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Hello, 
 
Wow!  Week Two is underway, and I have been hearing a lot of students 
talk about the projects completed at Oak Hill this summer.  We had a 
wonderful opportunity to work with Betty Schnettler, Director of 
Partnerships and Services for the St. Cloud Area United Way.  She helped 
facilitate an opportunity for the Minnesota School of Business and Oak Hill 
Community Elementary School to join together in supporting students and 
families by working towards school site improvement.  60 volunteers 
gathered from the Minnesota School of Business to rally together in the 
spirit of giving, donating five hours of their time to help Oak Hill.  There 
were several projects that awaited them here.  Projects included outdoor 
garden and courtyard maintenance including re-landscaping the entire 
upper levels of the front tiered gardens, interior updates including painting 
the library and adjusting locker shelves, and assisting the teaching staff 
with moving to new room assignments.  
 
I want to thank District Maintenance Supervisor Brian Gohmann, Head 
Building Engineer-Custodian Gary Glein, Custodian Jason Johnson, Media 
Specialist Linda Hollenkamp, First Grade Teachers LaVonne Gitter-Skow 
and Pat Schrom, and EBD Teacher Amy Dvorak for their tremendous help 
in supervising.  Linda Hollenkamp continued painting and decorating the 
library this summer along with family and friends, putting extensive 
amounts of work into the project.  We also want to extend special 
appreciation to Minnesota School of Business Academic and Volunteer 
Coordinator, Elizabeth Tierney, who helped me enlist volunteers and 
allowed opportunities for me to visit with their site supervisors in the 
planning process. 
 
The volunteers could clearly note the impact of their contributions as Oak 
Hill administration and staff gave them a rousing round of applause when 
they finished.  Oak Hill is so thankful for the help provided through 
volunteers.  You really feel the true spirit of community when cooperative 
partnerships like this exist.  We want to thank the United Way and the  

A Message from our  

Principal, Tina Lahr 

Minnesota School of Business for their 
time, effort, and hard work. There is no 
doubt that the students are excited to 
see the changes enabled through this 
large undertaking, we encourage you 
to stop and view them, too. 
 
Speaking of ways to work together to 
build a stronger community, Oak Hill 
has a school excellence and levy 
meeting coming up on Thursday, 
September 18, from 5:30—7:00 p.m.  
Please consider attending this 
important event and opportunity to 
learn more about your school and the 
levy.  We hope to see you there! 
 
Have a Wonderful Week,  
Ms. Lahr 

the Oak Hill 

Thank you painting volunteers! 

Smiling faces in the 
atrium. 

Working hard on the front sign area. 
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Oak Hill 

Communication 

Student/Class Hours:  7:40 a.m.ð2:15 p.m. 
Office Hours:  7:30 a.m.ð4:00 p.m. 
Phones:           Office  251-7936 
                         Attendance  202-6822 
                         Fax  529-4313 
E-mail:   Enter the first name.last name@ISD742.org   
(i.e.: tina.lahr@ISD742.org)  We will make every effort to answer your 
messages promptly.   
Oak Hill Web Site: http://isd742.org/oakhill.html 
District 742 Web Site:  http://isd742.org 
Oak Hill ACORN:  A weekly newsletter sent home on Thursdays with 
the youngest student in the family. 
Editorôs e-mail address:  acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com  
Oak Hill PTSA Web Site:  http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com 

Homework Help - To access online reference materials for homework, go to our 
website at www.isd742.org/~oakhill and click on Reference Tools. Select Home 
Access. Please contact the media specialist for username and password. 

Attendance 

Line 

During the school year if your child is ill and will be staying home or you will be 
absent for some other reason, please call the Oak Hill Attendance Line right away 
in the morning at 202-6822 and leave a message including your child's name, your 
name, your child's teacher, and the reason your child is absent. 

Drop 

Box 

A Payment Drop Box is located in the office door - left of the main office door and 
in between the staff photos in the main hallway.  You or your child may drop 
payments off there at anytime.  Please be sure to put your payment in an envelope 
and include your child's name, teacher's name, and grade along with your check.  
No cash please. 

