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Hello, 
 
It has been a busy couple weeks at Oak Hill, and Thanksgiving is quickly 
approaching.  With its approach, we ponder what we are thankful for.  We are 
thankful to live in a country that places an emphasis on democracy.  On Tuesday, 
November 11, Veteranôs Day was celebrated.  This day recognizes those men and 
women who bravely serve, protect, and defend the country with the hopes of 
encouraging democracy.  Let us remember them all, along with their families.  It 
touches all of us because we certainly know or have known someone who has 
served.  To honor these individuals, we held a Veteranôs Day Program from 8:00 
a.m.-8:30 a.m. in the gym, followed by coffee, juice, and treats in the cafeteria for 
our honored guests.  The event included a welcome, the color guard, Pledge of 
Allegiance and National Anthem lead by Scouts, wonderful presentations honoring 
veterans by sixth grade students Kaitlyn Buls, Yemaya Hanna, and Lily Winter 
(their essays are on page 4), a slide show entitled ñThis Land is Your Land,ò a flag 
folding ceremony to demonstrate etiquette, and more.  Oak Hill would like to thank 
families and veterans for joining us on that special day.  A special thank you is 
extended to Pat Brown, Deb Cottew, Barb Driver, Deb Forstner, Dale Freese, Gary 
Glein, Mark Heysse, Linda Hollenkamp, Deb Hoye, Suzy Jansky, Peg Lodewyk, 
Stevie Lommen, Paul Marks, Dana McCabe, Chris Murphy, Carla Olsen, Kelly 
Reichel, Nancy Streng, Rody Young, and the Boy and Girl Scouts for their 
contributions in creating a meaningful Veteranôs Day program that touched our 
hearts.  Your contributions are greatly appreciated! 
 
We are thankful for a free public education system, a talented and caring staff, and 
bright, inquisitive students.   American Education Week and National Anti-Bullying 
Week are celebrated November 17-21.  The theme for American Education Week 
this year was ñGreat Public Schools:  A Basic Right and Our Responsibility.ò  This 
week honors educators and school staff who work to provide a safe, healthful 
environment in which students can learn and achieve to the best of their abilities.  
Special activities took place this week to pay tribute to teachers and support staff 
as well as to recognize the importance of education.  Monday, we honored licensed 
staff with a special afternoon recognition.  Tuesday, we held Teacher-Parent-
Student Conferences.  On both Tuesday and Wednesday, each grade level was 
asked to view Segments 1-12 of the ñStop Bullying Nowò curriculum disk and 
answer a series of questions in order to reflect on the harmful effects of bullying.  
Wednesday was also ñEducational Support Professionalsô Dayò where the 5th and 

A Message from our  

Principal, Tina Lahr  

6th Grade Student Councils delivered cards and morning muffins to recognize 
custodians, cooks, nurses, secretaries, lunch monitors, paras, and instructional 
assistants.  Throughout the week, we also held the Fall Book Fair and hosted 
special staff events in order to raise money to help the United Way such as a Bake 
Sale and Silent Auction amongst others. 
 
Friday, we will celebrate School Spirit Day & Substitute Teacher Day.  Please 
have your child wear school spirit apparel, old and new alike, or school colors of 
gold and blue.  The school will provide treats to substitute teachers at Oak Hill to 
say a special ñThanks!ò for all that they do for us.  Friday will also be the big day 
where Oak Hill and RIF (Reading is Fundamental) give one free book to each child 
in the school to promote literacy.  Children must be present to participate in the 
special event. 
 
Letôs not forget parents and families.  We are thankful for you.  You are the ñfirst 
teachersò of your children.  You help support school activities like Fall Festival, Fall 
Book Fair, and Chip Shoppe and QSP Fundraising.  You teach your children 
appropriate behavior, model courtesy, help with homework, support their 
endeavors, and encourage their success at school.  As we all work together 
towards ensuring studentsô educational progress, we help students realize their 
dreamséthis can only be done with your help.  Thank you parents and guardians! 
 
