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Oak Hill & RIF Honor òI Love to Read Monthó and òRead Across Americaó 
 
Reading is one of the most important gifts you can give your child!  Al Greenfield, 
former Reading Specialist for the State of Minnesota, studied language and 
discovered there is a large difference between the vocabulary knowledge of five 
year olds entering kindergarten.  They generally enter kindergarten knowing 4,000 
to 12,000 words.  Children need to know approximately 10,000 words in order to be 
successful readers.  Why is there such a difference?  Mr. Greenfield notes that in 
homes where parents read to children, model reading, play educational games, and 
talk with their children, it enhances childrenôs abilities to develop a broader range of 
language capabilities as well as vocabulary.  In fact, research shows that children 
who are read to, talked to, and played with for approximately 1.1 hours per day 
from birth will learn, on average, between 10,000-12,000 words by age 5.  Their 
ability to learn new words in school is even greater due to the fact that students can 
build upon their prior language knowledge.  The study suggests the greatest gift 
you can give to your children is time, especially time spent on developing language 
skills. 
 
To honor the importance of reading, we have arranged for Oak Hill students to 
receive a free book selection from the RIF, Reading is Fundamental, Foundation.    
What better way to gain knowledge and be entertained than by reading?  The RIF 
organization was founded in 1966.  It has given away more than 300 million books 
in that time!  RIF notes that is equivalent to ñone book for every person in the 
United States, with a couple million left over.  If laid end-to-end, they would encircle 
the globe one-and-a-half times.ò  RIF and Oak Hill invite you to celebrate the love of 
reading and to become better acquainted with literature.  RIF provides some 
examples of what your child may read.  If your child would like to learn more about 
presidents and first ladies, for example, there are many fine books to try such as 
the following: 
Meet George Washington by Joan HeibronerðIntroduction to George 
Washingtonôs life growing up, being a soldier, and spending time at Valley Forge.  
Students can learn more about our countryôs first president.  
George Washingtonôs Teeth by Deborah Chandra and Madeleine Comora.  Did you 
say teeth?  Yes, teeth.  In between charging into battle and crossing the Delaware, 
George lost most of his teeth.  In fact, the first time he sat for a presidential portrait, 
he supposedly had only one left.  The book tells about Washingtonôs life from a 
unique angle.  
Abe Lincoln: The Boy Who Loved Books by Kay WintersðThis story emphasizes 
that having a love of books, as Abraham Lincoln did, can change a personôs life.  

A Message from our  
Principal, Tina Lahr  

Knowledge is power to move you to become a great person...maybe even the 
President of the United States.  
Barack Obama: Our 44th President by Beatrice GormleyðThe book describes 
President Obama's life from childhood to his inaugurationéhis unique story and 
possibilities for the future.  
Donôt Know Much about the Presidents by Kenneth C. DavisðLearn about the 
presidents' inaugurations and important political achievements, as well as their 
nicknames, hobbies, and even what kind of foods they did (and did not) eat. 
Discover how life in the White House has changed and the diverse ways the First 
Ladies helped America.  
Eleanor Roosevelt:  A Life of Discovery by Russell FreedmanðThis book was a 
1994 Newbery Honor book.  Learn more about the first lady who was called 
ñAmbassador to the World!ò  
Miss Lady Birdôs Wildflowers: How a First Lady Changed America  by Kathi 
AppeltðAn introduction to Lady Bird Johnsonôs life and her passion for the natural 
world and in promoting the preservation of wildlife and parks. 
 
The RIF website also holds online author information like that of David Wiesner 
who wrote Free Fall, Flotsam, Tuesday, Hurricane, and The Three Pigs.   Different 
authors are featured routinely. 
 
You can visit www.rif.org for more information.   The RIF website provides the 
following for children:  Leading to Reading for ages 1-5 and Reading Planet for 
ages 6-15.  Reading Planet has four main areas that include a ñGame Stationò 
which allows students to play literacy games, ñActivity Labò which allows students to 
illustrate, ñBook Zoneò which allows students to watch and listen to animated stories 
and songs, and ñExpress Yourselfò which allows opportunities for your children to 
engage in writing.   Check it out for safe, interactive literacy learning. 
 
Letôs not forget that next Tuesday is also Dr.  Seussô Birthday, celebrated across 
the U.S. with ñRead Across America Week.ò  We all remember many titles we read 
while growing up.  Try reading Your Favorite Seuss: A Baker's Dozen from the One 
and only Dr. Seuss. This book holds 13 stories of his all-time favorites including 
The Cat in the Hat and Yertle the Turtle  amongst others.  You can also visit 
www.seussville.com for more interactive learning and play.   
 
Happy reading and learning! 

THE OAK HILL 

LOVE TO READ!  