Student 

Resources 

Upcoming 

Events (continued) 

Fourth Grade Husky Science 
 Monday, September 29 
 Tuesday, September 30 

Grade One to Fairhaven Farm (Piper, Ormsby, Schoenecker) 
 Tuesday, September 30 

Chip Shoppe Order Forms DUE 
 Wednesday, October 1 

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 
 Wednesday, October 8, 2:30 pm Media Center (Library) 

NO SCHOOLñMEA Statewide Professional Conferences 
 Thursday, October 16 
 Friday, October 17 

Fall Festival Family EventñFUN, FUN, FUN! 
 Thursday, October 23, 5—7 pm  

Chip Shoppe Delivery Date 
 Thursday, October 30 

General Election Day 
 Tuesday, November 4  

NO SCHOOLñStaff Development Day 
 Friday, November 7 

QSP Magazine Fundraiser Kick-off  
 Wednesday, November 12 

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 
 Wednesday, November 12, 2:30 pm Media Center (Library) 

Fall Conferences 
 Thursday, November 13, 3:00—6:30 pm 
 Tuesday, November 18, 3:00—6:30 pm 

End of First Trimester 
 Friday, November 21 

NO SCHOOLñThanksgiving Break 
 Thursday, November 27 
 Friday, November 28 

NO SCHOOLñStaff Development Day 
 Monday, December 1 

PTSA MeetingñEveryone Welcome! 
 Wednesday, December 10, 2:30 pm Media Center (Library) 

Two Hour Late Start 
 Tuesday, December 16 

NO SCHOOLñWinter Break 
 Wednesday, December 24 through Friday, January 2 
 School resumes on Monday, January 5 

Regional Chess Tournament (details in future ACORNs) 
 Saturday, January 24, 2009, 9 am—2:30 pm at Discovery School  

Last Blast Picnic 
 Thursday, May 14, 2009 

The ACORN, a school and PTSA sponsored newsletter, is a communication 
channel for the Oak Hill community.  It is sent home on Thursday as a printed copy 
and posted each week and archived at our Oak Hill web site. 
 
Student news, comments, and suggestions may be left in the ACORN mailbox in 
the office or e-mailed to acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com.  If your child has 
something special to share with our Oak Hill “family” - a special award or 
achievement - academic, athletic, artistic, community, etc. - or a part in a 
community play or musical event, etc. - please submit a short paragraph describing 
the award, event, etc.  Photos are welcome—they can be scanned, but an easier 
format is a digital file.  Thank you also to the teachers for submitting photos, 
happenings, and student writings.  Oak Hill is a wonderful place! 

Upcoming 

Events 

Chip Shoppe Fundraiser Kick-Off 
 Wednesday, September 17 

Celebrate Excellence at Oak Hill! 
 Thursday, September 18, 5:30—7:00 pm 

Sixth Grade Band Registration 
 Thursday, September 18, 7:00 pm at Talahi Cafeteria 

Two Hour Early Dismissal  
 Wednesday, September 24 

Fourth Grade River/Water Fest 
 Thursday, September 25 

School Pictures, Grades Kñ3 
 Thursday, September 25 

School Pictures, Grades 4ñ6 
 Friday, September 26 

Grade One to Fairhaven Farm (Schrom, Kragness, Gitter-Skow) 
 Friday, September 26 

http://isd742.org/oakhill.html
http://www.isd742.org/
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com/
http://www.isd742.org/oakhill.html
mailto:acorn.newsletter@yahoo.com
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School Bus Route Information for eligible students was mailed out on August 
25th. Please look over the information carefully and contact the transportation 
office if the information does not look correct or you did not receive a letter. The 
transportation department has implemented a new computerized routing system 
this year. Please be aware that many stops and routes have been changed with 
efficiency and cost reductions in mind.  Students should be at the bus stop five 
(5) minutes prior to the scheduled stop time.  The buses may run late the first 
several days of school.  Thank you for your help and 
patience as we start the school year. 
 
