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An Oak Hill PTSA/Site Council Newsletter 

Oak Hill Community School 
2600 County Road 136    St. Cloud, MN   56301 

Dear Parents: 
 
Oak Hill has a new AmeriCorps Math Enrichment Program for grades 4-6, also 
known as Math Corps.  This new program is designed to enrich students’ 
mathematical and problem solving skills.  Some students may be working one-
to-one with a Math Enrichment Tutor.  The Math Enrichment Tutor will utilize an 
intervention program that follows a model known as CRA.  The program’s 
―concrete‖ (C) element allows students to begin learning mathematical 
concepts through the use of manipulatives.  Students then move onto the 
―representational‖ (R) where students demonstrate their knowledge through 
drawings, charts, etc.  Then students complete the ―abstract‖ (A) portion where 
they practice mathematics through their text book or worksheets.  Finally, 
students end each lesson with continual practice through technology.   
 
Children will be selected based on their past two years’ MCA (Minnesota 
Comprehensive Assessment) scores.  Students with scores ranked in the 
―partially meeting expectations‖ range will be targeted.  Our goal is to give the 
children an extra boost of knowledge in order for them to move to that next 
range of meeting expectations demonstrated by the MCA.   
 
In addition, the students will take part in a computer based NWEA MAP 
(Measures of Academic Progress) Test.  This test will be taken periodically 
throughout the school year and will indicate what specific interventions would 
benefit the children.  Therefore, the children’s time is spent only in areas of 
specific need.  Please welcome Oak Hill’s Americorps Math Tutors:  Noriko 
Lanz and Stephanie Kollar.  We also want to thank Jona Deavel, District Math 
Coach, Jennifer Heyne, Americorps Coordinator, and Jereme Fimrite, Oak Hill 
Internal Coach, for their work in helping to make this special opportunity 
possible.  Special appreciation is also extended to Linda Hollenkamp, Media 
Specialist, and Wendy Tamm, District Technology Support Technician, for their 
leadership in NWEA-MAP electronic testing. 
 
This is a wonderful opportunity available to our district to assist learners in 
areas of need. Please continue to support your child’s mathematical learning 
outside of school as well.  

A Message from our  

Principal, Tina Lahr 

 

   
Oak Hill Math Corps Tutors:  (Left to Right) 

Stephanie Kollar and Noriko Lanz 

the Oak Hill 

K-1 Math  2-3 Math  4-6 Math 

These websites can be accessed through our school site (upper box labeled 
Online Activities) or by viewing the ACORN on-line.  Happy Math Learning!  
Your teacher’s website may also have some suggestions for age appropriate 
activities. 

http://www.isd742.org/%7Eoakhill/k-1math.htm
http://www.isd742.org/%7Eoakhill/2-3math.htm
http://www.isd742.org/%7Eoakhill/4-6math.htm
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Oak Hill 
Communication 

Student/Class Hours:  7:40 a.m.ð2:15 p.m. 
Office Hours:  7:30 a.m.ð4:00 p.m. 
Phones:           Office  251-7936 
                         Attendance  202-6822 
                         Fax  529-4313 
E-mail:   Enter the first name.last name@ISD742.org   
(i.e.: tina.lahr@ISD742.org)  We will make every effort to answer your 
messages promptly.   
Oak Hill Web Site: http://isd742.org/oakhill.html 
District 742 Web Site:  http://isd742.org 
Oak Hill ACORN:  A weekly newsletter sent home on Thursdays with 
the youngest student in the family. 
Editorôs e-mail address:  acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com  
Oak Hill PTSA Web Site:  http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com 

Homework Help - To access online reference materials for homework, go to our 
website at www.isd742.org/~oakhill and click on Reference Tools. Select Home 
Access. The username is homework & password is fall. The password changes 
seasonally but the username remains the same.. 

Attendance 
Line 

During the school year if your child is ill and will be staying home or you will be 
absent for some other reason, please call the Oak Hill Attendance Line right away 
in the morning at 202-6822 and leave a message including your child's name, your 
name, your child's teacher, and the reason your child is absent. 

