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Greetings! 
 
Kids Voting took place on Monday, November 3, at Oak Hill Community School.   
What is Kids Voting?  One of the national leaders in civic education, Kids Voting 
USA asks students to become involved in the study of the election process and 
what voting means to our citizens.  Students learn about democracy through a 
combination of classroom activities, an authentic voting experience, and an 
opportunity for family dialogue. 
 
Kids Voting provides instructional materials to K-12 teachers with civic learning 
tools that can be used throughout each school year.  This is made possible by Kids 
Voting national network of community-based partners which may include schools, 
election officials, business or community leaders, and volunteers.  It is the 
combination of classroom instruction and an authentic voting experience that 
makes Kids Voting a strategy for teaching students to be active in the voting 
process and to make themselves aware of candidates and issues.  

 
Usually civics activities introduce 
students to the concepts of citizenship 
in the earliest grades and continue 
throughout their school years.  Kids 
Voting is designed to work with the 
social studies curriculum currently used 
so teachers can choose activities that 
are appropriate to their lesson plans 
and that fit time requirements. The 
activities are tools to help teachers 
meet the standards outlined in the 

National Curriculum Standards and Minnesota State Standards for Social Studies.  
Examples of the MN State Standards that we are required to teach include 
benchmarks for civic values, rights, and responsibilities; beliefs and principles of 
democracy; and, governmental institutions and processes. 
 
The Oak Hill students were able to experience Kids Voting through special help 
from Tech High School students (some former Oak Hill students) who visited on 
Monday to hold a mock election.  These students are seniors from Dave Schornôs 
class.  What are the results of the ballots they collected?   

A Message from our  

Principal, Tina Lahr  

The studentsô results were as follows 
from Oak Hill:  For President:  
Obama-327, McCain-294, and Other-
24.  For the Senate:  Coleman-311, 
Frankin-169, and Barkley-70.  For 
Congress in the Minnesota 6th 
District:  Bachman-138, Tinklinberg-
111, and Anderson 22.  For the 
Levy:  Yes-557 and No-83.  Their 
favorite ice cream?  Cookie dough 
with 207 votes.  The students said 
voting was fun and made them feel a 

better part of the process.  Some said it became more interesting to them.  We 
want to acknowledge Tech High School students and Mr. Schorn for helping to 
provide a very valuable experience that enhanced the social studies curriculum!  
Thank you, Tigers!  

 

We also want to acknowledge the families who helped support our schools and 
students through Levy question #1.  We know that even considering a levy in times 
as economically rough as we have seen this year is difficult to contemplate, but 
please know how much the students and staff appreciate your care and support of 
education.  Thank you on behalf of all of us.  You have made a difference in the 
lives of children.  
 
Speaking of children, I leave you with some of their very own thoughts regarding 
the presidency.  Pat Schoenecker asked her first grade students what they would 
like to do if they were president.  We thought we would share some of the first 
gradersô ideas with you as follows: 
If I were presidenté 
I would make a law for no smoking at all.  (Moses Regan) 
I would help children.  (Ava DeMars) 
The first thing I would do is eat lots of ice cream.  (Andrew Schmitt) 
I would pass a law that everyone has to put a can of food in the food shelf once a 
 year.  (Haley Condon) 
I would travel around the world in Air Force One.  (Matthew Pearson) 
I would look around the White House and then help poor people.  (Miranda Curnutt) 
I would help people do their homework.  (Mike Kiphuth) 
I would have a pet giraffe named spot.  (Emma Olson) 
If you were President, what would you like to do? 
 