We honor veterans, school staff, students, families, and all who work to serve 
others.  Celebrating the American Dream and creating great public schools is 
possible because of those who work to serve the community and country, providing 
one of the most essential needs of alléhope.  Thank you for your caring spirit!  
May you have a wonderful and safe Thanksgiving next week! 
 
Ms. Lahr 
 

 

the Oak Hill 

Great Public Schools:  A Basic Right  
and Our Responsibility  

 

MAGAZINE ORDERS are due next 
Tuesday, November 25  
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Oak Hill  
Communication  

Student/Class Hours:  7:40 a.m.ð2:15 p.m. 
Office Hours:  7:30 a.m.ð4:00 p.m. 
Phones:           Office  251-7936 
                         Attendance  202-6822 
  include your child's name, your name, your child's teacher, 
  and the reason your child is absent 
                         Fax  529-4313 
 
Payment Drop Box:  left of the main office doorðno cash please 
E-mail:   Enter the first name.last name@ISD742.org   
(i.e.: tina.lahr@ISD742.org)  We will make every effort to answer your 
messages promptly.   
Oak Hill Web Site: http://isd742.org/oakhill.html 
District 742 Web Site:  http://isd742.org 
Oak Hill ACORN:  A weekly newsletter sent home on Thursdays with 
the youngest student in the family. 
Editorôs e-mail address:  acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com  
Oak Hill PTSA Web Site:  http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com 

Homework Help - To access online reference materials for homework, go to our 
website at www.isd742.org/~oakhill and click on Reference Tools. Select Home 
Access. The passwords are available from your childôs teacher or email Linda 
Hollenkamp, Media Specialist at  linda.hollenkamp@isd742.org.  

Student  
Resources  

Upcoming  
Events (continued)  

NO SCHOOLñWinter Break 

 Wednesday, December 24 - Friday, January 2  
 School resumes on Monday, January 5 

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, January 13, 2:30 pm Media Center  

Evening PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, January 20, 6:00ð7:30 Media Center  

Regional Chess Tournament  

 Saturday, January 24, 2009, 9 amð2:30 pm at Discovery School  
Evening PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, March 31, 6:00ð7:30 Media Center  
Last Blast Picnic 

 Thursday, May 14, 2009 

The ACORN, a school and PTSA sponsored newsletter, is a communication channel 
for the Oak Hill community.  It is sent home on Thursday as a printed copy and posted 
each week and archived at our Oak Hill web site. 
 
Student news, pictures, comments, and suggestions may be left in the ACORN 
mailbox in the office or e-mailed to acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com.  

Upcoming  
Events  

End of First Trimester 

 Friday, November 21 

MAGAZINE ORDERS DUE! 

 Tuesday, November 25 

D & L Taco Gringo Night for Oak Hill 

 Tuesday, November 25 

NO SCHOOLñThanksgiving Break 

 Thursday, November 27 
 Friday, November 28 

NO SCHOOLñStaff Development Day 

 Monday, December 1 
 

Oak Hill Night at Timberlodge Steakhouse 

 Tuesday, December 2 

Grade 5 to Orchestra Hall 

 Friday, December 5 

FAMILY BINGO NIGHT at Oak Hill 

 Friday, December 5, 6:00ð8:00 pm  

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, December 9, 2:30 pm Media Center (Library) 

Oak Hill Night at St. Cloud House of Pizzañ252-9300  

 Tuesday, December 9, 5:00ð8:00 pm 

Grade 4 Concert 

 Thursday, December 11, 7 pm 

Two Hour Late Start 

 Tuesday, December 16 

All Sixth Grade Orchestra Holiday Festival @ Talahi 

 Friday, December 19, 10 am 

N 
E 
X 
T 
 

W 
E 
E 
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The book fair is over now but it was a huge success. Profits go 
to the Media Center to provide books for the students.  Book 
Fair chairs were Karla Mohagen, Deb Gans and Joan 
Gossmann and Linda Hollenkamp.  THANK YOU EVERYONE! 

