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A Message from our
Principal, Tina Lahr

Hello,

Fall is in the airl You can see the turning and falling of the leaves already. Many
fun events are provided in the fall at Oak Hill. Every elementary school held school
excellence and levy informational meetings on Thursday, September 18. Oak Hill's
was held from 5:30-7:00 p.m. The school offered refreshments, a showcase of
some educational opportunities the school offers, a mini-carnival, and levy
informational presentation. We thank those parents and families who were able to
join us for this important event.

We have many people to thank for a wonderful evening. | know you will read this
and think, “Wow! She surely does thank a lot of people.” It is important, | feel, to
recognize people’s efforts. That evening was made possible because many were
willing to take time to help Oak Hill, including students. Three hundred delicious
cookies were baked and lemonade and coffee were made available for Oak Hill
guests. Oak Hill extends special thanks to the following nutritional services staff for
this: Barb Driver, Kathy Ness, JoAnn Cossairt, Sylvia Harren, JoAnn Kampa, Pam
Payne, Dorothy Pfannenstein, and Diane Stocker-Mace.

Special appreciation is extended to art teachers, Lynn Orcutt and Angie Ireland, for
their help in exhibiting first grade art in the front foyer along with an “Arts are
Fundamental in Education” sign. Guests could view the art as they entered the
gym for the performances.

We would also like to recognize our wonderful student volunteers who were willing
to share their talents that evening. 6t Grade students, Braden Altena, Tia Arnzen,
Kelly Petschen, Sam Vermeulen and Lily Winter performed a skit that highlighted
some of the educational opportunities at Oak Hill.

Several 4ih-6t grade students performed musically as follows:
Hannah Hatling, 4" Grade, piano solo, “Pumpkin Boogie”
Sydney Kakuk, 4t Grade, singing solo, “I'm Here to Make Peace”
Abby Knight, 4 Grade, piano solo, “Ode to Joy”
Brooke Leabch, 5t Grade, guitar solo, “The Entertainer”
Caitlin Carr, 6t Grade, violin solo, “Long, Long Ago”
Amelia Carter, 6th Grade, violin solo, “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”
Amelia Carter and Caitlin Carr, 6! Grade, violin duet, adding harmony for
“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”

Siddharth (Sid) Paari, 6t Grade, piano solo, “Water Lilies”
Sungho Sohn, 6t Grade, cello solo, “Minuet No. 2

The students did a phenomenal job. Special appreciation is extended to Shawn
Gilloley, Dana McCabe, Chris Murphy, Kelly Reichel, and Rody Young for their
work and support of these performers. In addition, we thank Linda Hollenkamp and
Mark Heysse for their support of technology used that evening.

Atfter the performances by students, guests’ children could go to the cafeteria for a
Mini-Carnival with games and prizes sponsored by our own KidStop (Boys and
Girls Club of America) and Oak Hill faculty members. We want to thank all of the
following staff who made this fun event available: Cathy Luebke and KidStop,
Linda Baker, Cathy Bautch, Esther Dusha, Shelby Erickson, Deb Forstner,
LaVonne Gitter-Skow, Jane Hall, Cheryl Owens, Tina Piper, Carol Ramler, Guy
Schafer, Pat Schoenecker, Kathy Scholtes, and Amy Weaver.

While children were happily at play, we hosted a Levy Informational Meeting for
adults. Board Member Gerald Von Korff, County Commissioner Mark Sakry, and
Retired North Junior High Administrator Patricia Welter lead a presentation
regarding the District 742 Operating Referendum. If you are interested in more
information on the levy, please go to: www.isd742.org. The site has information
on how to calculate your tax impact based on the value of your property. You can

also link to the District's Levy Information web page, read a Levy Question &
Answer document, or view a PowerPoint slide show for more information.

If you are interested in helping the committee, please contact:
Mark Chlan, Co-Chair
Neighbors for School Excellence
320.240.5510 telephone
320.248.5772 cellular
Mark.Chlan@wolterskluwer.com

Thank you everyone! Your attendance to Thursday’s event was appreciated.