Have a Happy Week, Ms. Lahr 

the Oak Hill 

Kids VotingKids Voting   
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Oak Hill  
Communication  

Student/Class Hours:  7:40 a.m.ð2:15 p.m. 
Office Hours:  7:30 a.m.ð4:00 p.m. 
Phones:           Office  251-7936 
                         Attendance  202-6822 
  include your child's name, your name, your child's teacher, 
  and the reason your child is absent 
                         Fax  529-4313 
 
Payment Drop Box:  left of the main office doorðno cash please 
E-mail:   Enter the first name.last name@ISD742.org   
(i.e.: tina.lahr@ISD742.org)  We will make every effort to answer your 
messages promptly.   
Oak Hill Web Site: http://isd742.org/oakhill.html 
District 742 Web Site:  http://isd742.org 
Oak Hill ACORN:  A weekly newsletter sent home on Thursdays with 
the youngest student in the family. 
Editorôs e-mail address:  acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com  
Oak Hill PTSA Web Site:  http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com 

Homework Help - To access online reference materials for homework, go to our 
website at www.isd742.org/~oakhill and click on Reference Tools. Select Home 
Access. The passwords are available from your childôs teacher or email Linda 
Hollenkamp, Media Specialist at  linda.hollenkamp@isd742.org.  

Student  
Resources  

Upcoming  
Events (continued)  

NO SCHOOLñThanksgiving Break 

 Thursday, November 27 
 Friday, November 28 

NO SCHOOLñStaff Development Day 

 Monday, December 1 

Grade 5 to Orchestra Hall 

 Friday, December 5 

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, December 9, 2:30 pm Media Center (Library) 

Grade 4 Concert 

 Thursday, December 11, 7 pm 

Two Hour Late Start 

 Tuesday, December 16 

NO SCHOOLñWinter Break 

 Wednesday, December 24 - Friday, January 2  
 School resumes on Monday, January 5 

Regional Chess Tournament (details in future ACORNs) 

 Saturday, January 24, 2009, 9 amð2:30 pm at Discovery School  
Last Blast Picnic 

 Thursday, May 14, 2009 

The ACORN, a school and PTSA sponsored newsletter, is a communication channel 
for the Oak Hill community.  It is sent home on Thursday as a printed copy and posted 
each week and archived at our Oak Hill web site. 
 
Student news, comments, and suggestions may be left in the ACORN mailbox in the 
office or e-mailed to acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com.  If your child has something 
special to share with our Oak Hill ñfamilyò - a special award or achievement - 
academic, athletic, artistic, community, etc. - or a part in a community play or musical 
event, etc. - please submit a short paragraph describing the award, event, etc.  
Photos are welcomeðthey can be scanned, but an easier format is a digital file.  
Thank you also to the teachers for submitting photos, happenings, and student 
writings.  Oak Hill is a wonderful place! 

Upcoming  
Events  

TONIGHT!  Fall Festival Family EventñFUN, FUN, FUN! 

 Thursday, November 6, 5ð7:30 pm  

NO SCHOOLñStaff Development Day 

 Friday, November 7 

TECH FOOTBALL GAMEñState Championship!!!  GO TIGERS! 

 Saturday, November 8, 6 pm at SCSU Husky Stadium 
 
 

Veteransõ Day Program 

 Tuesday, November 11, 8 am  

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, November 11, 2:30 pm Media Center  

St. Cloud House of Pizza Night for Oak Hill 

 Tuesday, November 11 

QSP Magazine Fundraiser Kick-off  

 Wednesday, November 12 

Scholastic Book Fair 

 Wednesday, November 12 through Wednesday, November 19 

Fall Conferences 

 Thursday, November 13, 3:00ð6:30 pm 
 Tuesday, November 18, 3:00ð6:30 pm 
 

Sammyõs Pizza Night for Oak Hill 

 Tuesday, November 18 

End of First Trimester 

 Friday, November 21 

D & L Taco Gringo Night for Oak Hill 

 Tuesday, November 25 

N 
E 
X 
T 
 

W 
E 
E 
K 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIRðplease find time to come browse and 

support Oak Hillôs Media Center. 
 
Wednesday, November 12 ï 7:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Thursday, November 13 ï 7:30 am to 8:00 pm (Read & Feed) 
Friday, November 14 ï 7:30 am to 4:00 pm (Read & Feed) 
Monday, November 17 ï 7:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Tuesday, November 18 ï 7:30 am to 8:00 pm (Family Fun Night) 

Wednesday, November 19 ï 7:30 am to 12:00 pm 

See the Book Fair website accessed through the link online or at Oak Hillôs web 
page for more information.   

