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A Salute to Three Very Special Educators!

Pat enthusiastically accepted a kindergarten teaching position. Pat has served
A Me_ssage _from our on numerous committees including the kindergarten curriculum committee
PrlnC|paI, Tina Lahr which helped establish content for new teachers and the social studies
curriculum committee which addressed the state standards. Pat also served
Greetings! as an instructional leader and internal coach for the kindergarten Americorps
Program in the building. Pat 6s
It is always an honor to acknowledge people for their efforts and contributions shares her time with her husband, Bob, and Josh, her oldest son. Luke, her
to the field of education. | want to recognize three very special educators and second oldest son, was lost to cancer. Pat has thus dedicated herself to the
dedicate this, the final issue of the ACORN for the 2008-2009 school year, to Hospice Program, recognizing its importance in helping families whose loved
them. | wish to recognize Fay Bolin, Patricia Brown, and LaVonne Gitter- ones have serious illnesses and
Skow, all of whom are retiring after many years of dedicated service in our
district. Mrs. Gitter-Skow was the recipient of the 2005
Leadership in Educational Excellence Award. She
Fay Bolin was the recipient of the Annual 2008 LEEA, Leadership in teaches first grade at Oak Hill. Mrs. Gitter-Skow
Educational Excellence Award. Mrs. Bolin is a fifth grade teacher at Oak Hill taught kindergarten at Kennedy School in St. Joseph
who originates from Timaru, New Zealand. She taught in both New Zealand for 13 years before moving to first grade at
and Australia for three years before meeting her husband, Jerry, who was Washington School in St. Cloud. When Oak Hill
stationed at a Naval base over there. In returning to the U.S., Fay and her opened, she transferred here to teach at that grade
husband began raising their family in California but opportunities brought them level. She has shared her talents in the district since
to Minnesota. Fay was the Gifted Education Coordinator and Teacher in Thief 1973. LaVonne has taught the after school Targeted
River Falls for ten years, developing curriculum for the program from its Services reading class with her colleagues entitled
inception. Her family then moved to Saint Cloud where she began teaching AfEager Readerso, helping studen
fifth grade at South Junior High when it was actually an elementary-middle reading. She has also taught summer school, noting the need to enrich
school setting. When Oak Hill opened its doors in 1980, Fay joined the team of studentsdé lives in the summer v
teachers here and has taught fifth grade ever since. Mrs. Bolin has dedicated others inspired her to co-lead annual events raising funding for the United Way
herself to teaching and academic achievement. The Future Problem Solving and coordinating the volunteers for the Salvation Army bell ringing that takes
Team she worked with three years ago went to the International Competition in place each holiday season. She is always one of the very first to volunteer her
Fort Collins, Colorado. The team she worked with two years ago placed time to Oak Hillodés events wheth
second at the State level and subsequently went on to the International level in PTSA sponsored event. LaVonne lives in the country with her family and has
Lansing, Michigan, the following year as sixth graders. This year, Fay three sons, Colin, Kyle, and Sean, of whom she is very proud.
successfully coached yet another team that made it to the state finals. These
are but a few examples of Mr s.| Bromlthsand so muchanord, you cdn et how vivasious] intelligentc carisge m
Fay notes that her greatest accomplishments are her children, grandchildren, and dedicated these teachers are. They have demonstrated a deep and
her teaching career, and the relationships she has developed with both abiding love for teaching and children which clearly shows. Teaching is one of
students and parents through the years. the careers having a significant impact on society. Education plays an
i mportant part of shaping each
Pat Brown was the recipient of the 2004 Leadership in Educational Excellence that will always last. Thank you, Mrs. Bolin, Mrs. Brown, and Mrs. Gitter-Skow,
Award. She teaches kindergarten at Oak Hill and began working in the District for your service. We wish you only the best and will miss your enthusiasm not
in 1980. She taught preschool for eight years, traveling between buildings only for teaching butbye®d, |wd ew
such as Wilson, Westwood, and North. From 1988-1990, she worked with the say, fAWe hope to see you soon. o
AKids in Kindergartend progra which provided transitional pr
young students. When Oak Hill Community School opened its doors in 1990, Heartfelt Wishes, Ms. Lahr
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Oak Hill Upcoming
Communication Events

Student/Class Hour§:40 a.nd.2:10 p.m.
Office Hours7:30 a.m.d 4:00 p.m.
Phones Office 251-7936
Attendance202-6822
include your child's name, your name, your child's teacher,
and the reason your child is absent
Fax 529-4313

| Mrs. Gitter-Skow , Mrs. Brown, and Mrs. Bolin |

Important Reminders
Checklist

Return all library and school text books.
Settle kindergarten and lunch payment accounts.