PHOTO GALLERY  

http://isd742.org/oakhill.html
http://www.isd742.org/
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com/
http://www.isd742.org/oakhill.html
mailto:linda.hollenkam@isd742.org
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
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Owlôs Nest  
Notes  

Secure website for payment is PayForIt.net. Patriotism which means ð love of oneôs country and loyal devotion to it. 
Loyalty which means ð faithful to oneôs country; constant and faithful to oneôs 
family, friends, or obligations. 
Courage which means ð the ability to meet danger/pain without giving in to fear. 
Thankfulness which means ð to express gratitude; to give thanks. 

Words  
for the Month  

Decrease Bullying 

Recognizing bullying is challenging.  Children and adults sometimes find it difficult 
to do.  For example, fights between friends or rough play between children with 
equal power are not bullying situations.  They become bullying, however, when one 
person has more power and uses it to hurt, frighten, threaten, or exclude the other 
person. 
 
Research shows that friendship plays an important role in decreasing bullying.  You 
can help your child practice important skills that will lead to friendship and an over-
all decrease in bullying.  Engaging in conversation and being a good listener are 
great ways to get to know others.  Together, think of some simple questions that 
your child could use to start and maintain a friendly conversation.  With your help, 
your child can develop lasting, respectful friendships and help prevent bullying at 
the same time. 
 
(The above excerpts were taken from Take-Home Handouts 2 and 3 of the Steps to 
Respect Curriculum.) 

Counselorôs 
Corner ðNancy Streng  

KIDSTOP is offering FOR NEW MEMBERS: 
  4 sessions of dodge ball for only $8 (Tuesdays starting 11/25) AND 
  4 sessions of winter crafts for only $12 (Wednesdays starting 11/26) 
All sessions are from 2:30-3:30 and snack is included! 
Call 259-5081 for questions.  COME JOIN THE FUN AT KIDSTOP! 
 
Other news: 
Cathy surprised the 6th graders to a free trip to Applebeeôs and Space Aliens on 
Thursday!  Fun was had by all!  Connor Doucette is the sportsperson of the month.  
Paige Putz is the artist of the month. 
  
Bounce Depot - November 18th  Trip to the mall - November 21st 
Space Aliens - November 24th  Baseball Hall of Fame - November 26th 
  
HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
(we will be closed Friday, November 28th) 

 
Tuesday, November 25ñD & L Taco Gringo  10% of your bill goes to 

Oak Hill.  This is a new business, serving Mexican food.  It is located in the 
Clearwater strip mall between the Truck Stop and DQ.  Open until 9 pm.  Phone 
558-4016.  
 
Tuesday, December 2ñTimberlodge Steak House  15% of your bill will go to 
Oak Hill.  (Please mention that you are from Oak Hill.) 
 
Tuesday, December 9ñSt. Cloud House of Pizzañ252-9300  10% of your bill 
goes to Oak Hill between 5 and 8 pm.  Dine in or take out. 
 
Total earnings from this program to Oak Hill PTSAð$345.  Thank you for 
mentioning Oak Hill when dining out.  No Acorn next week, so last and only 
reminder for Timberlodge night. 

Oak Hill  
PTSA News  

Dine for  
Donations  

KIDSTOP  
Corner ðbgcmn.org 

BINGO  Volunteers are needed for our upcoming Oak Hill Bingo Night - 

Friday, December 5th, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Please call Noel Kern at 230-1631 or email 
at jnkern@charter.net to volunteer. Thanks!  
 

Magazine orders are due this Tuesday, November 25. 
 
The Chip Shoppe Four Season Plates are still on backorder.  We will call you when 
they arrive.  
 
We are still in the planning stages of an Oak Hill garage sale for funds toward 
SMART Boards.  See last weekôs edition.  Please contact Mollie Garden at 
rmgarden@charter.net, Noel Kern at jnkern@charter.net or Roxy Plombon at 
258-4478 if you would like to help organize. 
 
