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Hello, 
 
As we commence through the New Year, the Oak Hill staff would like to 
encourage you to continue promoting reading with your child(ren).  
Numerous research studies indicate that the more children read, the more 
adept they become at reading and writing.   
 
Frequently, parents will ask how they can help provide motivation for 
students to read.  Parents know how important reading is.  Sometimes, it 
seems difficult to balance time to do it.  Students are involved in activities 
and often get interested in television and video games these days.  RIF, 
Reading is Fundamental, suggests that it is important to emphasize and 
build upon healthful interests that students have.  For example, your child 
may be interested in football or dance.  You can suggest books, 
magazines, and articles relating to those topics.  If your child is really 
interested in movies, you may want to suggest reading the book before or 
after a movie to compare.  If you are traveling on the long weekend coming 
up, you might consider getting a book on traveling or about the locations 
you are going.  You might also have your child read more about Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and why the day is honored nationwide.  As the 
presidential inauguration was this week, books or articles about our 
nationôs presidents might also be interesting. 
 
Remember to read to your children when they are younger, model reading 
at home, and encourage your child to read to you.  Leave reading materials 
in conspicuous places around your home where children may pick them up 
to read.  Begin a home library for your child, including reference books as 
well.  When students enjoy working on the computer, encourage 
researching and reading about topics of interest.  Try to make visiting the 
library a routine.  Look for award-winning literature.  Two well-known 
honors are awarded for childrenôs literature which indicate higher quality 
work, the Newbery Medal for writing and Caldecott Medal for illustration.  
Books are also recommended by the American Library Association and the 
Library of Congress.      Librarians and book retailers can be very helpful in 
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advising you and your child.  There are several journals which also review 
childrenôs literature, including the Horn Book and Booklist.  These will give 
you an idea of what is current and perhaps worth pursuing.  Browsing, of 
course, can be fun as well. There are many additional ideas for 
encouraging reading.  Play games that are related to reading such as 
Scrabble.  Set aside a planned reading evening or time at your house.  
Studies show that as little as ten minutes an evening can improve reading 
and writing skills.  Reward children for reading by recognizing their effort 
and positively commenting on it.  You may even reward them with 
something related to the reading.  For example, after finishing a book about 
dinosaurs, you might reward your child with a trip to the science museum.  
If they finish reading about hockey, you might take them skating or to a 
hockey game.  Take advantage of those spur-of-the-moment reading 
opportunities like menus, food labels, road signs, maps, sheets of music, 
etc.   

 
Assisting your child in learning to enjoy 
reading is one of the most important things 
you can do as a parent and well worth your 
investment of energy and time.  Though 
students learn to read at school, their skills 
can be enhanced well outside of it.  Thank 
you for sharing your children with us and for 
your care in their education!  Stay warm!  
Cozy up with a book, and happy reading! 
 
 
Ms. Lahr  

 
 
 

THE OAK HILL 

Cozy Up With A Book! 

ACORN 

Hurray for the Spelling Bee participants!  

Weõll get the full story next week. 
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Oak Hill  
Communication  

Student/Class Hours:  7:40 a.m.ð2:15 p.m. 
Office Hours:  7:30 a.m.ð4:00 p.m. 
Phones:           Office  251-7936 
                         Attendance  202-6822 
  include your child's name, your name, your child's teacher, 
  and the reason your child is absent 
                         Fax  529-4313 
 
Payment Drop Box:  left of the main office doorðno cash please 
E-mail:   Enter the first name.last name@ISD742.org   
(i.e.: tina.lahr@ISD742.org)  We will make every effort to answer your 
messages promptly.   
Oak Hill Web Site: http://isd742.org/oakhill.html 
District 742 Web Site:  http://isd742.org 
Oak Hill ACORN:  A weekly newsletter sent home on Thursdays with 
the youngest student in the family. 
Editorôs e-mail address:  acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com  
Oak Hill PTSA Web Site:  http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com 

Homework Help - To access online reference materials for homework, go to our 
website at www.isd742.org/~oakhill and click on Reference Tools. Select Home 
Access. The passwords are available from your childôs teacher or email Linda 
Hollenkamp, Media Specialist at  linda.hollenkamp@isd742.org.  