_ _Check the nALost

missing items.

an
Remind my child to take home all personal items

from his/her locker and desk on the last day of school.
Check for forthcoming student progress reports.

Register any new students who will be attending dur-
ing the 2009-2010 school year. 5
Ve
9¢
N

\Y,

Have a wonderful summer!!!

A Fitker OnelBaR &iudk Foo@ BBQ Equ@ment,i

o  Field Day for Grades 3 & 4 at Oak Hill
Friday, May 29

e  Grade 2 to Little Falls
Friday, May 29
Tuesday, June 2
Wednesday, June 3

e  Grade 1to Red Lobster, Library & Lake George Park
Friday, May 29
Monday, June 1
Tuesday, June 2

e  Grade 3 to St. John's Arboretum
Tuesday, June 2

e Grade 6 to Skatinod
Tuesday, June 2, 9-11 am

e  PTSA Meetingfi Everyone Welcome!
Tuesday, June 2, 2:30 pm, Media Center

e  Grade 6 to Parkwood 18
Wednesday, June 3, 11:30 am

e Last Day of School for students and
Sixth Grade Graduation
Thursday, June 4

Pl ace

e Summer School at Oak Hill
June 16-18, June 23-25,
July 14-16, July 28-30,
and August 4-6

e  OPEN HOUSE for 2009-2010 at Oak Hill Community School
Tuesday, September 1, 4-6 pm

ING DIRECT has partnered with District 742 to
collect items to send to active duty soldiers

from MN that are stationed in Irag. itemscanbe
dropped off at school in the box by the office or at the ING DIRECT Café, lo-
cated in downtown St. Cloud. Donations will be accepted through June 1.

ltems requested include: Books & Magazines
(used or new), Colored Pens & Pencils, Games,
DVDs, Single Serve Drink Packets (not liquid),
Hand Sanitizer, Baby Wipes, Personal Hygiene
ltems, Single Serve Jerky Packets, Softballs,

Letters. Cash donations can be left in the office
for postage and purchase of additional items.
Thanks!

OAK HILL SPIRIT WEAR available in the office/check to PTSA

Was $8.00, Now $5.00 - Light Blue or Black Short Sleeve T-
Shirt

Was $12.00, Now $8.00 - Light Blue or Black Long Sleeve T-
Shirt

Was $25.00, Now $19.00 - Black Hooded Sweatshirt with

ems
Embroidered Logo

The ACORN, a school and PTSA sponsored newsletter, is a communication channel
for the Oak Hill community. It is sent home on Thursday as a printed copy and posted
each week and archived at our Oak Hill web site.

Student news, pictures, comments, and suggestions may be left in the ACORN
mailbox in the office or e-mailed to acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com.
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Early Childhood Screening for Three
Through Five -Year-0Olds

Owl 6 s Nest

Notes

The early childhood years from birth to the start of kindergarten are an important
time of rapid learning and growth. Early Childhood Screening is a quick and
simple check of how children are doing between the ages of three to four years.
It identifies, at an early stage, possible learning or health concerns so that
children can get needed help before starting school. Screening in early childhood
supports children's readiness for kindergarten and promotes positive child health
and developmental outcomes. Early Childhood Screening is not a kindergarten
entrance test.

All families with children ages newborn through age five should complete a
census form. Minnesota Department of Education Early Childhood Health and
Developmental Screening was created to assist parents and communities
improve the educational readiness and health of all young children through the
early detection of children's health, development, and other factors that may
interfere with a child's learning and growth.

Secure website for payment is PayForlt.net.

Hello everyoned
Please note that there will be no salad or sandwich lines the
last week of school. See the menu below.

Thanks for a great year. It has been a pleasure serving everyone. Have a great
summer , and weol | see most of dyo
Enjoy your new schools.

& Barb Driver and the kitchen crew

JUNE 1 & chicken nuggets for K-1, chicken drummies (wings) for Gr 2-6, tortilla
chips and cheese sauce, green beans, fresh fruit

JUNE 2 & (A True Variety Day) hamburger & bun, beef dippers, turkey patty &
bun, taco burrito, quesadilla pizza, vegetable, watermelon

JUNE 3 8 cheese pizza, green beans, comn, fruit sauce

Early Childhood Screening is required for entrance in Minnesota's pdblidUNE 4 8 (Bag Lunch Day) turkey ham and cheese or bologna and cheese sand-

schools or within 30 days of enrollment into kindergaideyn Childhood
Screening is offered throughout the year. All three and four year old children
must be screened at least once. Early Childhood Screening or a comparable
comprehensive screening is required for public school kindergarten entrance.

