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Hello 
 
Very few months present the “teachable moments” that the month of 
December does.  It is somewhat easy to get caught up in the 
commercialism, but we are in a unique position to remind children that this 
is a time of sharing, caring, and giving.  By modeling good citizenship, we 
can show children what joyous feelings can be generated by helping 
others. 

 
We can demonstrate citizenship by 
visiting local nursing homes.  One 
neat suggestion that came from a 
parent was to notify a local nursing 
home administrator to find out if 
there are any patients who never 
receive visits or gifts.  At that point, 
one could inquire if it would possible 
to help.  Other ways include 

dropping off food, clothing, toys, or sundries (blankets, toothpaste, 
shampoo, etc.) at local shelters.  Occasionally, your time is needed even 
more than items…time to help homeless children with homework, to teach 
an adult to read or write, or simply to visit and extend a smile. 
 
Children can be encouraged to create hand-made gifts as well.  An idea 
would be an appreciation journal where children record pages of 
illustrations and entries that honor someone and show their importance.  
The journal can be referred back to throughout the years to remind those 
people how special they are. 
 
Very often these contributions are needed and can be continued 
throughout the entire year.  Over the course of the last couple months, 
students of all ages have submitted anti-bullying posters and some older 
students have submitted essays on the American Dream and What 
Freedom Means to Me.  In doing so, I found they extended many words of 
wisdom that fit the season’s message:   

A Message from our  
Principal, Tina Lahr 

 

Do onto to others as you would have them do onto you, treat one another 
with respect, recognize the dignity of others, try to put yourself in others’ 
shoes, recognize your own self-worth, believe in yourself and others, and 
appreciate freedom.  The youngest students put it concisely…be nice.  So 
simple but so important!  These are very profound thoughts that we should 
hold close to our hearts all year.  Have a wonderful and safe winter break.  
May you find all the peace and harmony you deserve in 2009! 
  
Ms Lahr 

THE OAK HILL 

The St. Cloud Area Parent Legislative Action Team (PLAT) and Parent Legislative 
Action Network (PLAN) strive to make a difference for St. Cloud Area students. 
These non-partisan groups of parents and citizens encourage action and advo-
cacy for improved education funding for our children.  See the District’s website 
and consider becoming involved in public education more. 

Sharing, Caring, Giving 

ACORN 

Frosting lids (50 more) are still needed by Mrs. Kragness.  
Drop off in her room or in the office.  Thank you. 

Please check out the wish list for teachers at the PTSA website. 

V o l u n t e e r  T u t o r s  N e e d e d :  

Do you have a college degree in literacy, math, teaching, or a 
related area?   Are you a retired teacher who misses working 
with students?   Have you been looking for a special way to 
use that knowledge?   Oak Hill is seeking P -T reading and 
math volunteer tutors to provide assistance or guidance for 
students, both those with special needs and those with gifted 
needs.   If interested, please contact Tina Lahr @ 251 -
7936.   Thank you for considering!  
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Oak Hill  
Communication  

Student/Class Hours:  7:40 a.m.ð2:15 p.m. 
Office Hours:  7:30 a.m.ð4:00 p.m. 
Phones:           Office  251-7936 
                         Attendance  202-6822 
  include your child's name, your name, your child's teacher, 
  and the reason your child is absent 
                         Fax  529-4313 
 
Payment Drop Box:  left of the main office door—no cash please 
E-mail:   Enter the first name.last name@ISD742.org   
(i.e.: tina.lahr@ISD742.org)  We will make every effort to answer your 
messages promptly.   
Oak Hill Web Site: http://isd742.org/oakhill.html 
District 742 Web Site:  http://isd742.org 
Oak Hill ACORN:  A weekly newsletter sent home on Thursdays with 
the youngest student in the family. 
Editorôs e-mail address:  acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com  
Oak Hill PTSA Web Site:  http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com 

Homework Help - To access online reference materials for homework, go to our 
website at www.isd742.org/~oakhill and click on Reference Tools. Select Home 
Access. The passwords are available from your child’s teacher or email Linda 
Hollenkamp, Media Specialist at  linda.hollenkamp@isd742.org.  