Thank you to these new PTSA members:  Melissa Herrington, Linda Hollenkamp, 
Sally Davidson, Eden Grom, Dianne Villalobos and Mary Pearson. 
 
The PTSA would again like to thank the 90+ Volunteers (Parents, Staff, Friends, 
Target Group and Families) who took time out of their busy schedules to help us 
make our Fall Festival a wonderful event.  We appreciate each and everyone of 
you who helped with the Fall Festival.  Itôs great to have so many volunteers to help 
with school events.  Thank you for your time and hard work! 

Each Oak Hill student will receive three books throughout the 
school year at no charge from the RIF (Reading is Fundamental) 
Program, a non-profit childrenôs literacy organization.   Cheryl Kunshier organizes 
this for the District.  Shawn Gilloley will work to administer the program at school 
this year.  We appreciate their efforts!  It seemed appropriate to disseminate the 
first books during American Education Week.  The first big book give-away will 
be on Friday!  RIF ñReading Planetò is now accessible on the Internet if you go to 
http://www.rif.org/readingplanet/ where a game station, activity lab, book zone, 
and ñexpress yourselfò sections captivate studentsô interest.  Happy reading! 

Reading is  
Fundamental (RIF)  

Oak Hill fifth and sixth grade Knowledge Bowl students had another competition at 
Talahi School on Tuesday, November 11.  The Knowledge Bowl teams once again 
did a fantastic job!  We had six teams competing with nine other teams from Talahi, 
Lincoln, and Clearview Elementary Schools.  Oak Hill teams received first, second, 
third, fourth, eighth, and ninth places.  Congratulations! 

Academic Achievement  

Coordinator ðJodie Kragness  

NEXT WEEK 

V o l u n t e e r  T u t o r s  N e e d e d : 
Do you have a college degree in literacy, math, teaching, or a related 

area?  Are you a retired teacher who misses working with students?  Have 

you been looking for a special way to use that knowledge?  Oak Hill is 

seeking P-T reading and math volunteer tutors to provide assistance or 

guidance for students, both those with special needs and those with gifted 

needs.  If interested, please contact Tina Lahr @ 251-7936.  Thank you for 

considering! 

https://www.payforit.net
http://bgcmn.org
mailto:jnkern@charter.net
mailto:rmgarden@charter.net
mailto:jnkern@charter.net
http://www.rif.org/readingplanet/


PAGE 4    ACORN THURS. NOV 20  2008  

Activities  
and Events  

 
Bye, Bye, Birdieó is still showing at Tech High School this 
weekend.  Tickets are available at the door.  Friday and Satur-
day shows are at  7 p.m.  Call the school for details 252-2231. 
 

 
The NUTCRACKER will be performed by Stroia Ballet Company on 
Friday, November 21st at 7:30 pm; Saturday, November 22nd at 
7:30 pm; and Sunday, November 23rd at 2:00 pm at the Para-
mount Theatre in downtown St. Cloud.  This fairy tale ballet is 
danced to the music of Tchaikovsky.  Tickets are available through 
the Paramount website - paramountarts.org or by phone at (320) 
259-5463.  General admission is $18.00, student and senior admis-
sion is $15.00 and tickets for children ages 12 and under are 
$10.  Among the dancers you will find Oak Hill 4th grader, Amelia 
Broman (Mrs. Hall). 

 
 
This weekend is also the annual Tech Tigerettesõ Dance Show.  Sev-
eral of your favorite Oak Hill dancers will be there, too.  Shows at 11 am 
and 3 pm on Saturday, November 22 in the Tech High School gymna-
sium. 
 
December 5ñBINGO NIGHT!ñOak Hill Community School 

Come join other Oak Hill families for a fun family night of Bingo.  $1 a cardðplay all 
evening (may buy multiple cards).  Cash prizes.  Please bring a canned or dry food 
donation for the Salvation Army.   
 