BOOK FAIR VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 
The Scholastic Fall Book Fair will be held Tuesday, November 11 ï 
Wednesday 19.  During this time we are looking for volunteers to set up, 
take down, and serve as cashiers, during the day and evening fair hours.  
This fundraiser helps support our Oak Hill Media Center.  It is a fun and 
exciting opportunity to help students get books into their hands! 
 
Please consider joining us in making it a success!  Contact Deb Gans at 
259-9645 for more information. 

http://isd742.org/oakhill.html
http://www.isd742.org/
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com/
http://www.isd742.org/oakhill.html
mailto:linda.hollenkam@isd742.org
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/publish/oakhillschool
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Owlôs Nest  
Notes  

Secure website for payment is PayForIt.net. 
 
NO SCHOOL/no food service tomorrowðstaff development day. 

Patriotism which means ð love of oneôs country and loyal devotion to it. 
 
Loyalty which means ð faithful to oneôs country; constant and faithful to oneôs 
family, friends, or obligations. 
 
Courage which means ð the ability to meet danger or pain without 
giving in to fear. 
 
Thankfulness which means ð to express gratitude; to give thanks. 

NEW Words  
for the Month  

Fourth grade has had a great 
time learning about acids and 
bases through the Husky Sci-
ence Program.  Tami and Mark 
along with eight St. Cloud State 
University students come to our 
room with equipment and experi-
ments to help us learn.  Here are 
some comments we heard as 
students worked. 
   

Golden rod and baking soda tested positive. 
Mustard and Goldenrod are related. 
Mixing different solids and different liquids cause different reactions. 
Vinegar bubbles when you mix it with other items. 
 
What a great opportunity provided by this partnership!!! 

Fourth Grade  
Husky Science Program  

Did you know for only $8.25 per day, your kids can 
  
-get homework help 
-play different sports & games in the gym 
-play on the playground 
-compete in tournaments 
-play different recreational games (circle 
games, board games, card games) 
-be cared for by wonderful staff! 
 
Scholarships are available.  
 
Call 259-5081 for information or check out our website @ bgcmn.org! 

Tuesday, November 11ñSt. Cloud House of Pizzañ252-9300 10% of your bill 
goes to Oak Hill between 5 and 8 pm.  Dine in or take out. 
 
Tuesday, November 18ñSammyõs Pizza $1.00 for every buffet purchased goes 
to Oak Hill. 
 
Tuesday, November 25ñD & L Taco Gringo 10% of your bill to Oak Hill. 
This is a new business, serving Mexican food.  It is located in the Clearwater strip 
mall between the Truck Stop and DQ.  Open until 9 pm.  Phone 558-4016.  
 
Total earnings from this program to Oak Hill PTSAð$271.  Thank you for 
mentioning Oak Hill when dining out. 

Oak Hill  
PTSA News  

Dine for  
Donations  

KIDSTOP  
Corner  

 
School closing announcements are made in concert with the Sauk 
Rapids-Rice and Sartell-St. Stephen school districts. Read the 
2008-09 Inclement Weather and School Closings document at 
the district website for more information. 

Plan to attend the Fall Festival TONIGHT.  Thanks for all your work Fall Committee! 
 
The next PTSA meeting will be Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2:30 pm in the Media Center. 
 
If you missed the Chip Shoppe Fundraiser delivery date, you will be receiving a 
phone call from the Chip Shoppe, or if you have questions about your order please 
cal l  The Chip Shoppe at 1-800-771-2447 or onl ine at 
www.thechipshoppe.com.  Thank you for your support. 
 
Keep clipping and saving!  Magazine sales start next week. 

Voters passed Question 1 but failed to pass Question 2 and 3 of the operating 
referendum.  View unofficial results at the website. 
 
If this whole process leaves you frustrated, become involved with the Parent Legis-
lative Action Team (PLAT).  PLAT and the Parent Legislative Action Network 
(PLAN) strive to make a difference for St. Cloud Area students. These non-partisan 
groups of parents and citizens encourage action and advocacy for improved educa-
tion funding for our children.  Information at the Districtôs website. 

