
February 5, 2009

Elementary School, District 742, St. Cloud, Minnesota

Happy February!

It is hard to believe that January has come and gone.  Either IÕm getting older or time is really passing
quickly.  January was a good month and I look forward to an even better February.

Our children are heavy into learning.  We thank you for having them read each night.  Reading will open so
many doors for them.  I saw a billboard on I-94 that read  ÒGarbage in Ð Garbage out Ð What are your kids
watching??  What a message.  It is easy to allow our children to watch TV, play video games, etc., however,
reading is a more productive choice.  It is something to think about.

We will be having Parent/Teacher Conferences on February 19 th  and 24th .  The conference reminders were
sent home last week. We look forward to having the opportunity to visit with you regarding your childrenÕs
progress at that time.  If you are looking for on-line academic challenges go to Study Island or the on-line
activity sites on our website.

Hopefully, youÕre hearing some Spanish at your home . . . Profesora Susana is working to motivate our
children who want to learn another language.  She follows each lesson on the live announcements and on our
web page.

We are making cards for children in a school in Belize this week.  Clear Lake Mayor Bill Kiffmeyer is taking
our cards and warm wishes to the children for ValentineÕs Day.  Our hope is to create a relationship with an
elementary school, so our children can learn about how others live.  We are also collecting school, personal
and household items to send to Belize.  We have asked each teacher to organize and reach out on behalf of
our friends in Belize.  Please talk to your children and help if you can.

Our Site Council and PTA will both meet on Tuesday, February 10 th  a 6:30 p.m.  We will have a presentation
on Promethean Interactive Boards.  These are instructional tools that allow interaction and unique learning
experiences.  We are fundraising to purchase them for our rooms.  Each group will meet after the
presentation.  Please join us for the presentation and the meetings if you are able.

So far we have missed 2 days because of weather.  Our School Board has decided the following for our
weather make-up days:

1) The last day of school for students will be June 4 th  not June 3 rd .
2) The late start  on February 10 th  and the Early Dismissal  on March 25 th  are CANCELLED.  We will

have full days of school on those days.
3) Staff ONLY will make up the remaining time.

A Message from our Principal
Paula Foley



Cooperation ~ which means . . . working
together for a common purpose; a joint action.

Sportsmanship ~ which means . . . using fair
play or sportsmanlike conduct.

Consideration ~ which means . . . the action of
thinking carefully; thoughtful concern; as for the

feelings or interests of others.

Uniqueness ~ which means . . . being the only
one of its type; without an equal or like; singular.

Congratulations one again to Mrs. Thelen’s class ~
this year’s winner of the Campbell’s Classroom
Challenge!  An honorable mention goes to
Profesora Mairin’s class, who proved to be tough
competition for those 4th graders . . .  Mrs. Thelen
and Profesora Mairin were both pleased to order
some items from the Campbell’s product catalog.
We were able to order lots of other cool stuff as
well:

Mrs. Thelen  . . . Earth Model (900 labels) and Gemstones of
the World Book (1,750 labels)
Profesora Mairin  . . . Spanish alphabet Center (2,150 labels)
This product made Profesora Mairin VERY happy!  Spanish
Bingo (800 labels), Spanish Magnet Letters (1,300 labels)
Mrs.Krebs  . . . Pretend Cash Register (2,500 labels)
Mrs. Wright  . . . Phonemic Awareness (3,000 labels)
Mrs. Thyen  . . . Rotary paper Trimmer (3,450 labels)
Profesora Martha  . . . Mag-Neatos (3,900 labels), Spanish
Bingo (800 labels)
Julie Ulbrich  . . . Numbered Bean Bags (1,000 labels)
Lunchroom  . . . Chalk for Outside (650 labels)

Words for the Month
Of February

The LEAF ÒNight of the StarsÓ Variety Show and Silent Auction showcases the talented students and staff
of District 742!  This year, Clearview has 22 students involved, they are:  Grade 2:  Payton Anderson,
Whitney DeGuiseppe, Anne Nikolov, Sšren Pitt, Emily Roiland, Ruth Roiland, Gabby Roos, Gaige Scott, and
Mara Wehlage; Grade 3:  Steven Keller, Meghan Larson, Jason Matz, Andy Nefs, Caleb Petersen,  Cade
Staudinger, Jordyn Tomaszewski, Benjamin Wright and Zach Zabinski; Grade 5:  Sandy DeGuiseppi, Tiana
Nichelson and Erin Wehlage; Grade 6: Rachel Petersen.