District Transportation (PS) 320-253-9370 
Spanier Bus Service Inc (S) 320-251-3313 

Owlôs Nest  

Notes 

If you are joining your child for lunch, please notify the office in 
the morning. 
 
Payments into student lunch accounts may be made in the 
main office, dropped off in the school drop box, or online 
through the secure website PayForIt.net.  See the school’s 
website for details. 

Check out the new website! 

www.oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com 
 
We hope you will find this website a valuable resource for information pertaining to 
volunteer opportunities, up-coming activities, fundraisers, budget information and 
much more.  This is a new website, so please feel free to email comments or ideas 
to Noel Kern.  jnkern@charter.net  
 

Join us! 
Membership in PTSA is open to anyone who is concerned with the education, 
health, and welfare of children.  Please join to help support our programs, even 
if you cannot come to all the meetings.  Forms are available in the office or at 
www.oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com/page/Membership+Forms. 
 
PTSA Wish List 

Increase PTSA memberships for 2008-09 

Baskets - Don't throw away your baskets, we can use them for our Silent 
Auction 

Ideas for fundraisers, parent involvement and anything that can benefit our 
students 

Donations towards the purchase of Smart Boards. We are hoping to get 
enough Smart Boards to have one in every classroom. These Smart Boards 
are a small step toward keeping our students on the cutting edge of 
technology. 

 
Remember the Year-Round Fundraisers! 

Cub Receipts, Box Tops for Education, Tyson Project A+ labels, Campbell’s Labels 
for Education, Kemp’s & Land O’Lakes’ Milk Caps, and Food Club UPCs (at 
Coborn’s & Cashwise).  Classrooms have drop-off areas for these, and there are 
labeled drop offs for all of the receipts/labels/caps in the front lobby.  Last year Oak 
Hill earned $2,080 from Box Tops for Education.  Earnings so far this year -  $831. 
 
If you are interested in assembling the newsletter on Thursday mornings, please 
contact Beth Parries at 259-8647. 

Parent Teacher 

Student Association (PTSA) News 

School Bus Route 

Information  

DATES TO REMEMBER:   
Monday, September 15th Field trip list will be available  Thursday, September 
18th “Celebrate Excellence of our School”- fun, food, and answers to your levy 
questions  Wednesday, September 24th 2 hour early dismissal - KIDSTOP is 
available at no extra charge  *Please send a lunch—some children eat very early 
and will be hungry later in the day.  Friday, September 26th United Way “Day of 
Caring”- we will be making tie blankets for the Crisis Nursery. 

KIDSTOP 

Corner  259-5081 

When students need to be picked up during the school day or at dismissal, a note 
should be sent to the teacher.  If students are to go home with another child, a note 
needs to be sent to the teacher.  Parents/drivers should park in the front of the 
building and pick up the children at the office.  Please use the roadway along the 
sidewalk as a pick up/drop off zone only; it is not designed for extended time 
parking.  Please do not park in the òRed Zoneó as it is for emergencies only. 
 
NOTE:  If a student walks/bikes to and from school, it is very important to establish 
a known route with parents. 

Parking and 

Student Pick Up 

Respectfulness which means — to have or show high regard for; the state of 
being esteemed; to treat with courtesy or consideration. 
 
Readiness which means — prepared for immediate use of action.  To be mentally 
and physically prepared for an experience or an action.  
 
Responsibility which means — the condition of being responsible; obliged to carry 
out or take care of, as duty, trust or debt; reliable, trustworthy. 
 
Punctuality which means — acting finished or arriving on time.  To be punctual 
with work.  Show respect for others by doing the right deed at the right time. 

Words 

for the Month 

Oak Hill takes great pride in all our teaching teams and 
staff.  Jeff Wucherer took a childcare leave so there is a 
new face in the Kindergarten wing—Lynn Jordre.   
 