ACORN 

 
Chip Shoppe Orders DUE 

next Tuesday!  

http://www.rif.org/
http://www.seussville.com/
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Oak Hill  
Communication  

Student/Class Hours:  7:40 a.m.ð2:15 p.m. 
Office Hours:  7:30 a.m.ð4:00 p.m. 
Phones:           Office  251-7936 
                         Attendance  202-6822 
  include your child's name, your name, your child's teacher, 
  and the reason your child is absent 
                         Fax  529-4313 
 
Payment Drop Box:  left of the main office doorðno cash please 
E-mail:   Enter the first name.last name@ISD742.org   
(i.e.: tina.lahr@ISD742.org)  We will make every effort to answer your 
messages promptly.   
Oak Hill Web Site: http://isd742.org/oakhill.html 
District 742 Web Site:  http://isd742.org 
Oak Hill ACORN:  A weekly newsletter sent home on Thursdays with 
the youngest student in the family. 
Editorôs e-mail address:  acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com  
Oak Hill PTSA Web Site:  http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com 

Homework Help - To access online reference materials for homework, go to our 
website at www.isd742.org/~oakhill and click on Reference Tools. Select Home 
Access. The passwords are available from your childôs teacher or email Linda 
Hollenkamp, Media Specialist at  linda.hollenkamp@isd742.org.  

Student  
Resources  

Upcoming  
Events (continued)  

Spring Pictures  

 Thursday, March  26  
 Friday, March 27  

Evening PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, March 31, 6:15ð7:30, Media Center  

6th Grade Grandparent Program 

 Wednesday, April 1 

Grade 3 Music Concert 

 Thursday, April 2, 7 pm, Oak Hill Gym 

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, April 7, 2:30 pm, Media Center  

Five Guys Burgers & Fries Dine for Donations to Oak Hill 

 Tuesday, April 7, 4 pm to 8 pm 

SPRING BREAK ð NO SCHOOL 

 Friday, April 10 
 Monday, April 13 

6th Grade Grandparent Program 

 Wednesday, April 15 

Last Blast Picnic 

 Thursday, May 14 

Last Day of School for students (NEW) 

 Thursday, June 4 

The ACORN, a school and PTSA sponsored newsletter, is a communication channel 
for the Oak Hill community.  It is sent home on Thursday as a printed copy and posted 
each week and archived at our Oak Hill web site. 
 
Student news, pictures, comments, and suggestions may be left in the ACORN 
mailbox in the office or e-mailed to acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com.  

Upcoming  
Events  

Teacher Conferences 
 Thursday, February 26, 3ð6:30 pm 
 Tuesday, March 3, 3ð6:30 pm 

Chip Shoppe Fundraiser Orders DUE 

 Tuesday, March 3 

READ ACROSS AMERICA DAYðTuesday, March 3 

Community Forum about the 2009-10 Proposed Budget Adjustments for 

District 742 
 Tuesday, March 3, 6 pmð8 pm, Apollo High School Media Center 

D & L Taco Gringo Night for Oak Hillñ558-4016 

 Tuesday, March 3 

6th Grade Grandparent Program 

 Wednesday, March 4 

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! (NOTE THE DATE) 

 Wednesday, March 4, 2:30 pm, Media Center  

Kindergarten Music Concert 
 Friday, March 6, 11:15 am, Oak Hill Gym 

 
MID-WINTER BREAK ð NO SCHOOL 

  Monday, March 9 to Sunday, March 15  
 

St. Cloud House of Pizza Night for Oak Hillñ252-9300 

 Tuesday, March 10 

6th Grade Grandparent Program 

 Wednesday, March 18 

Timberlodge Steak House Night for Oak Hill 

 Tuesday, March 24 

Homework Help - To access online reference materials for homework, go to our 
website at www.isd742.org/~oakhill and click on Reference Tools. Select Home 
Access. The passwords are available from your childôs teacher or email Linda 
Hollenkamp, Media Specialist at  linda.hollenkamp@isd742.org.  

Student/Class Hours:  7:40 a.m.ð2:15 p.m. 
Office Hours:  7:30 a.m.ð4:00 p.m. 
Phones:           Office  251-7936 
                         Attendance  202-6822 
  include your child's name, your name, your child's teacher, 
  and the reason your child is absent 
                         Fax  529-4313 
 
Payment Drop Box:  left of the main office doorðno cash please 
E-mail:   Enter the first name.last name@ISD742.org   
(i.e.: tina.lahr@ISD742.org)  We will make every effort to answer your 
messages promptly.   
Oak Hill Web Site: http://isd742.org/oakhill.html 
District 742 Web Site:  http://isd742.org 
Oak Hill ACORN:  A weekly newsletter sent home on Thursdays with 
the youngest student in the family. 
Editorôs e-mail address:  acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com  
Oak Hill PTSA Web Site:  http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com 

The ACORN, a school and PTSA sponsored newsletter, is a communication channel 
for the Oak Hill community.  It is sent home on Thursday as a printed copy and posted 
each week and archived at our Oak Hill web site. 
 
Student news, pictures, comments, and suggestions may be left in the ACORN 
mailbox in the office or e-mailed to acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com.  

LOOK!  

St. Cloud Area School District 742 invites the community to participate in a com-
munity forum to learn and share valuable information about the 2009-2010 Pro-
posed Budget Adjustments. The forum is 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. March 3 in the Media 
Center at Apollo High School. Coffee will be served. Your involvement will help 
us look to the future and continue our mission of excellence and accountability.  
Budget information is on the District 742 web site.  You can refer to the home 
page where you can access information about the process, the list of proposed 
adjustments to date, and background information as well as the form for submit-

ting ideas.  A Power Point is available on the web and Channel 6. 