Ms. Lahr

the PTSA Board reminds you that
tonight is Oak Hill
Pizza

An Oak Hill PTSA/Site Council Newsletter


http://www.isd742.org/
http://www.isd742.org/levy.html
http://isd742.org/levyQA2008.pdf
http://isd742.org/levyQA2008.pdf
http://isd742.org/Levy2008.ppt
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Oak Hill
Communication

Upcoming
Events (continued)

Student/Class Hour§:40 a.n.2:15 p.m.
Office Hours7:30 a.m.d 4:00 p.m.
Phones Office 251-7936
Attendance202-6822
Fax 529-4313
E-mait Enter the first name.last name@ISD742.org
(i.e.: tina.lahr@ISD742.0rg) We will make every effort to answer your
messages promptly.
Oak Hill Web Sitkgttp://isd742.org/oakhill.html
District 742 Web Sitéttp://isd742.org
Oak Hill ACORM weekly newsletter sent home on Thursdays with
the youngest student in the family.
Edi t-mailaddressacorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
Oak Hill PTSA Web Sitetp://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com

Attendance
Line

During the school year if your child is ill and will be staying home or you will be
absent for some other reason, please call the Oak Hill Attendance Line right away
in the morning at 202-6822 and leave a message including your child's name, your
name, your child's teacher, and the reason your child is absent.

Drop
Box

A Payment Drop Bdxlocated in the office door - left of the main office door and
in between the staff photos in the main hallway. You or your child may drop
payments off there at anytime. Please be sure to put your payment in an envelope
and include your child's name, teacher's name, and grade along with your check.
No cash please.

Student
Resources

Homework Help - To access online reference materials for homework, go to our
website at www.isd742.org/~oakhill and click on Reference Tools. Select Home
Access. The passwords are available from your child’s teacher or email Linda
Hollenkamp, Media Specialist at linda.hollenkamp@isd742.org.

Upcoming
Events

e Sammyébs

e  School Pictures, Grades Ki 3
Thursday, September 25

e School Pictures, Grades 4fi 6 % #=
Friday, September 26 "6

e Grade One to Fairhaven Farm (Schrom, Kragness, Gitter-Skow)
Friday, September 26

e  Fourth Grade Husky Science
Monday, September 29
Tuesday, September 30

e Grade One to Fairhaven Farm (Piper, Ormsby, Schoenecker)
Tuesday, September 30

e Chip Shoppe Order Forms DUE
Wednesday, October 1

e School Picture Forms DUE
Tuesday, October 7

Pizza- dofopr Oak Hi
Thursday, September 25 %&)‘;}
‘u\-ﬁé

e  PTSA Meetingfi Everyone Welcome!
Wednesday, October 8, 2:30 pm Media Center (Library)
e School Picturesii Make Up Day
Friday, October 10
e  Big Woods Clean Up
Saturday, October 11, 9 am—12 pm 649
e St Cloud House of Pizza Night for Oak Hill é
Tuesday, October 14
e NO SCHOOLMA MEA Statewide Professional Conferences
Thursday, October 16
Friday, October 17
e  Sixth Grade Trip to Deep Portage
Wednesday, October 22—Friday, October 24