Drop 
Box 

A Payment Drop Box is located in the office door - left of the main office door and 
in between the staff photos in the main hallway.  You or your child may drop 
payments off there at anytime.  Please be sure to put your payment in an envelope 
and include your child's name, teacher's name, and grade along with your check.  
No cash please. 

Student 
Resources 

Upcoming 
Events (continued) 

Fourth Grade Husky Science 

 Monday, September 29 
 Tuesday, September 30 

Grade One to Fairhaven Farm (Piper, Ormsby, Schoenecker) 

 Tuesday, September 30 

Chip Shoppe Order Forms DUE 

 Wednesday, October 1 

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Wednesday, October 8, 2:30 pm Media Center (Library) 

St. Cloud House of Pizza Night for Oak Hill 

 Tuesday, October 14 

NO SCHOOLñMEA Statewide Professional Conferences 

 Thursday, October 16 
 Friday, October 17 

Sixth Grade Trip to Deep Portage 

 Wednesday, October 22—Friday, October 24 

Chip Shoppe Delivery Date 

 Tuesday, October 28, 2—6 pm 

General Election DayñVOTE! 

 Tuesday, November 4 

Fall Festival Family EventñFUN, FUN, FUN! 

 Thursday, November 6, 5—7:30 pm  

NO SCHOOLñStaff Development Day 

 Friday, November 7 

QSP Magazine Fundraiser Kick-off  

 Wednesday, November 12 

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Wednesday, November 12, 2:30 pm Media Center (Library) 

Fall Conferences 

 Thursday, November 13, 3:00—6:30 pm 
 Tuesday, November 18, 3:00—6:30 pm 

End of First Trimester 

 Friday, November 21 

NO SCHOOLñThanksgiving Break 

 Thursday, November 27 
 Friday, November 28 

NO SCHOOLñStaff Development Day 

 Monday, December 1 

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Wednesday, December 10, 2:30 pm Media Center (Library) 

Two Hour Late Start 

 Tuesday, December 16 

NO SCHOOLñWinter Break 

 Wednesday, December 24 - Friday, January 2  
 School resumes on Monday, January 5 

Regional Chess Tournament (details in future ACORNs) 

 Saturday, January 24, 2009, 9 am—2:30 pm at Discovery School  
Last Blast Picnic 

 Thursday, May 14, 2009 

The ACORN, a school and PTSA sponsored newsletter, is a communication channel 
for the Oak Hill community.  It is sent home on Thursday as a printed copy and posted 
each week and archived at our Oak Hill web site. 
 
Student news, comments, and suggestions may be left in the ACORN mailbox in the 
office or e-mailed to acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com.  If your child has something 
special to share with our Oak Hill ―family‖ - a special award or achievement - 
academic, athletic, artistic, community, etc. - or a part in a community play or musical 
event, etc. - please submit a short paragraph describing the award, event, etc.  
Photos are welcome—they can be scanned, but an easier format is a digital file.  
Thank you also to the teachers for submitting photos, happenings, and student 
writings.  Oak Hill is a wonderful place! 

Upcoming 
Events 

Celebrate Excellence at Oak Hill!  (TONIGHT) 

 Thursday, September 18, 5:30—7:00 pm 

Sixth Grade Band Registration 

 Thursday, September 18, 7:00 pm at Talahi Cafeteria 

Two Hour Early Dismissal  

 Wednesday, September 24 

Sammyõs Pizza Night for Oak Hill 

 Thursday, September 25 

Fourth Grade River/Water Fest 

 Thursday, September 25 

School Pictures, Grades Kñ3 

 Thursday, September 25 

School Pictures, Grades 4ñ6 

 Friday, September 26 

Grade One to Fairhaven Farm (Schrom, Kragness, Gitter-Skow) 

 Friday, September 26 

DATE CHANGE 

http://isd742.org/oakhill.html
http://www.isd742.org/
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com/
http://www.isd742.org/oakhill.html
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
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Owlôs Nest  
Notes 

Payments into student lunch accounts may be made in the 
main office, dropped off in the school drop box, or online 
through the secure website PayForIt.net.  See the school’s 
website for details. 

