyer 
  Sally Hansen 
  Brad Halleman      

http://stcloudcommunityed.com
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/flyer_MightyMites.pdf
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/www.juniortigers.com
mailto:pjuren@stcloudstate.edu
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/athletics/events/default.asp
http://www.qsp.com
mailto:carissasue_80@hotamil.com