G.R.E.A.T Theatre announces their second show of the 
yearðMadelineõs Christmas.    
Performances are scheduled for Friday, Saturday, & Sun-
dayðthe first and second weekends in December.  Celebrate 
the season in picturesque Paris with the famous and preco-
cious little sweetheart Madeline, adored by generations for 
her bravery and kindness. Based on the book, this holiday 
musical adventure is a French delight filled with surprising 
miracles.  Oak Hill students featured are Rachael Anderson (Grade 5) as Madeline 
for the Green Cast and Courtney Donnelly (Grade 3) as one of the little girls for the 
Red Cast.  Tickets through the Paramount Box Office 259-5463 or online 
www.GreatTheatre.org. 

 
Applications to join Northern Lights Ski and Snowboard Club are due by 
12/15/08.  Call Sheela Gross 259-0035 for more information.  (Note sent 
with an earlier Acorn.)  Student and families come join the fun on Friday 
evenings in January at Powder Ridge at reduced rates! 
 
Youth Basketball sign-up also coming in December.  Form 

available on-line or sign up night scheduled for Tuesday, December 
9, 6 ï 7 pm at Whitney Rec. Center. 
 

Freedomñby Kaitlyn Buls 
     Freedom isnôt something that you can buy, even if you do have a lot of money.  Freedom is like 
memories, precious memories.  You have to guard them so that they donôt fall into the wrong hands.  
When you pass the memories onto someone else, you have to make sure that they understand the 
importance of what they are guarding.  I believe that you have to guard your freedom with your whole 
heart, and not let anyone take it from you.  Is keeping our freedom worth so many men and women 
dying, and others risking their lives each and every day?  Is it worth the look in a childôs eyes when they 
realize that they will never see a family member or loved one again? 
     I say, with my whole heart, that it is worth it.  When I watch the news and compare the look in a 
childôs eyes, in parts of the world where people donôt have the same freedoms that we do, to a child who 
has lost someone because they fought for freedom, I see a world of difference.  In the childôs eyes, when 
they are living in a different part of the world, I see despair, despair that they donôt have the freedom we 
take for granted every day.  In the other childôs eyes I see love, love that someone that they knew has 
helped many people to have freedom.  Yes, there was sorrow too, but love overcame it.  Veterans have 
seen things that no one should ever have to see, but they do so in the name of freedom.  The price is 
definitely worth the result.   
     Many years ago, if we had not gained our freedom from King George, would we right now be citizens 
of England?  If we hadnôt had our first taste of freedom would we have kept fighting, or would we have 
given up, resigned to the fact that we would never be free?  Would we have fought for freedom for 
African Americans during the Civil War had we not felt so strongly about our own freedom?  War veter-
ans have fought for the freedom of Americans and for the freedom of people around the world.  I am so 
happy that many people around the world are finally experiencing the same freedom we have had for 
years.  Because of these brave and caring people, some whoôve lived before us and some who are with 
us here today, whoôve risked their lives we and others have freedom.  Veterans have done more for 
peopleôs freedom than we have ever done.  From the bottom of my heart, I thank you. 