Student  
Resources  

Upcoming  
Events (continued)  

Five Guys Burgers & Fries Dine for Donations to Oak Hill 

 Sunday, February 8, 11 am to 2 pm 

Two Hour Late Start 

 Tuesday, February 10 

St. Cloud House of Pizza Night for Oak Hillñ252-9300 

   Tuesday, February 10   

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, February 10, 2:30 pm Media Center  

Grade 5 Orchestra Concert 

 Friday, February 13 

NO SCHOOLñPresidentõs Day 

 Monday, February 16 

6th Grade Grandparent Program 

 Wednesday, February 18 

Caribou Coffee (Mall Location) Dine for Donations for Oak Hill 

 Sunday, February 22, 1 pm to 5 pm 

Mexican Village Downtown Dine for Donations for Oak Hill 

 Tuesday, February 24 

Teacher Conferences 
 Thursday, February 26, 3ð6:30 pm 
 Tuesday, March 3, 3ð6:30 pm 

Kindergarten Music Concert 
 Friday, March 6, 11 am 

Evening PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 

 Tuesday, March 31, 6:15ð7:30 Media Center  
Last Blast Picnic 

 Thursday, May 14, 2009 

The ACORN, a school and PTSA sponsored newsletter, is a communication channel 
for the Oak Hill community.  It is sent home on Thursday as a printed copy and posted 
each week and archived at our Oak Hill web site. 
 
Student news, pictures, comments, and suggestions may be left in the ACORN 
mailbox in the office or e-mailed to acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com.  

Upcoming  
Events  

Opportunity Daysñ6th Grade Parents Visit South Junior High 

 Tuesday, January 20, 10 amð12 pm  
 Thursday, January 22, 12 pmð 2 pm 

Sixth Grade Band ôInformanceó 

 Thursday, January 22, 7 pm Talahi Gym 

Regional Chess Tournament  

 Saturday, January 24, 9 amð2:30 pm  
 at Discovery School, Waite Park 
 

NO SCHOOLñStaff Development Day 

 Monday, January 26 

Junior High Registration NightñSouth 

 Monday, January 26, 6:30 pmð8 pm 

Kindergarten Registration Begins  

 Monday, January 26 

Last Blast Picnic/Spring Fling Committee Meeting, Mexican Village DT 

 Tuesday, January 27, 6:30 pm 

Mexican Village Downtown Dine for Donations for Oak Hill 

 Tuesday, January 27 

Drop Off for Garage Sale 

 Friday, January 30 

Oak Hill Garage Sale for SMART Boards 
 Saturday, January 31, 8 amð1 pm 

D & L Taco Gringo Night for Oak Hillñ558-4016 

 Tuesday, February 3 

6th Grade Grandparent Program 

 Wednesday, February 4 

 
 
 
Last Blast Picnic  

Committee MEETING  
ANNOUNCEMENT 

Volunteers are needed to help plan the Last 
Blast picnic (scheduled for May 14).  Please 
come to our first committee meeting on Tues-
day, January 27 at 6:30 p.m. at Mexican Vil-
lage Downtown.  We need volunteers to help 
with the raffle, silent auction baskets, food and 
games.  This is Oak Hillôs largest event, and we 
need lots of volunteers to make it a success.  
Contact Molly Millett  mollymillett@tiinc.com 

with questions. 

http://isd742.org/oakhill.html
http://www.isd742.org/
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com/
http://www.isd742.org/oakhill.html
mailto:linda.hollenkam@isd742.org
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
mailto:mollymillett@tiinc.com
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Owlôs Nest  
Notes  
 
Secure website for payment is PayForIt.net. 

Initiative  which means ð  the first step in starting or doing something. 
 