Student  
Resources  

Upcoming  
Events (continued)  

Regional Chess Tournament  

 Saturday, January 24, 9 am—2:30 pm  
 at Discovery School, Waite Park 
 REGISTER by JANUARY 9 
 

NO SCHOOLñStaff Development Day 

 Monday, January 26 
 

Drop Off for Garage Sale 

 Friday, January 30 

Oak Hill Garage Sale for SMART Boards 
 Saturday, January 31, 8 am—1 pm 

 
6th Grade Grandparent Program 

 Wednesday, February 4 

Two Hour Late Start 

 Tuesday, February 10 

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, February 10, 2:30 pm Media Center  

Grade 5 Orchestra Concert 

 Friday, February 13 

NO SCHOOLñPresidentõs Day 

 Monday, February 16 

6th Grade Grandparent Program 

 Wednesday, February 18 

Teacher Conferences 
 Thursday, February 26, 3—6:30 pm 
 Tuesday, March 3, 3—6:30 pm 

Kindergarten Music Concert 
 Friday, March 6, 11 am 

Evening PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, March 31, 6:00—7:30 Media Center  

 

The ACORN, a school and PTSA sponsored newsletter, is a communication channel 
for the Oak Hill community.  It is sent home on Thursday as a printed copy and posted 
each week and archived at our Oak Hill web site. 
 
Student news, pictures, comments, and suggestions may be left in the ACORN 
mailbox in the office or e-mailed to acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com.  

Upcoming  
Events  

Grade Three to ôThe Tale of Despereauxõ 

 Friday, December 19 

All Sixth Grade Orchestra Holiday Festival @ Talahi 

 Friday, December 19, 10 am 

NO SCHOOLñWinter Break 

 Wednesday, December 24 - Friday, January 2  
 School resumes on Monday, January 5 
 

6th Grade Grandparent Program 

 Wednesday, January 7 

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, January 13, 2:30 pm Media Center  

St. Cloud House of Pizza Night for Oak Hill 

 Tuesday, January 13 
 

NO SCHOOLñMartin Luther King Day 

 Monday, January 19 

Evening PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, January 20, 6:00—7:30 Media Center  

Timberlodge Steak House Night for Oak Hill 

 Tuesday, January 20 

6th Grade Grandparent Program 

 Wednesday, January 21 

Sixth Grade Band ôInformanceó 

 Thursday, January 22, 7 pm Talahi Gym 
 

PHOTO GALLERY  

mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com


PAGE 3    ACORN THURS. DEC 18  2008  

Owlôs Nest  
Notes  

Secure website for payment is PayForIt.net. 
 
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and a very Happy New Year to 
everyone from the ladies in the Owl's Nest.  We've enjoyed serving 
you all and look forward to a great new year.  Hope to see you all in 2009. 
 
Enjoy the winter break.  Stay Happy, Healthy and Safe 
 
The Kitchen Crew 

Generosity  which means — the quality of being generous.  A generous act . 

 

Goodwill which means — having good feelings toward others; gaining a good 

reputation and having a cheerful willingness. 
 

Kindness which means — gentle, willing to help; friendly and considerate.  

Words  
for the Month  

Tuesday, January 13ñSt. Cloud House of Pizzañ252-9300  10% of your bill 
goes to Oak Hill between 5 and 8 pm.  Dine in or take out. 
Tuesday, January 20ñTimberlodge Steak House (15% of your bill to Oak Hill) 
Tuesday, January 27ñMexican Village Downtown (10% of your bill goes to our 
school—please no other coupons or discounts) 
Tuesday, February 10ñSt. Cloud House of Pizzañ252-9300  10% of your bill 
goes to Oak Hill between 5 and 8 pm.  Dine in or take out. 
 
You must Mention Oak Hill school for us to receive our donation. 

Oak Hill  
PTSA News  

Dine for  
Donations ðcoming in 2009  

 

Oak Hill Garage Sale - (Please Note Changes) 
We have expanded our list of donations we are accepting to include clean, gently 
used clothing (adult, teen, children, infant), books, toys, games, household items, 
sports equipment, etc.  Please see attached flyer. 
  
We are still looking for approximately 15 volunteers to help sort and set up on 
Friday, January 30th and 15 volunteers to help cashier, organize and clean up on 
Saturday, January 31st.  Please email Mollie Garden at rmgarden@charter.net , 
Noel  Kern  a t  jnkern@charter.net o r  Roxy  Plombon at 
grplombon@citescape.com if you can help. 
  