Levy Referendum  
Results  

-develop friendships with other kids 
-join our Torch Club (ñJunior Staffò) 
-have a great snack 
-be in a safe environment after school 
-have fun, fun, fun 
-create art projects 

I am happy to announce that Oak Hill School has six Knowledge Bowl teams this 
year!  This is the most teams we have had since I started the Academic Achieve-
ment Building Coordinator position in the late 1990s.  A HUGE thank you goes to 
the parents who volunteered to coach these students.  Parent volunteers 
are:  Virginia Winter, head coach, Sharon Wichman, Nikole Anderson, David Van-
derLinden, Linda Carr, and Amanda Kivel.  The following students are participating 
this year:  Melanie Marana, Trevor Cornelius, Lily Winter, Brad Soland, Jack 
Hughes, Benjamin Zimring, Chyenne Rea, Maren Zwilling, Madeleine Christen, 
Jesse Amdahl, Mike Hilbert, Harry Stanius, Kaylee Kivel, Kaydee Miller, Raquel 
Mohs, Rachel Stender, Levi Sholing, Sungho Sohn, Brenna Amundsen, Kylee 
Brimsek, Kristin Miller, Caitlin Carr, Trevor Dombrovski, Eli Stark-Haws, Jayde 
Thompson, Jenna Corrigan, Matthew VanderLinder, Ashtyn Swenson, Jack Guster, 
Tristan Dansby, Beth Ann Nikolas, Lionel Wichman, Yemaya Hanna, Max Webb, 
and Sid Paari. 
 
Oak Hill School hosted a district Knowledge Bowl Meet on 
Tuesday, October 28.  Oak Hill had six teams of fifth and 
sixth grade students competing in this event.  Talahi School, 
Lincoln School and Clearview School each had three teams 
competing in this event.  Our Oak Hill students did an out-
standing job!  Two of the teams received second and third 
place recognition.  Congratulations to all Knowledge Bowl 
students  

Academic Achievement  
Coordinator ðJodie Kragness  

https://www.payforit.net
http://bgcmn.org
http://isd742.org/weatherannouncement.pdf
http://www.thechipshoppe.com
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/results_110408.pdf
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/PLAT/index.html
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/PLAT/index.html
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Activities  
and Events  

FREE Astronomy Public Nights at St. Cloud State University on 
November 6, 10, 12, 13.  Show times are 7:00, 7:45 and 8:30 p.m. in 
the Planetarium in Room 24 of the Robert H. Wick Science Build-
ing.  To make a reservation (required), go to the website at http://
www.stcloudstate.edu/physics/planetarium_public.asp or call 
308-2011 between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.  

 

Doug Wood, local author and musician, will present a free 
environmental concert for the community on TOMORROW 
Friday, November 7 at 7:30 p.m. at the Historic Paramount 
Theater in downtown St. Cloud.  You may have read ñOld 
Turtleò and other books by Doug Wood, but this concert is a 

very special treat!  In addition to the concert, you can view the art exhibit, ñFlora, 
Fauna, and Everything Great About Minnesota,ò showcasing the beauty of our state 
as it celebrates its 150th anniversary as a state.  The event is FREE and open 
seating; no tickets are necessary. 

 

PASSPORT TO THE WORLD at St. Cloud State University on Sunday, Novem-
ber 16ñ4 to 6 pmñBallroom of Atwood Center. 
This FREE event will provide a great cross-cultural exchange 
opportunity between K-12 students, their families & SCSUôs 
international students.  Students will be able to visit booths 
where all ñglobal citizensò can visit & experience a particular 
culture.  Each ñglobal citizenò will receive a passport on which 
they can have their name written in different languages.  
There will also be performances of music, dance and stories.  
Free parking is available in any of the campus lots. 

 

North Junior High students will perform The Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe Nov. 14 through Nov. 16 in the school's 
Little Theatre. The Friday and Saturday shows are at 7 p.m. 
The Sunday show is at 3 p.m. Tickets are available at the 
door. Adults are $6. Students and seniors are $4. View the 
flyer at the districtôs website. 
 