Self Reliance which means ð to rely on oneôs own abilities, efforts, or 

judgments.  

Self Discipline  which means ð to control oneôs actions or emotions.  

Words  
for the Month  

Tuesday, January 27ñMexican Village Downtown (10% of your bill goes to our 
schoolðplease no other coupons or discounts) 
Tuesday, February 3ñD & L Taco Gringo 10% of your bill to Oak Hill.  This is a 
new business, serving Mexican food.  It is located in the Clearwater strip mall 
between the Truck Stop and DQ.  Open until 9 pm.  Phone 558-4016.  
Sunday, February 8ñFive Guys Burgers & Fries 11-2, 10% goes to Oak Hill. 
Tuesday, February 10ñSt. Cloud House of Pizzañ252-9300  10% of your bill 
goes to Oak Hill between 5 and 8 pm.  Dine in or take out. 
Sunday, February 22ñCaribou Coffee (in the mall only) From 1-5 Caribou Coffee 
will donate 20% of your purchase to Oak Hill. This includes: drinks, food, 
merchandise and beans. 
Tuesday, February 24ñMexican Village Downtown (10% of your bill goes to our 
schoolðplease no other coupons or discounts) 
 
 

You must Mention Oak Hill school for us to receive our 
donation.  To date we have earned $482.  THANK YOU! 

Oak Hill  
PTSA News  

Dine for  
Donations  

Thank you for attending the evening PTSA meeting this week.  The program by 
Ms. Lahr and Mr. Rody Young was helpful in explaining PBIS further.  Please see 
Ms. Lahrôs article from 1-8-09.  Simply put, PBIS is about promoting positive, kind, 
and caring choices for conduct through teaching.  In a fast paced, increasingly 
stressful society, every act of kindness and caring means even more. 
 
Cub Receipts are now being collected for Jan, Feb, and March.  Oak Hill families 
can pat themselves on the back for turning in $50,000 worth of receipts over the 
last three months.  That is $500 for our school.  KEEP SAVING THOSE 
RECEIPTSðIT IS WORTH THE EXTRA EFFORT! 

 

DID YOU GET A NEW CELL PHONE??? 
Cell phones are still being collected/recycled for fund raising.  There is 
a drop box in the office. 

Oak Hill Garage Sale  
Saturday, January 31  

Drop Off Date:  January 30 
Garage Sale Date:  January 31, 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 
We have expanded our list of donations that we are accepting to 
include clean, gently used clothing (adult, teen, children, infant), 
books, toys, games, household items, sports equipment, etc.  
PLEASE GET THE WORD OUT TO YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS AS WE 
ALREADY HAVE NICE QUALITY DONATIONS.  We are very fortunate to have 
donations from Platoôs Closet, Clothes Mentor, and Once Upon a Child. 
   
ALL proceeds will be used to purchase SMART Boards for our school. 

Volunteers still needed. 

PLEASE use the attached flyer (or come to the office to get 
more flyers) to hang at your work so that the community can 
hear about this wonderful opportunity!!! 

Night of the Stars ð 
LEAF Fundraiser  

Mark your calendars for LEAFôs (Local Education Activities Foundation) ñNight of 
the Starsò to help raise funds for the support of student activities in arts, academics, 
and athletics.  This yearôs event will be held on Friday, February 13th, and Satur-
day, February 14th, at 7:30 p.m. at the Paramount Theatre.  As always, it will fea-
ture the talented students and staff of our district.  Buy your tickets now.  The 
Online Silent Auction has opened now with new items to be added regularly.  
Please check it out at LEAF742.org. 

Oak Hill School hosted a United States Academic Triathlon (U.S.A.T.) Meet on 
Friday, January 9, 2009.  First place was awarded to a team from Madison Elemen-
tary School.  Second place was awarded to a team from Oak Hill Elementary 
School.  Team members are:  Molly Parries, Megan Seehusen, Rachel Stender, 
Kaelyn Angell, and Whitney Wheelock.  Third place was awarded to a team from 
Sartell Elementary School. 