All proceeds will be used to purchase SMART Boards for our school! 
 
 
CUB RECEIPTS DUE!!!  DONõT FORGET TO TURN THEM IN.  THANK YOU. 
 
 
Cell phones are still being collected/recycled for fund raising.  
There is a drop box in the office. 

A sixth grade US Academic Triatholon (USAT) team placed second at the USAT 
meet in Cold Spring recently.  The members are Kaelyn Angell, Megan Seehusen, 

Whitney Wheelock, Rachel Stender and Molly Par-
ries.  They are coached by Beth Parries.  Another Oak 
Hill team placed third, coached by Linda Carr.  Team 
members include Preston Angen-Determan, Sungho 
Sohn, Caitlin Carr, Lionel Wichman, and Raquel Mohs.   
 
GREAT WORK and GREAT FUN! 

Great  
Achievements  

Thank you for contributing to Toys for Tots 

and to the Salvation Army Food Barrell. 

Sixth Grade ð 
How Far We Have Come  

submitted by Benjamin, Zimring, Harry Stanius, Molly Parries, Megan Seehusen, Bailey 
Cossiart, Madeleine Christian, Logan Raygor, and Jennifer Kor 

 
The sixth graders have been having a very exciting and fun year so far.  We have 
already been to Deep Portage, started our Grandparent Program, been to our first 
Future Problem Solving (FPS) meet, and had three End of Month parties. 
 
Deep Portage is a conservation camp.   Most of us got to go there and sleep over 
there for two nights.  During our trip there, we got to go rock climbing, build fires, 
play fun games, learn how to survive in the woods, and much more! 
 
The Grandparent program is like a field trip.  On every other Wednesday, we get to 
go to a nursing home and visit with some of the residents.  We also get to play 
Bingo. 
 
Mrs. Hoye’s Block 1 and 2 students have been very busy!  On top of all the class 
work, we have also found time to make a newspaper about Deep Portage and 
study cyber conflict.  The students studied cyber conflict for FPS, and everyone did 
very well. 
 
At the end of every month, the sixth graders with less than three stamps (stamps 
are a penalty for late homework) get to do a fun activity.  We always have a lot of 
fun. 
 
Sounds like the year has been lots of fun so far, right?  It has, but many sixth 
graders aren’t 100% happy.  The sixth graders looked forward to the sixth grade 
wing for many years, but the second graders took it at the last minute leaving us all 
thoroughly depressed. 
 
As much as we wanted that wing, we know it was all for the best.  Sixth grade has 
been fun so far, let’s hope it continues that way! 

Nurseôs 
NotesðMartha Christensen, RN  

HEAD LICE 
A few cases of head lice have been identified within our school.  Head lice have 
nothing to do with a family’s income, social status, or personal hygiene.  ANYONE 
can get head lice!  Head lice are transmitted by head-to-head contact.  Symptoms 
of head lice are itching of the head and neck.  Treatment options include over-the-
counter agents, natural products and prescription medication.   
 
For further information, check out isd742.org.  Click on programs-nursing services-
how to treat head lice. 
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Activities  
and Events  

A holiday dance show—WINTER WONDERLAND—at Cathedral High 
School this weekend will highlight several Oak Hill dancers and raise 
money for cancer patient and dancer Stephanie Hommerding.  Shows 
are 5:30 pm, 6:30 pm, & 7:30 pm.  Tickets at the door—suggested dona-
tion of $5 for adults and $2 for students.  Each show will last approxi-
mately 30 minutes, and then cookies and punch will be served.  Santa 
will be there, too! 
 
New Early Childhood classes will begin in January for parents and their children 
birth to kindergarten entry.  Many fun classes will be available ("Shake Your Sillies 
Out", "Run & Read", "Rock & Roll", "Parents Are Teachers" and more!).  View the 
catalog of winter classes online or call 253-5828 for more information. 
 