Hello!  My name is Lynn Jordre and I am one of the new 
kindergarten teachers this year.  This is my 17th year 
teaching Kindergarten in District 742.  I have taught at 
Westwood and Clearview.  I am very excited to be at Oak 
Hill this year!  My own children, Nathan and Emily, attend 
Oak Hill.  They have had wonderful experiences here!  
My husband Collin and I are busy with our kids’ sports 
and other activities.  I love to read, play tennis and walk.  
Thank you for welcoming me to Oak Hill.  GO TWINS! 

Oak Hill 

New Staff 

Your child has been assigned a PIN (Person Identification Number) which follows 
him/her through Grade 12 in the District.  Students must memorize the number and 
enter it on a keypad to indicate when they have eaten a meal at school. Younger 
grades will have assistance available.  Use the PIN to also check food account 
balance at our school website.  Forgot that PIN?  Contact the Oak Hill office or ask 
your child! 

? Someone at Oak Hill got a visit last week from a 
local radio station personality, armed with  
muffins...stay tuned. 

http://isd742.org/transportation/index.html
http://isd742.org/transportation/index.html
https://www.payforit.net
http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com/
mailto:jnkern@charter.net
http://oakhillptsa.wetpaint.com/page/membership+forms
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For 

Sale 

Oakly Sportswear/Apparel 
(available in the office and at special school events) 
 
Light Blue or Black Short Sleeve T-Shirt: $8.00 
Light Blue or Black Long Sleeve T-Shirt: $12.00 
Black Hooded Sweatshirt with Embroidered Logo: $25.00 

 
Please make checks payable to: Oak Hill PTSA 
Thank you! 
 
Fridays this year at Oak Hill will be School Spirit Day.  
We encourage students, staff, parents, and visitors to 
wear their Oak Hill apparel on Fridays.  Go OWLS! 

Levy 

Information 
District 742 will be placing three operating referendum questions on the Nov. 4 
election ballot.  Question 1, which will increase revenue for teachers, activities, 
transportation and operations, would generate $555 per pupil.  Question 2, which 
would generate $160 per pupil, will provide revenue increase for funding equal to 
the Minnesota average.  Question 3, which would provide revenue increase for 
additional student curriculum and services, would generate $255 per pupil.  Visit 
the Levy Information page for more information.  A table outlining the expiring levy 
authority dollar amounts along with the proposed numbers based on several op-
tions of market value housing are listed.  New information will be out next week on 
what will be cut if the levy fails. 
 
Also, please join in the CELEBRATIONS OF EXCELLENCE at our 742 schools.  
Oak Hill’s night is Thurs., Sept. 18 from 5:30ñ7:00.  South Jr. High’s & Tech’s 
nights are Thurs., Sept. 25 from 5:30ñ7:00.  These events feature door prizes, 
refreshments, games & prizes, School Board members and Levy Committee mem-
bers available to answer questions, and voter registration available.  Come to cele-
brate excellence in our schools.  Meet teachers.  Visit with neighbors. 

Activities 

And Events 
District 742 is offering an amazing array of fall classes. Community Education's fall 
course catalog will be mailed to District 742 residents on September 11. Online 
registration began Sept. 2 at http://stcloudcommunityed.com. Mail, fax, phone 
and in-person registration begins Sept. 12.  
 
6th Grade Beginning Band  All pre-registered band students, along with a parent, 
are requested to attend Band Registration Night on Thursday, September 18 at 
7pm in the Talahi Cafeteria. 
 
Register for the FREE Autism Resource Fair, September 27, 12:30—3:30 pm 
(details in 9.4.08) info@ArcMidstate.org 
 
Step Out: Walk to Fight Diabetes on October 4 at Riverside Park.  8 am check in; 
9 am start.  Take a 3 or 6 mile walk, and then enjoy sandwiches and massages 
afterwards.  Raise more than $100 and receive a T-shirt.  Details at 
www.diabetes.org/stepout or call 888.342.3837 
 
Girls in grades 3 through 6 are invited to attend Tech Tiger Volleyball Camp 3:30 
pm to 5:30 pm Oct. 3 at Tech High School. Students attending the camp will be 
introduced to basic volleyball skills and have the opportunity to play with the Tech 
students. View the registration form for more information on the district website or 
contact Janel Loesch 654-0528.  