*************************  
I would like to extend a huge thank you to the PTSA for providing the funding for 20 
students and 2 teachers to attend the Science Rocks conference at St. Cloud State 

University.  What an awesome educational experience this was! 

Academic Achievement  
Coordinator ðJodie Kragness  

Oak Hill New Staff ð 
Melanie Jiskra  

Greetings Oak Hill Families 
 
My name is Melanie Jiskra, and I am excited to be joining the 
Oak Hill staff as the AYP Support Teacher.  This position is 
provided through a grant due to the district status of AYP 
(Adequate Yearly Progress) Needs Improvement.  The role of 
a support teacher is to act as an agent of change, motivating, assessing, and 
organizing teachersô engagement in and with research and discussion of pedagogy.  
I will be working in the classrooms with students, along side teachers, so your 
learner may mention working with me.  I am looking forward to getting to know the 
students!  The support is developed through alignment of the school and district 
site plans.  The plans focus on building upon student success through data driven 
decision making models. 
 
I have been with the St. Cloud School District for 10 years, working in grade levels 
1, 3, 4, and 5.  I have had the fortunate opportunities to work at Discovery, Talahi, 
and for the majority of my years, at Kennedy Community School.  In addition to 
classroom teaching, I also teach graduate courses for teachers through 
Performance Learning Systems and Learning Bridges.  Before entering into the 
school district, I taught preschool at a parochial school in St. Cloud.  Last year I 
was honored to be nominated and selected as a semifinalist of the Minnesota 
Teacher of the Year award.  It is my passion to impact students, and working with 
teachers, I have the opportunity to reach even more learners, and grow in my 
teaching and learning as well. 
 
I look forward to getting to meet more families and truly want to thank the Oak Hill 
staff for their welcoming spirit and phenomenal commitment to our kids!   

https://www.payforit.net
http://LEAF742.org
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Activities  
and Events  

District 742 is offering an amazing array of winter classes.  Register 
online at http://stcloudcommunityed.com.   
 
OAK HILL AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMðFun with Chineseðoffered 
for  Grades 5 & 6.  Registration forms also available in the office. 
 
On Saturday, February 7, Resource Training & Solutions will host a parent class 
called, "Becoming a Love and Logic Parent."  There is no more difficult, detailed 
and time-consuming job than raising children.  Yet children come with no instruction 
manuals!  The class can be that manual in the areas of respectful communication 
and discipline.  At this session learn simple, low stress communication techniques 
that are effective with children from toddlers to teens.  Learn to avoid power strug-
gles, guide your children to solve their own problems, & model and teach responsi-
bility.  Raise your children without raising the roof!  Parents, grandparents, foster 
parents, child care providers, preschool staff, coaches, counselors and others who 
have a concern for interacting with children are invited to attend.  Speaker, Peggy 
Imholte has taught hundreds of parents, school staff and others interacting with 
youth a variety of essential behavior management techniques.  Peg's drive and her 
passion for youth success and parent excellence will inspire you, challenge you - 
and remain with you long after her sessions end.  For more info or to register go to 
www.resourcetraining.com or call 255-3236.  Class code is 7753. 

 
 
FREE Childrenõs Nordic Fun Ski Event is Sunday, January 25, 
1 pm, at Riverside Park.  Children ages 3ð13 invited.  Registra-
tion begins at 11:30 am.  Contact Tolly at 320-252-6230 for more 
information. 
 

 
SUPER FRIDAYS are back at Saint Cloud State University.  Find the registration 
form at their website.  www.stcloudstate.edu/campusrec/programs/reckids/
superfridays.asp 
 
 
LEARN TO SKATE this winter!   
Check out St. Cloud Figure Skating Club (www.stcloudfsc.com/index.html),  
Cutting Edge Skating School (www.cuttingedgeskating.net), or St. Cloud Recrea-
tion (Lessons @ Rotary Park January 26, 28, February 2, 4.  Must register by Jan 
23ðwww.ci.stcloud.mn.us/Rec/brochure/WinterSpring09.pdf) 
 

The St. Cloud Figure Skating Club will host a "Rock On for 
Skating" event as part of U.S. Figure Skatingôs National Skating 
Month in January at the MAC in St. Cloud.  The program will take 
place January 26th from 7:00pm till 7:45.  There will be free skat-
ing lessons, free skate rental and lots of fun.  Come skate with us, 
bring a friend.  This is a free event.  You must register for this 
event by filling out the REGISTRATION FORM located at the 
website (above). 
 