We hope you can join us on either Friday, February 13 th  or Saturday, February 14 th  at the Paramount
Theatre.  Show time is 7:30 p.m.

Advanced ticket prices are $12.00 for adults and $5.00 for students.  At the door you will pay $15.00 for
adults and $6.00 for students.  100% of every ADVANCED TICKET SALE which is sold by the school is
returned to that school by LEAF.

Mark your calendars for Thursday, March 19, 2009! That will be ClearviewÕs Barnes & Noble Night!!!  More
information will be coming!!!!

Thank you for sharing your children with us!

Have a great week!

Every adult needs a child to
teach; itÕs the way adults learn.



On January 8th, 7 students from Clearview traveled
to St. Cloud State for Science Rocks!  This is an all
day conference which allows 5th and 6th grade
students who are interested in science to get a
closer look at different topics.  The day started with
2 break out sessions followed by lunch then the
keynote speaker and finally, the last break out
session.  Some of the topics that our students went
to were:  Robotics, Black Holes, Grossology,
Volcanoes, Rocks and Minerals, and then they also
went to a keynote speaker who talked about how
your brain learns using songs and actions.  It was a
very fun day and the kids loved learning about
science.

D Ð I Ð E Ð S Ð E - L

Congratulations to
Caryn Ehni

for winning the
5th and 6th Grade

Spelling Bee.
Caryn is a 6th grader
from Mr. HausÕ class

and will be
representing Clearview

in the District-wide
Spelling Bee.

 Her final word was
diesel.

Good Luck Caryn!!!!

Teen
ValentineÕs
Day Dance

February 14, 2009
Clearwater Legion Hall

Featuring
Pizza Buffet 6-7 p.m. (5.00)

and
Entertainment 7-11 p.m.

Music, Dancing, Karaoke, Limbo
And a Dance-Off

(no cover charge)

This event is brought to you by the
Clearwater Community Activities Board.

With special thanks to the Clearwater Legion

~There will be a ValentineÕs Dinner menu in the
front room.~

Date Change ~
Jump Rope for
Heart will be

held on
Thursday,
March 5 th

Reminder:  The 2-hour Late Start on February 10 th  and the
2-hour Early Dismissal on March 25 th  have been cancelled.
They will be FULL SCHOOL DAYS for students as we make up
the 2 weather related days students had off in January.



Our natural state is relaxed and healthy. When stressed, worried, bothered or upset, our bodies give out
signs: Racing heartbeat, irritability, tightened muscles, etc. We can change our actions and thoughts in
order to CALM DOWN. This was the January guidance lesson, and our students came up with so many
wonderful ideas for calming and Òde-stressingÓ that I had to share them. These can be good for all of us.
Talk with your family about which ones are (or might be) most helpful and when and whereÉ Add your
own! 

Count to 10    Punch a pillow or something soft    Watch a movie    Cook!!!!!!!!!
!Exercise    Wonder    Talk to a counselor    Pay attention    Scream in pillow

Clean    Think of a happy place    Read    Do a puzzle    Go to a fun place Smash
something useless        Journal    Be alone    Joke!    Play outside!!! Squeeze a
lemon, release a dove    Talk to Mom or Dad or Grandma    Sew    Do a craft

Explore !Pray    Swing    Watch TV    Invent    Wii    Swim     Hug something    Do
something fun    Take a shower or bath    Play with pets    Nap or Sleep    Take

deep breaths    Play a game  !Draw    Cry    Make music Go to friendÕs house    Take
a break    Ride a horse    Jump on bed    Bounce        Use a Worry Box    Help
someone else    Use stress ball    Skate & sled   Keep a good schedule    Yoga
Karate!    Daydream    Relax    Chew gum Use computer   Shop    Paint    Video

games    Scrapbook    Finger weave    Knit or crochet    Have hot chocolate    Call a
friend    Eat (healthy)   !Color Look at relaxing pictures    Imagine    Ask for help
Stay organized    Bike Work ahead    Wake up on time    Bounce away bad things

Talk to pet        Get away from it (stressor)    Visit someone    List to music    Talk
it out Think about how to make things better    Play soccer    Play with Legos

Cuddle with Mom/Dad    Lay down on bed & calm down    Run around    Race     Be
alone in a quiet place    ÒLet goÓ of troublesome thoughtsÉ!  

