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Hello, 
 

It is always an honor to acknowledge people for their efforts.  Frequently they do 
wonderful things and neither expect nor receive recognition for them.  Teachers, 
parents, and students certainly all apply to this.  
 
It is with great pleasure that we recognize Fay Bolin as this yearôs recipient of the 
Annual LEEA, Leadership in Educational Excellence Award.  She was selected by 
her Oak Hill peers to receive the award on Wednesday, October 29, at the St. 
Cloud Civic Center.  Mrs. Bolin is a fifth grade teacher at Oak Hill.  She was 
recognized by her peers for her conscientiousness and care in teaching children.  
She was also noted for her contributions that go above and beyond the normal 
dayôs responsibilities.  Mrs. Bolin is originally from Timaru, New Zealand.  She 
taught in both New Zealand and Australia for three years before meeting her 
husband, Jerry, who was stationed at a Naval base over there.  Upon their return to 
the United States, Fay and her husband began raising their family in California.  
Opportunities brought them to Minnesota.  Fay was the Gifted Education 

Coordinator and Teacher in Thief River 
Falls for ten years, developing curriculum 
for the program from its inception.  Her 
family then moved to Saint Cloud where she 
began teaching fifth grade at South Junior 
High when it was actually an elementary-
middle school setting.  When Oak Hill 
opened its doors in 1980, Fay joined the 
team of teachers here and has taught fifth 
grade ever since.  Mrs. Bolin has dedicated 
herself to teaching and academic 
achievement.  The Future Problem Solving 
Team she worked with three years ago went 
to the International Competition in Fort 
Collins, Colorado.  The team she worked 
with two years ago placed second at the 

State level and subsequently went on to the International level in Lansing, 
Michigan, the following year when coached in sixth grade by Deb Hoye.  These are 
but a few examples of Mrs. Bolinôs contributions to academic achievement.  Fay 
notes that her greatest accomplishments are her children, grandchildren, her 

A Message from our  

Principal, Tina Lahr  

teaching career, and the relationships she has developed with both students and 
parents through the years.  Congratulations, Fay!  Past recipients of the Leadership 
in Educational Excellence Award at Oak Hill include Ruth LaDuke, Guy Schafer, 
Linda Hollenkamp, Pat Brown, Jodie Kragness, LaVonne Gitter-Skow, Amy 
Weaver, Mari Walker, and Dale Freese.  
 

 
Congratulations also goes to Mark 
Heysse, one of Oak Hillôs Phy-Ed 
teachers, who was nominated for 
Assistant Coach of the Year by the 
Central Lakes Conference.  The 
Conference recognizes the top 
assistant coaches in the region to 
acknowledge the contributions they 
make toward athletes' success.  The 
Conference emphasizes, ñRules of the 
event should be respected and skill and 
performance should be recognized 
regardless of school affiliation. 
Sportsmanship is a cornerstone of any 

quality activity program.ò Mark has coached for 27 years, 20 of which have been in 
Saint Cloud.  He coached four years in Fergus Falls and three years in Rothsay.  
He notes that there were only 45 students in the Rothsay High School.  Through 
the years, Mark has coached over 220 football games, went to the state playoffs 
five times, and coached in the Dome once.  Mark has been nominated for the LEEA 
as well by Oak Hill staff.  Though Mark has coached at the secondary level, he has 
taught physical education to our elementary students.  He enjoys sharing his 
favorite activities like Double Dutch.  Mark is married to Susan and is very proud of 
his children Joy, Kristin, and Kevin all of whom are former Oak Hill students.  Mark 
wanted to share with you ñhow happyò he is that Levy Question #1 passed and 
wants to say, ñThanks so much to the community for passing the levy.ò   
 
Many teachers deserve recognition for their contributions to the lives of students.  
Education plays an important part of shaping each childôs mind and heart.  It 
provides a treasure that will always last.  Thank you, Fay, Mark, and all Oak Hill 
teachers and staff for serving in such an important capacity.  
 
 
Ms. Lahr 
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Oak Hill  
Communication  

Student/Class Hours:  7:40 a.m.ð2:15 p.m. 
Office Hours:  7:30 a.m.ð4:00 p.m. 
Phones:           Office  251-7936 
                         Attendance  202-6822 
  include your child's name, your name, your child's teacher, 
  and the reason your child is absent 
                         Fax  529-4313 
 
Payment Drop Box:  left of the main office doorðno cash please 
E-mail:   Enter the first name.last name@ISD742.org   
(i.e.: tina.lahr@ISD742.org)  We will make every effort to answer your 
messages promptly.   
Oak Hill Web Site: http://isd742.org/oakhill.html 
District 742 Web Site:  http://isd742.org 
Oak Hill ACORN:  A weekly newsletter sent home on Thursdays with 
the youngest student in the family. 
Editorôs e-mail address:  acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com  
Oak Hill PTSA Web Site:  http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com 

Homework Help - To access online reference materials for homework, go to our 
website at www.isd742.org/~oakhill and click on Reference Tools. Select Home 
Access. The passwords are available from your childôs teacher or email Linda 
Hollenkamp, Media Specialist at  linda.hollenkamp@isd742.org.  