Oak Hill Parent -Teacher -Student Conferences  
will take place on  

Thursday, February 26, and  
Tuesday, March 3, from 3:00 -6:30 p.m.  

CHECK IT OUT... 
Dr. Steve Jordahl, Superintendent, has created a blog site (it 
will also allow video streaming in the future).  The intent is to 
improve communications with the community of St. Cloud.  
This will be for information only so there will not be an oppor-
tunity for making comments. 
 

The website: www.sjordahl.blogspot.com 
 
Enjoy the reading, the links, the video and other information. 

http://www.isd742.org/oakhill.html
mailto:linda.hollenkam@isd742.org
http://isd742.org/oakhill.html
http://www.isd742.org/
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com/
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/apollo.html
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/
http://www.sjordahl.blogspot.com/
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Owlôs Nest  
Notes  
 
Secure website for payment is PayForIt.net. 

MondayñMarch 2ðwill be a true variety day.  Itôs one of those  
old clean-out-the-freezer days.  We will be offering Pizza, Chicken Wraps, Egg 
Rolls, Burritos, Taco Snacks, Chicken Patties, Turkey Patties, and Beef Patties.  
We will hopefully have a variety for each grade but when they are gone, thatôs it.  
Hopefully everyone will get something they like! 
ðBarb Driver 

 
 

Words  
for the Month  

Remember the upcoming times below.  Supporting our local restaurants and 
earning easy money for the school is appreciated. Simply dine at the featured 
restaurant on the selected day, MENTION Oak Hill School and the restaurant will 
donate a percentage of your bill to our school. 
 
Tuesday, March 3ñD & L Taco Gringo 10% of your bill to Oak Hill PTSA.  It is 
located in the Clearwater strip mall between the Truck Stop and DQ.  Open until 9 
pm.  Phone 558-4016.  
 
Tuesday, March 10ñSt. Cloud (Downtown) House of Pizzañ252-9300 10% of 
your bill goes to Oak Hill PTSA between 5 and 8 pm.   Dine in or take out. 
 
Tuesday, March 24ñTimberlodge Steak House  15% of your bill to the Oak Hill 
PTSA. 
 
Tuesday, April 7ñFive Guys Burgers and Fries  10% of all sales donated to the 
Oak Hill PTSA, between 4 pm and 8 pm.  Dine in or carry out. 

Oak Hill  
PTSA News  

Note the new time for the March PTSA MeetingðWednesday, March 4, 2:30 pm 
Media Center.  Please also remember that in March there will be another evening 
PTSA Meeting on the 31st. 

 

REMINDER:  Spring Chip Shoppe 
Fundraiser orders are DUE by 
Tuesday, March 3rd.  The delivery will be April 7th. 

 
TEACHERS, PLEASE NOTE:  Magnet Art Fundraiser pictures are due by Friday, 
February 27.  Parents will receive order forms after winter break in March.  The 
display case in the front of school has a few examples of items the company can 
create with your studentôs artwork. 
 
Keep those Cub receipts.  Remember to send items like this and Box Tops, etc.  
with your kids to school so they can drop them in their home room.  Or there is a 
organizer with drawers for items in the front entryway at school.  Thank you for 
helping the PTSA & Oak Hill provide so many quality programs. 

Cooperation which meansðworking together for a common purpose; a joint 

action. 
 

Consideration which meansðthe action of thinking carefully; thoughtful 

concern as for the feelings or interests of others. 
 

Uniqueness which meansðbeing the only one of its type; without an equal or 

like; singular. 

Dine for  
Donations  

Kindergarten  
Readiness  

Tune in for "Getting Your Child Ready for Kindergarten" video on Channel 6. 
English - 6:00 p.m.  
Somali - 7:00 p.m.  
Spanish - 8:00 p.m. 

The video runs for approximately 57 minutes and will replay every Sunday, Tues-
day, Thursday and Saturday through March 21.  Starts this Saturday. 

Recently some of the second graders had the opportunity to act.  The children truly 
worked so hard and performed so well!   

Oak Hill Staff have dedicated February as Global Outreach Month.  Two staff mem-
bers will be volunteering their time, traveling with mission groups to Guatemala and 
Uganda.  A parent letter went out earlier in the month with details.  See also Acorn 
of 2-12-09.  For more info on HELPS International and Watoto Child Care teams, 
explore their websites with links online.  Grades K-2 have suitcases in each room 
collecting school supplies, toiletries, & puzzles.  Grades 3-6 have been encouraged 
to bring small donations of coins or bills.  Both programs will share donations. 

"Give With Your Heart -  
Change the World!"  

Wonderful Second Grade  
Play Performances  

The 2009-2010 school calendar has been approved by the 

Board of Education.  View the calendar at the Districtôs web site. 

https://www.payforit.net
http://isd742.org/~oakhill/acorn2-12-09.pdf
http://www.helpsintl.org/
http://www.watoto.com/
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/cal20092010.pdf