 
Sign up your daughters for GIRLS IN ACTIONñages 8-13 (November 8, 15, 22).    
This program teaches girls how to be strong and confident.  Register by calling 
SCSU Campus Rec at 308-3325.  Downloadable Brochure also available.  Each 
session is $10, but $25 for all three. 
 

Introduction to Anxiety Disorders in ChildrenðCode 7754ñNov 11, 7 - 9 pm 

Resource Training & Solutions will host a class that will give 
parents an introduction to understanding anxiety disorders in children. 
Come to this workshop to learn how to recognize when anxiousness in your 
child may need medical intervention.  Go online at www.resourcetraining.com or 
call Martha Roth at Resource Training & Solutions at 255-3236 or 888-447-7032.  
Presenter is Kristin Wheeler Highland. 

 

District 742 CRAFT SALE is this weekend at Apollo High School on 
Saturday, November 8 from 9 to 3 pm.  Use Doors #2, #30 or #31. 

 

Also at Apollo this weekend is the annual Apollo Dance Show.  Sev-
eral of your favorite Oak Hill dancers will be there, too.  Shows at 2pm 
and 7pm on Saturday, November 8. 

 

More about fabulous Fay 
Bolinôs recognition at the 
Leadership in Educational 
Excellence banquet in next 
weekôs edition. 

Counselorôs 
Corner ðNancy Streng  

Helping Children Cope When a Loved One is Deployed 
 
With Veteranôs Day approaching we are reminded of the sacrifices 
made by many to protect our nation. When a parent is called to serve 
the whole family is faced with extraordinary challenges. Among the 
challenges is the importance of staying connected when a loved one 
is overseas. Itôs important for children to feel like they have 1:1 
contact instead of hearing news or greetings 

second hand. Oak Hill is interested in facilitating this connection 
by partnering with the National Guard, Youth and Family 
Resource Office to coordinate a ñWebcamò call. If you are caring 
for a child who has a parent serving in the military, overseas, 
please contact the counselorôs office for more information. 

Outstanding  
Work!  

Rachel Anderson has also been selected to be published in the annual COMPAS 
Writers & Artists in the Schools Student Anthology.  Each year, COMPAS, a non-
profit arts organization publishes an annual anthology of writings by elementary and 
secondary students from across Minnesota. Rachelôs poem ñForestò will be printed 
and put into book form. COMPAS will sponsor a celebration this December.  Con-
gratulations!  Rachel was a fourth grader last year in Mrs. Clymerôs class.  The 
writer-in-residence was Susan Marie Swanson. 
 
    FORESTñby Rachel Anderson 

 
 
 
 
Your soft 
green 
grass is 
your dress. 
I love to go outside 
and smell your pines. 
My grandma tells me stories 
about a girl named 
Shoolee who lives in you. 
She always knows her path. 
Shoolee rides on beautiful does 
through the forest, 
and on dark, dark nights 
when the moon is full 
you can almost hear her 
praising the forest. 

The sixth graders will make it 
NEXT WEEK.  Sorryé   
And did you know, we have an 
honored coach among us?  
More next week... 

Forest, 
how are you so 
lush and green 
through all of you, 
through your trees? 
Why are your wildflowers 
so colorful for us to enjoy? 
And why are your 
bears so scary? 
Please donôt let people 
cut down your 
trees, harm your nature, 
spray your bees, 
and pick your flowers. 
I remember seeing 
your beautiful deer. 
Your clouds are 
a wedding veil. 
Your scarlet leaves 
are blush. 

 

Come to the Fall Festival TONIGHT  at 
Oak Hill!  

5ð7:30 pm  

http://www.stcloudstate.edu/physics/planetarium_public.asp
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/physics/planetarium_public.asp
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/flyer_NorthPlay08.pdf
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/flyer_NorthPlay08.pdf
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/campusrec/programs/reckids/documents/GIA.pdf
http://www.resourcetraining.com
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/flyer_craftsale.pdf