e Evening PTSA Meetingfi Everyone Welcome! m
Thursday, October 23, 6 pm—7:30 pm, Second Grade Wing
e Chip Shoppe Delivery Date
Tuesday, October 28, 2—6 pm
e Five Guys Burgers & Fries Night for Oak Hill
Tuesday, October 28
e  General Election Dayfi VOTE!
Tuesday, November 4
e  Fall Festival Family Eventfi FUN, FUN, FUN!
Thursday, November 6, 5—7:30 pm
e NO SCHOOLf Staff Development Day
Friday, November 7 3 3 ¢
e St Cloud House of Pizza Night for Oak Hill @f/
Tuesday, November 11
e QSP Magazine Fundraiser Kick-off
Wednesday, November 12
e  PTSA Meetingfi Everyone Welcome!
Wednesday, November 12, 2:30 pm Media Center (Library)
e  Fall Conferences
Thursday, November 13, 3:00—6:30 pm
Tuesday, November 18, 3:00—6:30 pm
e  End of First Trimester
Friday, November 21
e  NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving Break
Thursday, November 27
Friday, November 28
e  NO SCHOOLf Staff Development Day
Monday, December 1
e PTSA Meetingfi Everyone Welcome!
Wednesday, December 10, 2:30 pm Media Center (Library)
e  Two Hour Late Start
| Tuesday, December 16
e NO SCHOOLRA Winter Break
Wednesday, December 24 - Friday, January 2
School resumes on Monday, January 5

=

The ACORN, a school and PTSA sponsored newsletter, is a communication channel
for the Oak Hill community. It is sent home on Thursday as a printed copy and posted
each week and archived at our Oak Hill web site.

Student news, comments, and suggestions may be left in the ACORN mailbox in the
office or e-mailed to acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com. If your child has something
special to share with our Oak Hill “family” - a special award or achievement -
academic, athletic, artistic, community, etc. - or a part in a community play or musical
event, etc. - please submit a short paragraph describing the award, event, etc.
Photos are welcome—they can be scanned, but an easier format is a digital file.
Thank you also to the teachers for submitting photos, happenings, and student
writings. Oak Hill is a wonderful place!



http://isd742.org/oakhill.html
http://www.isd742.org/
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com/
http://www.isd742.org/oakhill.html
mailto:linda.hollenkam@isd742.org
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
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Words Owl 6s Nest
for the Month Notes

Respectfulness which means — to have or show high regard for; the state of
being esteemed; to treat with courtesy or consideration.

Readiness which means — prepared for immediate use of action. To be mentally
and physically prepared for an experience or an action.

Responsibility which means — the condition of being responsible; obliged to carry
out or take care of, as duty, trust or debt; reliable, trustworthy.

Punctuality which means — acting finished or arriving on time. To be punctual
with work. Show respect for others by doing the right deed at the right time.

HELP NEEDED
for the Big Woods

Volunteers are needed October 11 from 9:00 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. to help with removal of European Buckthorn,
an invasive species of plant. In addition, there are several
trails winding through the woods that are in need of wid-
ening and cleaning. The trail crew will be pulling and [§
cutting small brushy plants to widen the trails and clearing
fallen branches from the trails. The buckthorn crew will be
pulling smaller buckthorn plants from the ground. Large
branches and plants will be dragged from the woods and
placed on piles to be chipped at a later date by city
crews. Gloves, loppers and pruners will also be needed. Contact Guy Schafer at
Oak Hill 251-7936 or at his home 253-2434 for more information. Many people are
needed for this activity. Stay as long as you can; a three hour time commitment is
not necessary.

Family Health & Fithess Day USA is always on the
Saturday in September. The day's purpose is to prom
family involvement in physical activity, one of the go
of the U.S. Surgeon General's Report on Physical Ac
and Health. Get out and move with your family th
weekend!

g

gst

Payments into student lunch accounts may be made in the
main office, dropped off in the school drop box, or online
through the secure website PayForlt.net.

PTSA
News

JUST ADDED!fi EVENING PTSA MEETING Thursday, October 23, 6:00-7:30 pm
at Oak Hill. For all interested parents, students and teachers. More info coming...

Check out the Oak Hill Wish List on the PTSA website. Teachers have submitted
items that are needed in their classrooms. Any donations would be greatly
appreciated!

Be part of the Committee to plan an exciting Fall Festival for Oak Hill students and
families. The first committee meeting will be on Monday, October 6, 6:30pm at Five
Guys Burgers & Fries. If you can't attend and want to be part of the committee or
help with the event, please contact Carissa Capistrant, 320-217-2155.