What Freedom Means to Meñby Lily Winter 
     Freedom.  The word is just two syllables, but it means so much.  It means my life, it means your life.  
It means the country we live in today.   
     It might mean small things like going outside in your pajamas, right after you wake up at 6:00, just to 
sit on your swing.  Or it could be watching an afternoon program on television thatôs criticizing the presi-
dent and the government.  Or it could be bigger things like voting.  Or going to the church of your choice.  
Or not going at all. 
     Freedom.  How did we get this wonderful gift to rejoice in, to cling to in times of need?  How?  We 
didnôt pull it out of the air, like an amazing magician. 
     Our country had to fight for it.  Blood was spilled for our countryôs freedom for many years.  From the 
Revolutionary War to the Civil War, World Wars and all the wars that have occurred over time.  We owe 
those soldiers our lives.  They have fought for what they believed in.  Our soldiers have gone through a 
lot of stress.  Besides seeing thousands dying, they have missed big family occasions, anniversaries, 
birthdays and worse, their kids growing up. 
     You donôt have to be a soldier to stand up for freedom.  In our country we all have a voice.  You can 
write a letter to the government about something that is right or wrong.  We have letters to the editor, 
editorials, and opinions of the people can be published in our newspapers.  Those newspapers can be 
read by anyone for a small price.   
     In some countries they do not have a Democracy like we do.  So sometimes there is nothing a family 
can do to feed themselves, so kids have to work.  There may not be child labor laws.  Imagine, day in, 
day out, working in a brick factory.  Your back aches, but you know you must do this to help feed your 
family.  Consider yourself so very lucky to be able to go to school, act like a kid for a decade or so, and 
have a number of years to decide what you are going to be when you grow up. 
     Freedom.  Iôm so glad I have this wonderful gift that leads my country, that insures that I can have a 
fantastic life if I set my mind to it and persevere.  Itôs so great that my ancestors set up a secure govern-
ment for me to live in and trust.  Many people might not realize this, being born free and all, but freedom 
is probably one of the most important gifts in America. 
     Freedom. 

What Freedom Means to Meñby Yemaya Hanna 
     In the dictionary, freedom is defined as ñthe power to determine action without restraint,ò but itôs more 
than that!  It would take days to describe the power behind the word freedom.  Freedom to me is the 
right to have your voice heard and respected by the people around you.  Freedom is opportunity.  The 
opportunity to grow strong without worry.  The opportunity to walk the streets and know that there is no 
need to worry because we have earned our freedom.  Freedom is the opportunity to respect the people, 
the strong BRAVE people who risked their lives.  To assure that we can live in the present and make the 
future a better place.  Those people are so strong and great that we recognize them especially on this 
day, Veteranôs Day. 
     Freedom is love.  Love for our country.  The country we live in and call home.  Our country, the 
United States of America, is the country we respect.  Itôs the country with freedom, the freedom that the 
veterans fought for in Vietnam and the world wars, the freedom that is love, opportunity, trust, unity, 
belief, and voice.  Freedom is love for our neighbors and friends and loved family members who make 
up this great nation. 
     Freedom is trust.  Trust that freedom will stay foreveréandéever.  For your lifetime and your chil-
drenôs, childrenôs life time and those who come after that.  Freedom is unity.  Unity of the people.  All 
people, no matter how big or small, young or old, male or female will be united by love, opportunity, 
trust, unity, belief and voice.  Freedom to me is the right to be free!  Free from unfairness, free from fear 
and free from harm. 
     To me freedom is like a tree.  The leaves flowing free represent us the people, the free people.  The 
branches represent the different types of freedom, love, opportunity, trust, unity, belief, and voice.  And 
the trunk is the beginning, the beginning to freedom, and there is only one wayéwhich is through our-
selves.  Freedom is belief.  Belief that our lives and future lives will be free from harm and hate and 
discrimination.  And on the freedom tree when people lose belief they fall from their branch.  But when 
they find new freedom they come back brighter, and greener, and happier than ever! 
     Sometimes when people think of freedom they think of slavery and war, but freedom is more that 
that, itôs love, opportunity, trust, unity, belief, and voice.  Freedom is laughter  

Reading Is Fundamental (RIF)ñMovie Fundraiser 

Saturday, December 6, Parkwood 18 in Waite Park 
 

Polar Express    9:30 a.m.  &  11:30 a.m. 
Alvin & the Chipmunks  9:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 

$2.50 per person for one movie, or both movies for $4.00 
All admissions proceeds go to RIF for the purchase of books. 

and endless possibility.  So freedom to me 
is life, because without it we couldnôt find 
comfort.  Freedom makes us strong and 
most of all it makes us who and what we 
areéFREE!!! 

Thank you sixth graders for sharing 
your essays.  Thank you readers for 
tolerating the small print! 
 
NO ACORN NEXT WEEK. 

http://www.paramountarts.org/
http://www.greattheatre.org/index.html
http://www.scayba.com/programs/?p=20