Magazine 
Sales Fundraiser 

Respectfulness which means — to have or show high regard for; the state of 
being esteemed; to treat with courtesy or consideration. 
 
Readiness which means — prepared for immediate use of action.  To be mentally 
and physically prepared for an experience or an action.  
 
Responsibility which means — the condition of being responsible; obliged to carry 
out or take care of, as duty, trust or debt; reliable, trustworthy. 
 
Punctuality which means — acting finished or arriving on time.  To be punctual 
with work.  Show respect for others by doing the right deed at the right time. 

Words 
for the Month 

Your child has been assigned a PIN (Person Identification 
Number) which follows him/her through Grade 12 in the District.  
Students must memorize the number and enter it on a keypad 
to indicate when they have eaten a meal at school. Younger grades will have assis-
tance available.  Use the PIN to also check food account balance at our school 
website.  Forgot that PIN?  Contact the Oak Hill office or ask your child! 

Why was WJON morning radio announcer, Bob Hughes, at Oak Hill?  The Oak Hill 
office staff, Sue Stang, Esther Dusha, and Suzy Jansky received a special visit 
from Bob who delivered morning muffins from Perkins.  Bob and WJON were con-
tacted by sixth grade teacher, Dale Freese.  Dale had submitted an appreciative 
analogy to recognize the office staff and how hard they work. 
 
Now for those of you who have not completed word analogies since you were in 
school, it is the comparison of words and how they relate to one another.  Mr. 
Freese’s analogy was as follows: 
 
Oak Hill Office Staff: Oak Hill::Flour: Muffin 
 
What does this mean?  You got it!  The Oak Hill office staff is to Oak Hill what flour 
is to a muffin…a very important, main ingredient to giving the school substance and 
taste just as flour does in a muffin.   
 
Analogies can be thought provoking and fun!  We would like to try Dale’s analogy 
with a second ingredient. 
 
Oak Hill Office Staff: Oak Hill::Sugar: Muffin 
 
What does that mean?  You got it again!  The office staff is to Oak Hill what sugar 
is to a muffin…they both add sweetness!  We so appreciate our secretaries, where 
would we be without them?   Oak Hill is indeed fortunate!   
 
Have fun trying some analogies of your own, maybe even honoring someone as 
Mr. Freese did. 
 
—Happy Thinking, Ms. Lahr 

From Left to Right:  
 
Susan Stang,  
Bob Hughes,  
Esther Dusha, and 
Suzy Jansky 

Thank Youð 
Office Staff 

WAIT!  

Thank you for supporting magazine sales. Renewal slips 
are coming in the mail.  But WAIT!  Magazine sales for 
Oak Hill will start in November.  If you cannot wait to 
renew your magazines, you may place magazine orders 
online, new or renewal subscriptions. 

Go to: www.qsp.com  click on SHOP NOW under WELCOME TO QSP 
Enter our school organization #425007816 and start shopping. 
  

By ordering magazines through our school, 40% of your 
purchase benefits our school. 

The International Day of Peace is September 21  It was 

established by a United Nations resolution in 1981 to coincide with 
the opening of the General Assembly. The first Peace Day was 
celebrated in September 1982.  

NOTES FROM BARB DRIVER: 
Welcome back to a great new school year.  We are looking forward to serving your 
students and would enjoy serving you whenever you would like to join your student 
for a meal.  Please notify the office in the morning. 
 
Please check the menu and discuss healthy choices with your students.  
Encourage them to take what they will eat and to eat what they choose. 
 
Our LUNCH options are the same as previous years. 
1) We have our MAIN LINE which follows the district menu.  We try to offer a 

variety of fruits and vegetables, so the students have more options.  They 
must take three of the five items offered each day.  When there is pork on the 
menu, we have an alternate item for those who cannot eat pork.   