We are fortunate to have two young women, students in school counseling, who will work with me on
some Thursdays and Fridays for the next few months. They will be added positive support people in our
school, and will assist with lessons and groups, always with licensed supervision. Welcome to Leila
Persson and Tara Talbet. Leila is from Alfred Adler Graduate School and will do a variety of school
counseling activities 

Mary Jane Brewster 

 Workshops: Resource Training & Solutions. Call Martha Roth 255-3236      ÒAll
Families Communicate But What Are They Saying?    2/23/2009  7-9 PM

ÒAutism: One FamilyÕs StoryÓ      3/16/2009 7-9 PM

ÒSibling RivalryÓ         4/2/2009   7-9 PM



Dates to Remember . . .

Feb. 5th - 4th Grade Percussion Demo Field Trip
Feb. 6th - USAT
Feb. 7th - Sherburne Wildlife Winter Fest
Feb. 10th - PTA / Site Council 6:30

 - Site Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Feb. 10th - PTA Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 16th - NO SCHOOL, PresidentÕs Day
Feb.19th - 2nd Grade to Paramount
Feb. 19th - Tech Boys/Girls Basketball Team

   serves lunch
Feb. 19th - Parent/Teacher Conferences
Feb. 23rd -27th - K-2 Artist in Residence
Feb. 24th - Parent/Teacher Conferences

Mar. 2nd - Site Council, 7:00 p.m.
Mar. 5th - Jump Rope for Heart
Mar. 9th Ð 13th - NO SCHOOL, Mid-Winter Break
Mar. 17th - PTA Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Mar. 19th - Tech Dance Team serves lunch
Mar. 19th - Barnes & Noble Night
Mar. 20th - USAT
Mar. 26th - PTA Education Night, 6:30 p.m.
Mar. 26th - Report Cards go home!

                 James Buchanan
              15th   President Ð 1855 - 1861

                     Old Buck
ÒThe test of leadership is not to put greatness into humanity, but

to elicit it, for the greatness is already there.Ó

James Buchanan tried running for president three times before he finally won it.  And it
couldnÕt have been at a worse time.

Two days into his term, the Supreme Court (which was mostly Southern judges) ruled that
slaves are the property of their owners, not citizens, so they had no right to sue for their
freedom.  This so-called Dred Scott Decision ignited fury among Americans, known as
abolitionists, who wanted to abolish slavery.

Among them was John Brown, a radical abolitionist who tried to start a slave revolt by
stealing weapons at HarperÕs Ferry, Virginia, and giving them to slaves.  Brown was
captured and hanged, but his death just made the abolitionistsÕ cause grow stronger.

By the time BuchananÕs presidency ended in 1861, eight Southern states had announced
that they were leaving the United States and forming a new confederacy of American
States where owning slaves would be legal.  Buchanan stood by helplessly as the country
tore itself apart.  He condemned the states for leaving, but argued that he had no power to
stop them.

Buchanan, who never married, hated slavery.  He actually bought slaves just to free them.
But history blames him for not doing more to prevent the Civil War.  On his last day in
office, he sent a message to his successor:  My dear sir, he wrote, if you are as happy on
entering the Presidency as I am on leaving it, then you are a happy man indeed.

The man getting that letter was Abraham Lincoln.

!  AT A GLANCE !

Born
April 23, 1791

Cove Gap, Pennsylvania

Political Party
Democrat

Vice President
John C. Breckinridge

Pets
Lara, a Newfoundland

dog; elephants from the
King of Siam; a pair of
American bald eagles