Student  
Resources  

Upcoming  
Events (continued)  

Grade 4 Concert 

 Thursday, December 11, 7 pm 

Two Hour Late Start 

 Tuesday, December 16 

NO SCHOOLñWinter Break 

 Wednesday, December 24 - Friday, January 2  
 School resumes on Monday, January 5 

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, January 13, 2:30 pm Media Center  

Evening PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, January 20, 6:00ð7:30 Media Center  

Regional Chess Tournament 

 Saturday, January 24, 2009, 9 amð2:30 pm at Discovery School  
Evening PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, March 31, 6:00ð7:30 Media Center  
Last Blast Picnic 

 Thursday, May 14, 2009 

The ACORN, a school and PTSA sponsored newsletter, is a communication channel 
for the Oak Hill community.  It is sent home on Thursday as a printed copy and posted 
each week and archived at our Oak Hill web site. 
 
Student news, comments, and suggestions may be left in the ACORN mailbox in the 
office or e-mailed to acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com.  If your child has something 
special to share with our Oak Hill ñfamilyò - a special award or achievement - 
academic, athletic, artistic, community, etc. - or a part in a community play or musical 
event, etc. - please submit a short paragraph describing the award, event, etc.  
Photos are welcomeðthey can be scanned, but an easier format is a digital file.  
Thank you also to the teachers for submitting photos, happenings, and student 
writings.  Oak Hill is a wonderful place! 

Upcoming  
Events  

Scholastic Book Fair 

 Wednesday, November 12 through Wednesday, November 19 

Fall Conferences 

 Thursday, November 13, 3:00ð6:30 pm 
 Tuesday, November 18, 3:00ð6:30 pm 

Sammyõs Pizza Night for Oak Hill 

 Tuesday, November 18 

End of First Trimester 

 Friday, November 21 
 
 
 

D & L Taco Gringo Night for Oak Hill 

 Tuesday, November 25 

NO SCHOOLñThanksgiving Break 

 Thursday, November 27 
 Friday, November 28 

NO SCHOOLñStaff Development Day 

 Monday, December 1 

Grade 5 to Orchestra Hall 

 Friday, December 5 

FAMILY BINGO NIGHT at Oak Hill 

 Friday, December 5, 6:00ð8:00 pm  

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, December 9, 2:30 pm Media Center (Library) 

Oak Hill Night at St. Cloud House of Pizzañ252-9300  

 Tuesday, December 9, 5:00ð8:00 pm 
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SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIRðplease find time to come browse 

and support Oak Hillôs Media Center. 
 
Thursday, November 13 ï 7:30 am to 8:00 pm (Read & Feed) 
Friday, November 14 ï 7:30 am to 4:00 pm (Read & Feed) 
Monday, November 17 ï 7:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Tuesday, November 18 ï 7:30 am to 8:00 pm (Family Fun Nightð 
participate in a scavenger hunt, face painting, and more.) 

Wednesday, November 19 ï 7:30 am to 12:00 pm 

See the Book Fair website accessed through the link or at Oak Hillôs web page 
for more information.   

Reading Is Fundamental (RIF)ñMovie Fundraiser 

 
Saturday, December 6, Parkwood 18 in Waite Park 

 
Polar Express    9:30 a.m.  &  11:30 a.m. 

Alvin & the Chipmunks  9:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 
 

$2.50 per person for one movie, or both movies for $4.00 
 

All admissions proceeds go to RIF for the purchase of books. 

Halloween 
 
We celebrate Halloween in the fall.  Halloween is fun because I go trick
-or-treating.  I go trick-or-treating at my uncleôs house.  My brother 

Gabe goes trick-or-treating with me.  It is fun to trick-or-treat.  In the fall we have 
fun on Halloween.ðby Joe (Grade 4) 

http://isd742.org/oakhill.html
http://www.isd742.org/
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com/
http://www.isd742.org/oakhill.html
mailto:linda.hollenkam@isd742.org
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/publish/oakhillschool
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Owlôs Nest  
Notes  

Secure website for payment is PayForIt.net. 
 

Patriotism which means ð love of oneôs country and loyal devotion to it. 
 
Loyalty which means ð faithful to oneôs country; constant and faithful to oneôs 
family, friends, or obligations. 
 
Courage which means ð the ability to meet danger or pain without 
giving in to fear. 
 
Thankfulness which means ð to express gratitude; to give thanks. 