The screening process:
AProvides an opportunity for young children and their families to acce
variety of services and early childhood programs; and

A Promotes and supports parents understanding of their child's
development, and learning.

The developmental screening instruments used in the St Cloud Area School
District are recommended by the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) for use

in comprehensive screening programs for children in Minnesota and are
approved by the Minnesota Department of Education for use in the Early
Childhood Screening Program.

Assessments include:

Avision, hearing, developmental screening (cognitive, fine and grog
language and social emotional development),immunizations, physical growth,
risk factors that influence learning, referral for health care coverage, summary
interview with parent. (Minnesota Statutes § 121A. 17)

St Cloud Area School District Early Childhood Screening Registration

Call Community Education at (320)529-6500 ext 6255 or register online at
www.stcloudcommunityed.com.

Please download the following forms (located left side column), complete, and
bring with you to your screening date:
Health History

Devel opment al
age (3's,4's or 5's)

Immunization Form

Consent to Screen Form

Release of Information Form - this is only needed if your child has been
screened in another location - no appointment is needed.

All screening is done at Roosevelt Early Childhood Center, 3015 3rd St N, St
Cloud, MN 56303. Questions? Call Jackie at (320)529-6500, x-6255 or email:
jacqueline.lee@isd742.org.

° and

Ages Stages

Summer Schoolf Targeted Services

Oak Hill will operate summer school Tuesday through Thursday for three hours
per day from 9:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. on the following dates: June 16-18, June 23-
25, July 14-16, July 28-30, and August 4-6. The teachers are as follows thus far
(There could be additions): K1 Kristina Tykwinski, First Grade 1 LaVonne Gitter-
Skow and Jodie Kragness, Second Grade 1 Cathy Bautch and Tina Piper, Third
Grade 1 Kelly Reichel, Fourth Grade i Linda Baker, Fifth and Sixth Grade Com-
binediDal e Freese. I nvitati ons w¢g
referrals for student needs. Your child must be invited and signed up in order to
attend. Questions? Pl ease ask
be provided by the district through busing, or you may pick your child up by 12:15.
Special thanks to Linda Hollenkamp, Summer School Coordinator.

wich, chips, carrots, fruit, treat

Oak Hill
PTSA News

5S #1Wid& PTSA Meeting of the year will be on Tuesday, June 2nd at 2:30 p.m. in
the Media Center. We will have a brief meeting, followed by refreshments to thank
h&RétDe08/2009 PTSA Board Members for all their hard work.

2009/2010 PTSA Board Members:
President - Carissa Capistrant
Vice President -
Secretary - Suzanne Steman
Treasurer - Joan Gossman
Volunteer Cordinator - Dina Kortuem
S MAJR& Means - Shelley Meyer-Leabch
Acorn Editor - Beth Donnelly

We are looking for an Oak Hill parent to be the Vice President for 2009/2010 school
year. If interested and for more information please contact Carissa Capistrant, 320-
339-1160 or carissasue_80@hotmail.com.

We would like to again express our sincere appreciation to all the Local
Businesses, Oak Hill Families & Staff who donated items for the raffle and time to
help for the picnic and the entire year. Your willingness to donate ensures

(c:orginr%eg ﬁupgo[t t% the guﬁegts athaOk IF|iII ng)om{n%\itg S[ChOOIr'nTgapkg%J”(!a S
WordMasters
Champions

Four students representing Oak Hill School recently won highest honors in this
year 06 s Wor d Ma satioral laguage ditsacbmbetition gntered by
approximately 230,000 students annually, which consists of three separate meets
held at intervals during the school year.