Help still needed one Thursday morning per month for ACORN assembly. Please
contact Beth Parries at 259-8647.

Chip Shoppe Fall Fundraiser orders & money are due soon—October 1.

Cub Food Receipts
Needed NOW!

We will be turning in Cub Foods receipts right after the 1st of October. Right now
we are collecting for the months of July, August and September. Please send
any Cub receipts that you may have been saving to your child's teacher by October
1st. Cub pays us 1% of the total receipts we turn in, so this is a great way to earn

OL€ money for our school. EASY!! Go find them now—especially if you are a
Al$  procrastinator like this editor!
ity .
s| "Dine for
Donations

Kidstop
Corner

Thanks to all who helped and participated in the “Celebrating Excellence” night
Thursday.

KIDSTOP has been running K.A.R.P. (KIDSTOP'S Awesome Reading Pro-
gram). We have many kids reading and getting prizes. We also offer homework
help in Power Hour.

Every Thursday our volunteer “Grandma” runs Cooking Club.

SPECIAL EVENTS:
Wednesday, September 24 2 hour early dismissal - going to the IMAX in Coon
Rapids - $12. (Send a lunch with your kids this day because some eat very early!)

Friday, September 26 Day of Caring - two agencies are coming to help us make
tie blankets for the Crisis Nursery.

Monday, September 29 Trip to the St. Cloud Airport
Thursday, October 2 Companions Animal Hospital
Wednesday, October 8 Godfathers Pizza and a movie

Thursday and Friday, October 16-17 All day KIDSTOP at Oak Hill - sign up now!

Help support our local restaurants and earn money for your school. Simply dine at
the featured restaurant on the selected day, mention Oak Hill School and the
restaurant will donate a percentage of your bill to our school.

TONIGHT! Thursday, September 25 S a mmy & s ($180ifoz exeqy buffet
purchased goes to our school)

Tuesday, October 14fi St. Cloud House of Pizza (10% of your bill goes to our
school. Dine in or take out.)

Tuesday, October 281 Five Guys Burgers & Fries (10% of your bill to Oak Hill)
Tuesday, November 11fi St. Cloud House of Pizza (10% of your bill to Oak Hill)

Magazine
Sales Fundraiser

Thank you for supporting magazine sales. Renewal slips
are coming in the mail. But WAIT! Magazine sales for
Oak Hill will start in November. If you cannot wait to
renew your magazines, you may place magazine orders
online, new or renewal subscriptions.

Go to: www.gsp.com click on SHOP NOW under WELCOME TO QSP
Enter our school organization #425007816 and start shopping.

By ordering magazines through our school, 40% of your
purchase benefits our school.



https://www.payforit.net
mailto:guy.schafer@isd742.org
http://www.qsp.com
http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com/
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Sale

Greetings to parents and staff of Oak Hill
Elementary. | hope your school year has gotten
off to a wonderful start. My name is Nate Elsen
and | will be working with Mrs. Nancy Streng as
Oak Hill Elementary’s School Counselor Intern
this year. | am looking forward to meeting and
working with you and your children as the
school year progresses. To introduce myself, |
am a second year graduate student at St. Cloud
State University in the School Counseling
program. | plan to graduate in the spring and
hopefully find a job as a School Counselor for
the 2009-2010 school year. In 2007 | graduated from St. John’s University with a
major in Psychology. This will also be my third year as a high school girl's hockey
assistant coach in St. Cloud. | am very excited about this upcoming school year
and | am very eager to learn from my experiences at Oak Hill Community School. If
there are any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me or Mrs. Streng
at 251.7936 ext 4604.

Nathan J. Elsen
St. Cloud State University
Graduate Student of School Counseling

Imagination
Library

Oakly Sportswear/Apparel ,

(available in the office and at special school events)
[cSmmunity{sthooll

Light Blue or Black Short Sleeve T-Shirt: $8.00

Light Blue or Black Long Sleeve T-Shirt: $12.00

Black Hooded Sweatshirt with Embroidered Logo: $25.00

Please make checks payable to: Oak Hill PTSA
Thank you!