Words  
for the Month  

Third graders are off to a busy start.  In Reading we are working our way through a 
theme called Oink, Oink, Oink.  We have read many versions of Fairy Talesðsome 
are old favorites and others are new to us.  We also are finding out new things by 
reading ñInformation Text.ò  We are so lucky to have our own ñTFKò and ñNational 
Geographic for Kidsò.  In Math we have reviewed skills in addition, subtraction, and 
measuring.  Practicing basic ñplusò and ñminusò facts has made adding and sub-
tracting those big numbers much easier.   
 
Writing has taken us from good sentences to nice paragraphs.  Each class has 
either an adult Pen Pal or a student Pen Pal from Westwood.  Writing real letters 
makes the learning so much better.  We will correspond all year and end with a 
ñGet Acquainted Lunchò in April.  We are all in different places for Social Studies 
and Science.  Some classes have studied seeds and plants.  Others have worked 
with maps and map reading.  Still others have focused on School Safety and Bus 
Safety.  All Third Graders looked into electionsðhow they happen and we even 
voted for President.  All in all, we are off to a great start. 

Third Grade  
Happenings  

Oak Hill  
PTSA News  

December 5ñBINGO NIGHT! 
Come join us for a fun family night of Bingo.  $1 a cardðplay all evening (may buy 
multiple cards), CASH Prizes, please bring a canned or dry food donation for the 
Salvation Army.  THANK YOU! 
 
Volunteers are needed for our Family BINGO Night from 6:00-8:00 pm.  Please call 
Noel Kern at 230-1631 or email at jnkern@charter.net to volunteer. 
 
Upcoming Oak Hill Garage Sale 
Need to organize your house????  Oak Hill will be holding our very own Garage 
Sale.  We will be accepting donations of gently used CLEAN infant/children/adult/
teen clothing and books.  All money earned from our garage sale will be used 
toward the purchase of SMART Boards and the equipment/software needed to run 
them.  Anyone interested in volunteering at our garage sale please contact - Mollie 
Garden at rmgarden@charter.net, Noel Kern at jnkern@charter.net or Roxy 
Plombon at 258-4478.  We are still in the planning stages of this event but stay 
tuned for future information and a date to be decided.  *** Please note, do not 
start dropping off donations yet, we will let you know the day and time to 
drop off items.  We are only accepting clothing & books for this garage sale. 
 
Magazine Sales 
The Kick-Off was yesterday.  You should have received a packet of information 
from your student.  On-line orders count toward prizes, too.  Use the account # 
425007816 @ www.qsp.com.  Turn in all orders by November 25.   
 
You can keep your magazine renewal notices and mail them with the coupon that 
you will receive back from QSP.  No payment is needed now with the orders.  You 
will be invoiced for your order at a later date from QSP.  Often the QSP price will be 
a better price than your renewal fee.  Questions?  Contact Roxy Plombon at 258-
4478. 
 
Watch our Membership Grow! 
Our total Oak Hill PTSA Membership is: 133 members to date, 36 of whom are 
teachers or staff!  Membership forms are available in the office.  Our goal is to get 
at least one family member from each family signed up for PTSA.  Thanks for 
helping us work towards our goal! 
 
The PTSA would like to thank the 90+ Volunteers (Parents, Staff, Friends, 
Target Group and Families) who took time out of their busy schedules to help 

us make our Fall Festival a wonderful event.  
We appreciate each and everyone of you 
who helped with the Fall Festival.  Itõs great 
to have so many volunteers to help with 
School Events.  Thank you for your time and 
hard work! 

Oak Hill  

New Staff ðEberhard E. Engel  

My name is Eberhard E. Engel, and I am the new orchestra 
teacher here at Oak Hill Elementary and Tech High School.  It 
has been a great first quarter of the year, and I am looking 
forward to the rest of the year getting even better!  As many 
people have heard, yes, I do commute from Northfield every-
day to teach here in St. Cloud.  When asked why I do so, I 
simply reply that it's because I love my job.  I also enjoy shar-
ing my love and passion of music with my students.  They are 
the leaders and musicians of tomorrow, and I hope that I can 
make the difference in whether or not they can get there. 

Congratulations Oak Hill Orchestra students on your very first concert of the year 
held on Friday, October 31, at 1:30 p.m.  The students demonstrated their knowl-
edge of the stringed instruments by playing music on Halloween for students in 
Grades 4-6 and parents.  The new orchestra teacher, Eberhard Engel, is instructing 
students at both Oak Hill and Tech High Schools.  He noted that performing in front 
of everyone early in the year helps students grow more comfortable.  Oak Hill stu-
dents were very supportive with rousing rounds of cheers and applause for the 
studentsô first performance.  

A ñSpooktacularò 
Concert!  

https://www.payforit.net
mailto:jnkern@charter.net
mailto:rmgarden@charter.net
mailto:jnkern@charter.net
http://www.qsp.com/