2) We also offer a CHEF SALAD LINE which consists of 2 cups lettuce, 1 oz. 
cheese, 1 slice buttered bread, 1 oz. sunflower seeds, 4 cracker packets and 
1/2 cup fruit.  They also have the items from the salad bar that include 
shredded cheese, eggs, green peppers, onions, tomatoes, black olives, 
turkey, peas, bacon bits and croutons.  We have French and ranch dressings. 

3) Our third option is a SANDWICH LINE.  This features: 
            Jelly with 4 oz. yogurt cup 
            Bologna with 1 oz. cheese stick 
            Cheese with 1 oz. cheese stick 
            Subs (turkey, turkey ham, & cheese) and (bologna, turkey ham, & cheese) 
         All sandwich baskets come with 1/4 cup of baby carrots and 1/2 cup of fruit. 
 
Desserts when on the main line are available for all lunch options.  Ketchup, 
mustard and salad dressing are available everyday.  We offer 1%, skim and 
chocolate skim milk everyday.  Orange juice is available for those who are allergic 
or lactose intolerant with a doctor’s note.  Please call with any questions or 
comments that you would like to share.  251-7936 extension 4750. 
 
Thank you (students, too) for being so patient with us that first week of school.  We 
had a few glitches and shortages, but we have that adjusted now. 
 
REMINDER:  There will be no breakfast on Wednesday, September 24 (Early 
Dismissal).  We will start serving brunch at 8:20. 

https://www.payforit.net
http://www.qsp.com
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For 
Sale 

Oakly Sportswear/Apparel 
(available in the office and at special school events) 
 
Light Blue or Black Short Sleeve T-Shirt: $8.00 
Light Blue or Black Long Sleeve T-Shirt: $12.00 
Black Hooded Sweatshirt with Embroidered Logo: $25.00 

 
Please make checks payable to: Oak Hill PTSA 
Thank you! 
 
Fridays this year at Oak Hill will be School Spirit Day.  
We encourage students, staff, parents, and visitors to 
wear their Oak Hill apparel on Fridays.  Go OWLS! 

Levy 
Information 
Visit the Levy Information page for more information on the District’s website.  A 
table outlining the expiring levy authority dollar amounts along with the proposed 
numbers based on several options of market value housing are listed.  Read the 
new Levy Q & A document for more information. 

Activities 

And Events 
CELEBRATIONS OF EXCELLENCE at Oak Hill TONIGHT Sept. 18 from 5:30ñ
7:00.  This event features door prizes, refreshments, mini-carnival games and tours 
of the Big Woods by Guy Schaefer.  School and student talent will be showcased in 
the gym.  School Board member Gerald VonKorff, County Commissioner Mark 
Sakry, and Principal Tina Lahr will present on the levy.   
 
6th Grade Beginning Band also tonight!  7pm in the Talahi Cafeteria. 
 
It’s not too late to join Husky Pups 2008.  Under the supervision of SCSU coaches 
& players, boys & girls (K-8) have the opportunity to learn and practice football skills 
on Saturday mornings (9-10 am) before home games.  Free passes to home 
games, T-shirt, and more for $20.  Call 308-3955 for more info or click on the link. 
 
District 742 is offering an amazing array of fall classes. Online registration at http://
stcloudcommunityed.com. Mail, fax, phone and in-person registration began 
Sept. 12.  
 
Register for the FREE Autism Resource Fair, September 27, 12:30—3:30 pm 
(details in 9.4.08) info@ArcMidstate.org 
 
Register for Junior Tiger Gymnastics (K-8) at Tech.  www.juniortigers.com or 
contact Joel Stark-Haws 529-8713. 
 
Girls (Gr. 3—6) sign up for the Tech Tiger Volleyball Camp 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm, 
Oct. 3 at Tech High School. View the registration form for more information on the 
district website or contact Janel Loesch 654-0528.  
 