Fridays this year at Oak Hill will be School Spirit Day.
We encourage students, staff, parents, and visitors to
wear their Oak Hill apparel on Fridays. Go OWLS!

Levy
Information

What is Imagination Library?

Imagination Library means books in the hands of every young child to read and
keep for their very own. It means parents, older brothers or sisters, grandparents,
babysitters and others reading, talking and enjoying books together with the chil-
dren in their lives.

Children enrolled receive a new, age-appropriate, hard cover book sent to them at
their home each month. The program is offered to families at no cost.

Imagination Library is a partnership between United Way of Central Minnesota
Success By 6 and the Dollywood Foundation. It is funded locally by individual dona-
tions from parents and other community members, corporate gifts and special
grants. A child can be sponsored for $35 per year. Success By 6 works to build
community support for children during the formative years that influence their entire
lives with the goal of helping all children be prepared for success in school and life.

Who is eligible?

Children from birth up to their 5th birthday. Their parent or guardian must live or
work in the United Way of Central Minnesota service area. Fill out a form on-line
www.unitedwayhelps.org/action/shb6_imagination.html or contact United Way
252-0227.

Messages from
the Media Center

Do you know how to educate your neighbors about the upcoming vote? Visit the
Levy Information page for more information on the District's website as mentioned
by Ms. Lahr. A table outlining the expiring levy authority dollar amounts along with
the proposed numbers based on several options of market value housing are listed.
Read the new Levy Q & A document for more information.

Our community can't afford to lose ground when it comes to education — especially
in today's difficult economy. The implications are far-reaching. Our property values,
our jobs, our ability to attract business, our ability to attract quality employees and
their families, our ability to attract the best healthcare professionals, and our quality
of life (not to mention school pride) are all dependent on a healthy school district.
Our public schools also support area private and parochial schools, as well as
home schooled programs and opportunities that simply aren't available to them or
funded by them. Without public school support, those programs would not exist.
Unless levy support is renewed with the 2009 referendum, the district will be forced
to reduce teachers, discontinue programs and services to students, and reduce
operational efficiencies.

Activities
And Events

Don't forget to turn in old birthday and holiday cards for bookmarks. Thank you!

It's not too late to join Husky Pups 2008. Under the supervision of SCSU coaches
& players, boys & girls (K-8) have the opportunity to learn and practice football skills
on Saturday mornings (9-10 am) before home games. Free passes to home
games, T-shirt, and more for $20. Call 308-3955 for more info or click on the link.

District 742 is offering an amazing array of fall classes. Online registration at http://
stcloudcommunityed.com. Mail, fax, phone and in-person registration began
Sept. 12.

Register for the FREE Autism Resource Fair, September 27, 12:30—3:30 pm
(details in 9.4.08) info@ArcMidstate.org

Register for Junior Tiger Gymnastics (K-8) at Tech. www.juniortigers.com or
contact Joel Stark-Haws 529-8713.

Girls (Gr. 3—6) sign up for the Tech Tiger Volleyball Camp 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm,
Oct. 3 at Tech High School. View the registration form for more information on the
district website or contact Janel Loesch 654-0528.

Step Out: Walk to Fight Diabetes on October 4 at Riverside Park. 8 am check in;
9 am start. Take a 3 or 6 mile walk. Refreshments follow. Details at
www.diabetes.org/stepout or call 888.342.3837



http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/levy2.html
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/levyQA2008.pdf
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/athletics/sports/football/story.asp?pubID=33&issueID=21671&storyID=26524
http://stcloudcommunityed.com
http://stcloudcommunityed.com
mailto:info@ArcMidstate.org
http://www.juniortigers.com/
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/flyer_TechVolleyball.pdf
http://www.diabetes.org/stepout
http://www.unitedwayhelps.org/action/sb6_imagination.html