 
Call the Paramount Visual Art Center for offerings this winter.  
Adult & kids classes available.  320-257-5928  
www.paramountarts.org/vac.html 
 

 
 
The Language Immersion Program informational meeting scheduled for Jan. 15 
has been rescheduled for 7:00 p.m. Jan. 27 at Apollo High School, Room 415. This 
meeting is for parents/guardians of 2009-10 kindergarten students who would like 

to learn more about the Chi-
nese and Spanish Language 
Immersion Programs offered. 
View the flyer at the Districtôs 
website. 

NEW START DATE!!! 
"Getting Behavior in Shape at Home"   This is the topic of a four  week  

class for parents of toddlers, preschoolers, kindergarten, first graders, and second 
graders.  The classes focuses on using many of the same Positive Behavior Inter-
vention and Support (PBIS) strategies we use at school.  You will learn to maximize 
the positives in your family and develop routines so that your child's behavior is at 
his/her best.  The classes are free and childcare is provided.  Dates of the class 
are: January 27, February 3, 10, 17.  Class sessions are from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at 
McKinley Community Education Center.  To register call Lucy at 253-5828, ext. 
5805.  

*************************  

The Elementary Counselorsô newsletter is available online.  Link at the districtôs 
home page or here online.  View the newsletter: English | Somali | Spanish. 

Counselorôs 
Corner  

Volunteers  
Needed  

The Minnesota Reading Corps (MRC) is looking for volunteers to help with 
literacy tutoring for Second and Third Graders. 
*1 - 2 hours per week    *Use of literacy conventions    *Short training in these con-
ventions    *Excellent support from MRC members and staff! 
 

If interested, please contact Amanda Pederson, MRC Volunteer Coordinator 
Email :  peam0503@stcloudstate.edu    Phone:  (507) 421-9909 

Kim Salsbury, a frequent substitute teacher, volunteer, and supporter of Oak Hill; 
Ruth LaDuke, retired Oak Hill music teacher; and Angie O'Neill, ESL teacher, 
played in the lobby of Oak Hill to greet and welcome students and parents in from 
the blustery winter weather and spread cheer.  THANK YOU! 

Spreading  
Winter Cheer  

The Corporation for National and Community Service 
has encouraged people to engage in community service 
on Jan. 15.  Was your day òa day on, not a day off?"   
 
View the districtôs MLK Day link list online. 

 
Ask a Fifth Grader if they have finished their òWhy I Am Proud To Be An 
Americanó essay for the  
Downtown Seratoma Club.   
 
Prize money awarded! 

Register your child for kindergarten between Jan. 26 and Feb. 6.  See 
Oak Hillõs website or view the flyer at www.isd742.org/

flyer_kindergartenreg.pdf. 

http://stcloudcommunityed.com
http://www.resourcetraining.com
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/campusrec/programs/reckids/superfridays.asp
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/campusrec/programs/reckids/superfridays.asp
http://www.stcloudfsc.com/index.html
http://www.cuttingedgeskating.net/
http://www.ci.stcloud.mn.us/Rec/brochure/WinterSpring09.pdf
http://www.stcloudmac.com/
http://www.stcloudfsc.com/pdf/National%20skating%20month%20registration-1.pdf
http://www.paramountarts.org/vac.html
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/LIprogram/index.html
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/flyer_immersion.pdf
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/CCEnglish.pdf
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/CCSomali.pdf
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/CCSpanish.pdf