 
 
 
 

 
Several Oak Hill students participated in the 
Challenging Reading Program in 2007-08.  This is an independent reading 
program fostering the development of students’ reading, writing, problem solving, 
creative and critical thinking.  The Challenging Reading Program may be accessed 
on the District 742 web page at isd742.org. Click on Programs. Click on Talent 
Development. Click on the portion of the Challenging Reading Program that you 
want to select - for example, the Grades 3-4 book list, the Grades 7-12 book report 
ideas, or the Grades K-6 Student Book Response form.  Students who read books 
from the resource list, and who wish to be recognized by their school, need to 
complete a book response form from the web site and submit it to Karen 
Hommerding at the District Administration Office.   
 
Seventy seven students from Oak Hill took part in the program.  Completing three 
or more reports were Leah Adelman, Toria Baumgarten, Christian Brady, Amelia 
Broman, Courtney Buley, Ryan Buls, Lia Challberg, Matthew Fuchs, Reagan 
Garden, Grace Heck, Casey Hilden, Justin Howe, Logan Hunter, Nate Jordre, 
Katelyn Kettner, Davin Kim, Cassidy King, Mariah Koenig,  Max LaBine, Sam 
LaBine, Sarah Laudenbach, Brooke Leabch, Raquel Mohs, Zane Murphy, Alex 
Nikolas, Beth Ann Nikolas, Aarthi Paranthaman, Molly Parries, Connor Ramos, 
Logan Salner, Nick Schmitt, Kelsey Seehusen, Megan Seehusen, Paul Sibert, 
Keaton Skaja, Jeeho Sohn, Max Webb, Noah Webb, and Chole Wruck. 
 
Oak Hill students Sam LaBine  and Alex Nikolas have been recognized every year, 
K—6.  Way to read everyone! 

 

News from the Four County Crisis Response Team 
Are you experiencing a mental health crisis? Has anxiety, depression or 
suicidal thoughts caused a crisis situation and you need help now? The 
Crisis Response Team can help you cope with immediate stressors, identify re-
sources and supports, and provide referrals and follow-up services. 
 
The crisis line is available 24 hours a day.  
1.800.635.8008 or 320.253.5555  
 
The crisis line helps callers assess and stabilize the situation, determine the next 
step, get connected with formal and/or informal resources and supports, and pro-
vide referrals to a mental health provider, community agencies, and the Crisis Re-
sponse Team.  The Team can travel to your location to provide face-to-face inter-
vention and assessment 7 days a week from 2pm-11:30pm.  The Team is available 

to adults and children in Benton, Sherburne, Stearns and Wright counties.  

Counselorôs 

Corner 

School  

Psychologist, Deb Forstner  

There will be a six week guided Grief Support Group for youth, ages 5 to 16, who 
have experienced the loss of a loved one through death.  The group meets on 
Thursdays, October 16 to November 20, from 6:30 to 7:30 pm.  It will be held at 
Catholic Charities Center for Life Transitions, 312 2nd Avenue North in Sauk 
Rapids.  Their phone number is 529-0427.  All faiths are welcome and there is no 
cost, but one must call to register before starting the group. 
 
If you know of any children here at Oak Hill or elsewhere who might be in need of 
this group, please pass this information on.  Let me know if you have any 
questions. (ext. 4703) 

Congratulations! 

ðChallenge Readers 

http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/levy2.html
http://stcloudcommunityed.com
mailto:info@ArcMidstate.org
http://www.diabetes.org/stepout
http://stcloud.k12.mn.us/flyer_TechVolleyball.pdf
http://isd742.org/teachingandlearning/talentdev.html
http://www.isd742.org/