Step Out: Walk to Fight Diabetes on October 4 at Riverside Park.  8 am check in; 
9 am start.  Take a 3 or 6 mile walk. Refreshments follow. Details at 
www.diabetes.org/stepout or call 888.342.3837 

 

More PTSA 
News 

Dine for 
Donations 

Donôt forget the new website! 
www.oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com 
 
Membership forms are still available in the office or on the website. 
 
The Oak Hill PTSA is pleased to introduce the newest member of our Executive 
Board, Carissa Capistrant. Carissa will be joining the Board as Co-President Elect 
along with Molly Millett. 
 
If you are interested in assembling the newsletter on Thursday mornings, please 
contact Beth Parries at 259-8647. 
 
Dine for Donations is a restaurant fundraiser for our school.  Look for more 

restaurants in the next couple of weeks. (see below) 

 
And, of course, Year-Round Fundraisers!  (see flyer this week for examples) 

Cub Receipts, Box Tops for Education, Tyson Project A+ labels, Campbell’s Labels 
for Education, Kemp’s & Land O’Lakes’ Milk Caps, and Food Club UPCs (at 
Coborn’s & Cashwise).  Classrooms have drop-off areas for these, and there are 
labeled drop offs for all of the receipts/labels/caps in the front lobby.  Last year Oak 
Hill earned $2,080 from Box Tops for Education.  Earnings so far this year -  $831. 

Help support our local restaurants and earn money for your school. Simply dine at 
the featured restaurant on the selected day, mention Oak Hill School and the 
restaurant will donate a percentage of your bill to our school. 
  
Thursday, September 25 - Sammyõs Pizza  ($1.00 for every buffet purchased 
goes to our school) 
  
Tuesday, October 14 - St. Cloud House of Pizza (10% of your bill goes to our 
school. Dine in or take out) 

Messages from  

the Media Center  

Greeting Cards to Bookmarks Project 
 
―Oh, wow!!!‖    ―Mrs. Hollenkamp, look at this one!‖     ―Awesome!‖ 
 
These are a few of the comments we’ve heard in the Media Center since we’ve 
started recycling old greeting cards and making them into bookmarks.  
Unfortunately, our Media Para who makes these bookmarks at home has run out of 
old cards. 
 
You can help her by bringing your old holiday, birthday or thank you cards to the 
Media Center (or send them with your child) and we can continue this FREE and 
EASY process.  The students will greatly appreciate your donations, and you’ll be 
recycling! 
 
Thank You, Mrs. Hollenkamp and Mrs. Cottew 

A time for celebrating the culture, art, and achievements of Hispanic people, September 
15ïOctober 15 has been designated as Hispanic Heritage Month.  September 15 also 
marks the independence days of five Hispanic countriesðCosta Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. Mexico achieved independence on September 

16, and Chile on September 18.  View 742ôs link list. 

In the language of science, an equinox is either of two points on the celestial sphere 
where the ecliptic and the celestial equator intersect. For the rest of us, it's one of two 
times a year when the Sun crosses the equator, and the day and night are of approxi-
mately equal length.  At the autumnal equinox (Sept 22, 2008; 11:44:18 A.M. EDT), the 
Sun appears to cross the celestial equator, from north to south; this marks the begin-
ning of autumn in the Northern Hemisphere.   
 
permission granted— "Autumnal Equinox." Infoplease.  © 2000–2007 Pearson Education, publishing as 
Infoplease.  17 Sep. 2008 <http://www.infoplease.com/spot/equinox1.html>. 

http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/levy2.html
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/levyQA2008.pdf
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/athletics/sports/football/story.asp?pubID=33&issueID=21671&storyID=26524
http://stcloudcommunityed.com
http://stcloudcommunityed.com
mailto:info@ArcMidstate.org
http://www.juniortigers.com/
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/flyer_TechVolleyball.pdf
http://www.diabetes.org/stepout
http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com/
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/linklist_HispanicHeritage.pdf
http://www.infoplease.com/id/CE009788.html
http://www.infoplease.com/id/CE016185.html