The SCSU Soccer Team is holding a youth soccer clinic for girls and boys ages 6 
to 12.  The clinic will be held at the Husky Dome, January 24—9 to 11 am.  Partici-
pants will receive instruction on shooting, passing, and dribbling by the St. Cloud 
State Soccer players and coaches.  Players should bring cleats, soccer ball and 
water to the session.  The charge is $20 per player and checks can be made out to 
SCSU Soccer.  Registration form and money sent to: 

 SCSU Soccer 
 304 HaH 
 720 4th Ave. S 
 St. Cloud, MN 56301-4498 

 
Form is online www.stcloudstate.edu/athletics/events/documents/
SoccerClinicforYOUTH.pdf. Some are also available in the office.  For more infor-
mation contact Jessica Nei (neje0801@stcloudstate.edu or 282-3379).  
 

"Getting Behavior in Shape at Home"   This is the topic of a four  week  

class for parents of toddlers, preschoolers, kindergarten, first graders, and second 
graders.  The classes focuses on using many of the same Positive Behavior Inter-
vention and Support (PBIS) strategies we use at school.  You will learn to maximize 
the positives in your family and develop routines so that your child's behavior is at 
his/her best.  The classes are free and childcare is provided.  Dates of the class 
are: Jan 20, 27, Feb. 3, 10.  Class sessions are from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at McKinley 
Community Education Center.  To register call Lucy at 253-5828, ext. 
5805.  
 
Technical High School will host a Holiday Choral Concert 7:30 pm Decem-
ber 22 in the gymnasium.  The concert, which is free and open to the 
public, features a number of choirs and small ensembles. 
 
St. Cloud Area School District 742 will hold a Language Immersion Program 
Information Night at 7:00 pm Jan. 15 at Apollo High School, Room 415.  This 
meeting is for parents/guardians of 2009-10 kindergarten students who would like 
to learn more about the Chinese and Spanish Language Immersion Programs 
offered.  For more information contact Dan Anderson, principal of Madison Ele-
mentary, 320-252-4665 or Paula Foley, principal of Clearview Elementary, 320-743
-2241. 

 
January 9 is the registration deadline for the K-6 Chess 
Tournament held on January 24 at Discovery Elementary, 
Waite Park.  For a $14 fee, students compete for trophies 
and certificates in one of four divisions.  The tournament 
runs from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  The event is sponsored by 
Resource Training Solutions, District 742 Academic Achieve-

ment and District 742 Community Education.  View the flyer/registration form for 
details on the district’s website.   Forms are also available in the school lobby. 

 
THE GIFT OF TIME 
 
During the holidays adults are planning, preparing, and organizing; while children 
may be wishing and wanting.  What do you do when the wishes and wants are 
not realistic or congruent with your personal values?  Holidays can be delightful and 
joyous, but they also can be stressful.  Tough economic conditions are the reality 
for many, although, there are POSITIVES about living through these times.  Fami-
lies learn conservation together, figure out how to be frugal, and adopt life-long 
habits and values.  Giving simple and honest explanations about finances can 
reassure children.  Share the basics at a level they can understand.   “Money is 
tight, but we’ll get through this.  It may be hard, but we will be OK.”   Once in a 
student lesson, I learned that the biggest wants had to do with time.  Here are the 
children's suggestions. 
 
AFTER SCHOOL TIME 

Have a snack. 

Play outside before homework. 

Play outside after homework. 

Someone to be there when I get home from school. 

Play together as a family. 

Play with mom more. 

Play with dad more. 

Help me get along with my brothers/sisters. 

Spend the same amount of time with me as you do with brothers/sisters. 

Ask what I did in school. 

Ask about my homework. 

 

MEAL TIME 

Eat together as a family. 

Let me help cook sometimes (but not all the time). 

Let me help decide the menu. 

Let me have a choice of beverage. 

Make a schedule for meal time chores e.g. setting and clearing the table. 

Ask about my day. 

 

BEDTIME 

Have a snack - not too rushed. 

Play a game with me. 

Read a story together. 

Stay up until parent gets home (if not too late). 

Tuck me in. 

Say goodnight. 

Counselorôs 
Corner ðNancy Streng  

I built my snowman after lunch on Tuesday. My 
snowman was built by my house.  When my snow-
man was done being built I put a black pipe on him.  
The red hat was my brothers.  I also put my dad's 
brown vest on my snowman.  My snowman was 
built after lunch on Tuesday. 
 by Myles (grade 4) 

Registration Deadline 
January 20  

See you next year!  
Thanks for every-
oneõs help in submit-
ting items, especially 
electronically!  Stay 

healthy.  


