
Name:     Sec:   Date Due: 

 
Persuasive Essay 

 
Outcome:   
 
Final copy must be typed or neatly written in black or blue ink. 

 
Criteria 

 
3 

 
2 

 
1 

 
Not Yet 

 
Persuasion 

 

Essay has a 
clearly stated 
opinion with 
supporting 
background 
information 

Essay has a clear 
opinion, but 
needs more 
background 
information 

Essay has an 
opinion, but 
lacks adequate 
background 
information 

Essay has no 
opinion or 
incomplete 
background 
information 

 
Word Choice 
 

Words are 
extremely clear, 
visual, and 
imaginative 

Words are strong 
and create images 

Words are 
accurate, but 
don’t capture 
anyone’s 
attention 

Words and 
phrases are vague 
or confusing 

 
Organization 

Every section 
begins with 
clearly stated 
topic sentence; 
logically 
sequenced 

Includes some 
topic sentences; 
is somewhat 
sequenced 

Includes few 
topic sentences; 
is barely 
sequenced 

Lacks topic 
sentences; is not 
sequenced 

 
Conventions 

No glaring 
spelling/grammar 
errors; near 
publishable 
quality 

Very few glaring 
spelling/grammar 
errors 

Several 
spelling/grammar 
errors; does not 
show evidence of 
proofreading 

Number of 
spelling/grammar 
errors make paper 
difficult to read 

 
How does this project connect with what I’ve learned? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sources: 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 


	Persuasive Essay
	Criteria
	Persuasion
	Word Choice