Competing in the difficult Blue Division of the Challenge, fifth graders C.J. Bach,
Ryan Buls, and Cassidy King, and sixth grader Molly Parries all eared perfect
scores in the yearo6s third meet,
graders and 67 sixth graders earned perfect scores. Ryan Buls scored 58 out of
60 for a combined total on all three of this year's challenges. Other students at the
school who also achieved outstanding results in the recent
meet included fifth graders Aaron Bartlett, Trevor
Herrington, Cheyenne Rea, Jenna Corrigan, Dustin Meier,
e Kagtde MiBe Ahdtew BictsKalla, arld 18aac Sviertsdh; @nd
sixth grader intl)(n Buls, Harry Stanius, Lily Winter, Sam
OKidrfipa, KriBtdn ILuids SSunfh8 8ofind #id" Max Webb.
The students were coached in preparation for the Challenge
by Fay Bolin and Debra Hoye. Great work!



https://www.payforit.net
mailto:carissasue_80@hotmail.com
http://www.isd742.org/census.pdf
http://www.stcloudcommunityed.com/
mailto:jacqueline.lee@isd742.org

PAGE4 + ACORN THURS. MAY 28 « 2009

From the Media Center 0 More from Ms. Lahr
Linda Hollenkamp, Media Specialist d the Back page

If students have an overdue book and they think they brought it back, have them
come to the library to look for the book. It is their responsibility to look for the book

or come to talk to us. All books are due now. A, B, C Farewell

A is for the alphabet which we know how to say.
Open House & First Day Back -to-School B is for busy bodies, at work and at play.
Oak Hill Community School will host its Open House on Tuesday, September 1, Cis for colors - red, yellow, blue, and green.
from 4:00-6:00 p.m. Please come and meet the staff, bring your supplies, and get D is for drawing pictures, the best you've ever seen.

to know your way around. The first day of school for students is officially Tuesday,

September 8. School hours are 7:40 a.m.-2:10 p.m. for regular student contact. E is for exercise to keep our bodies strong.

Kindergarten and First Grade teachers will make families aware of any changes in F is for the fun we've had as we have gone along.

scheduling that would vary from this. G is for the good friends we made throughout the
year.

Summer Boredom? H is for happy faces, filled with love and cheer.

Learning can be Fun! | is for imagination used at every turn.

: : : : J is for jobs and praises we have had a chance to
Have your child try the following websites to play educational computer games and

access fun activities: (Andndadjonot forget cal@Myi | 16s site comp
Hollenkamp, Media Specialist) K is for kindergarten -hip, hip hooray!
www.educationworldcom( Look for W@AEducation YWorl d Lag for'ﬂe%lmi?lé), )more and more each day.

www funbrain.com M is for minding and showing our respect.
www.nobelprizeorg( Look for fAExplore and UYear nge§g fﬁ?%lﬁrﬁbet“s.odﬂé,ltv@o’,‘thr%é‘..%ér?ect‘? ased

on Nobel Prize winnersd discover]i es)

O is for the obstacles we learned to overcome.

Don6t forget to have your <child reet__,d over thg suljmmeﬁ. Asdlttle a
can make a difference!! The time you invest in learning now will pay off in the is for puppets and for playing rhythms on'a drum.
future. Thank you for supporting Q isforalldheiquestions wetve askaditwoughout the

year.
Letters to the R is for reading stories, even those that bring a tear.
Editor S is for different snacks, several we have tried.

T is for talking. It's not to be denied.
U is for unusual; it fits some things we've done.
V is for our volunteers, parents and everyone!
W is for the world of words we've barely dipped into.
o o?(r% gS tfh%r ng)txht mM3wsSPFL Cyio"iljI c gr{ ds é

Y is for yes, it has been a great year!

A letter from Mrs. Gitter-Skow to all of her little (and bigger) scholars:

As you may already know, | have decided that this will be my
last year as a teacher. While | was thinking about it, | realized
that almost every September, since | was five years old, |
walked into a classroom (either as a student or as a teacher).
That 6s 52 years! (1 bet
figure out how old lam . . .)

Anyway, 36+ of those yea beeansﬁl)rSyOLﬁhfLII2e%tCW€réread‘y0ha\Ve0nUfeart03 tin
someone else a turn. Surely there are lotso f  p e o p | dqve ways wanted

be your teachero too. Author Unknown

Of course, | hope 1611 still sefg you around. And | want you to | et
me foranythingieven when youdre dall gropjn upo somedayv really mean it!
Wel | , | guess thatos it. | knowl] youdre becor good peopl e
already so strong, good-looking and above average! Remember, be nice to every-

body, do your best and dondét eatj] too many T

Love you dearly,
Mrs. Gitter-Skow

ACORN Editor Thanks &
from Ms. Lahr Thank you for a wonderful year!

Special appreciation is extended to Beth Donnelly, the ACORN Editor, for working Special gratitude is sent to the entire PTSA, families, and staff whose
s0 hard to collect and place all of the site information together ingthe most numerable efforts have
organized fashion and appealing format, environment. You put the
Many thanks! Danke! Arigato! AcommuQakd t vy
Xie xie! Merci! Hill Community
Grazie! School!!
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